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5 LETTER 
MISS FANCOURT | 
WW - - 1 0 41 


LADY CAROLINE SEYMOUR, 
Ks | Harley:flretts 


| 1 is now three weeks ſince I left ſchool; : 
and have not yet found an opportunity to 
write to my dear Caroline; ſtrange, but 
no leſs true I aſſure you, for I have been 
ſo much engaged with mantua makers, 
milliners, &c, that I have ſcarce had 
time to breathe, much leſs to write. 

I am very happily ſituated at Lord 
ae 4 my mother I never knew: 
how amply is her lace ſupplied by my _ | 

Vol. I B 25 Lind 5, 


„ 


has ſent to let me know ſome company 
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"EY aint, who is indeed a moſt engag- 
ing woman. I have not yet been ii 
public with her, as the plain dreſſes I 
brought from ſchool are not fit to appear 
in. My father wiſhes me to leave Lon- 

don as ſoon as I have gratified my curi- 
olity in taking a view of every thing 
worth my attention. He would come to 


fetch me, but is at preſent confined with 


his uſual complaint, the gout. 

I am to make my firlt appearance to- 
night at the play-houſe, to ſee Mrs. Sid- 
dons in Ifabella. Lady Belmont has 
this moment been with me, and informs 
me ſhe has juſt heard from my father, 
who at her interceſſion has given me 
leave to remain with her till my brother's 
arrival, who is expected in a fortnight. 
What inexpreſſible pleaſure will it give 
me to ſee him, after an abſence of three 
years. My couſin Lord Summers is 
likewiſe expected with him: a moſt ac- 
compliſhed young man; he is juſt three 
and twenty; one year older than Harry. 
The two couſins are very unlike in diſ- 
poſition; Summers being of a grave caſt 


and my brother all vivacity. 


A ſummons from below. My aunt 
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is arrived, I ſhall write again on my 
return from the playhouſe. 


Jam, my dear Lady Caroliti, but this 
moment returned, and ſeize the "rſt op- 
portunity of concluding my epiſtle. I 
have ſeen Mrs. Siddons : ſhe is indeed 
inimitable. I believe I never ſhed fo 
many tears as I have done this evening ; 
—the ſorrow of Iſabella affected me ex- 
ceedingly. I could perceive my ſenſi- 
bility was held in the higheſt contempt 
by the ladies of our party, for I had often 
the mortification of hearing myſelflaugh- 
ed at by them, I know I made mylelf 
ridiculous, for J ſobbed quite loud: but 
for the future I ſhall be more guarded, 
and endeavour to keep my feelings within 
reaſonable bounds. 

I have continued writing till J am al- 
moſt afleep; I muſt therefore conclude 
with hoping you will enjoy a ſoft repoſe, 


Your affectionate 


. MARIA FANCOURP, 


Þ 2 


I'S, MAPLE FALL 


E ET Ti I) 


CHARLES BEVERLEY, Ee, 
T O 


LORD FREDERICK VILLERS, 


A | Pall Mall. 

T length Frederick is your friend 
caught in the roſeate bonds of Cupid. 
You are doubtleſs [lurpriſed, and are per- 
haps anxious to know who it 1s that has 
ſubdued my boaſled indifference. You 
have often heard me ſay I was proof 
againſt the blaze of beauty : it was indeed 

a ſuperior charm that attracted ' my at- 
tention. 

Being diſengaged yeſterday evening 
I reſolved to fee Mrs. Siddons in Iſobella; | 
and accordingly placed my ſelf in one of 
the ſide boxes for that purpoſe ; but had 
not long been ſeated, before Lady Bel- 
mont and a large party entered. I in- 
ſtantly reſigned my ſeit, which was in 
the front. row, and chance placed me 
next a young lady J had never ſeen till © 


then. We ſoon entered into chat; which 
Lady 


Fg 


Lady Belmont perceiving, was ſo oblig- 
ing as to introduce me to Miſs Fancourt. 
My acquaintance with her Ladyſhip is 
very fortunate, as it will give me many 
opportunities of converſing with her 
lovely nicce. ) 

During the performance with what de- 
light dic 1 obſerve the varicty ot paſſions 
. 2 h by turns agitated her breait. In 
the mad lcene, ſhe could no longer reltrain 
her ſoft ſorrow, and actually ſubbed aloud : 
in ſhort, Fre..erick, | tound her ſo truly 
enchanting, that 1 yielded my ſelt a wile 
ling captive. „ «x 

Miis Fancourt's ſtay in London will 
be ſhort, as ſhe only waits tor her bro- 
ther's arrival troin the Continent, and 
then they both return to Bioom Grove, 
where I ſhall ſeldom have che plealure of 
converſing with her, owing to a diſpute 
between our fathers over the bottle as 
they were diſcuſſing the affairs of the na- 
tion: they differed on ſome trifling point, 
and from that time never met as friends. 
They each wiſhed to be reconciled, but 
neither of them would make the firſt 
advances. I am informed Sir William 
Fancourt's hatred is likewiſe extended to 
me, who certainly could have no hand in 
B 4 the 
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the quarrel, I will however endeavour — | 
to accommodate matters between us. : | 

J had ſome knowledge of Mr. Fan- 
court when in Italy. He is what the 
world calls a fine fellow: in my opinion 
he has rather too much vivacity ; but he 
is ſo vaſtly good tempered, it abundantly 
makes up every other deficiency. He 
has been abſenr near three years, and his 
father and ſiſter are all impatience till 
they ſee him. 

1 ſhall leave town ſoon after Miſs Fan- 
court and her brother; for it will be a 
wilderneſs to me, when the lovely Maria 
has left it. I muſt haſten to dreſs, as I 
am engaged to dine at the Ear] of Bel- 
mont's.— Farewell. 

CHARLES BEVERLEY, 


— — 
LETTER III. 


MISS FANCOURT 
| PD. 
LADY CAROLINE SEYMOUR, 


M So  Harley-ftreete 

Y dear Lady Caroline will . am 

ſure be N to hear my brother is at 
lengen 
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length arrived, and ſo improved in his 
perſon, I ſhould, had I not expected him, 
have hardly known it was my brother. 
I was ſitting in the drawing room the 
bother morning, with the Earl and Coun- 
teſs, and Mr. Beverley, an acquaintance 
of theirs, when J heard a carriage ſtop 
at the door; but ſuppoſing it was only 


viſitors, I did not even itep to the win- 
dow to look, but was molt agreeably 
ſurprized to ſce my brother, who caught 


me in his arms, and my dear brother, 
and my dear fitter, was all we could arti— 
culate for tome minutes: till recollecting 


there was company in the room, I diſen- 


gaged myſelf from his embraces, and 
turning to my uncle and aunt, intro- 
duced him to them, and lik cwife to Mr. 
| Beverley, 


The Earl enquired why Lord Sum- 5 


mers did not accompany Harry to Eng- 
land. Oh, replied he, Summers had ſome 
engagements which prevented his return- 
ing : but he will not be long behind me. 
I ſhould have waited for him, but my 


impatience to ſee my pretty ſiſter would 


not permit me. We ſtaid in town only 


do ſee us. He met us at D 


a week, as my father was ſo very anxious 
„which ; 
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is juft half way, where we died. For 
my part, notwithſtanding my brother's 
raillery, I never ate with a better appe- 


tite; for I was fo grieved to part with 


my good aunt in the morning, that I ſet 
off without my breakfaſt, | 
We arrived at Bloom Grove the next 
day. The tenants and ſervants were all 
aſſembled, and welcomed my brother 
home with three hearty cheers, and every 
one drank plentifully of ſtrong beer 
made for the occaſion; indeed the men 
ſervants were in ſuch a condition, there 
was not any of them fit to wait at table; 
however my father excuſed it as it was in 


honour of our arrival. This morning! 


aroſe early, and walked over our exten- 
five gardens. I retraced every ſpot with 
infinite pleaſure, and propoſe making 
ſome alterations, particularly in an old 
' temple, which I intend to have fitted up 
as a working or reading room, to be 
made uſe of in the ſummer, It is ſitua- 
ted on an eminence, and almoſt ſur- 
rounded by lofty trees, which renders it 
remarkably cool and pleaſant, 

My brother has juſt been with me. 
He has made me a preſent of the moſt 


elegant ſet of drefling boxes I ever ſaw. 
| Lou 


You ſhall hear from me again very ſoon; 
but -I have had ſo many viſitors this 
morning, I could ſcarcely find time ſuf- 
ficent to write this. 
Believe me, my dear 585 your's 
moſt affectionately, 
MARIA FANCOURT. 


P.S. I expect a couple of originals to 
ſtay ſome weeks with us: a Major and 


Miſs Harcourr, and ſhall give you an 
account of them in my next. 
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LETTER IV. 


Mas. SIDNEY 
1 
Mas. HAM MON P. 


Hammond, late on Monday evening, 


B 5 — 


W : Maple Vale. 
E arrived here, my dear Mrs. 


DAE myen fatigued, but upon the whole 1 
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we kept up our ſpirits better than I ex- 
pected. Our houſe is ſmall, but neat 
and pretty, and indeed it ſuits us better 
than a larger one. It is ſituated in a gar- 
den, well ſtocked with fruit, &c. When 
the chaiſe ſtopped at the door, the good 
old Thomas came to aſſiſt us in getting 
out; and with tears in his eyes (which 
he in vain ſtrove to conceal) ſaid, this is 
a very different houſe to what vou have 
been uſed to Madam, I believe one ſer- 
vant beſides this worthy creature will be 
all I ſhall keep. I ſhall always eſteem 
him for his affection to his late maſter 
the thirty years he lived with him. | 
T1 am afraid Ellen will find this very 
different to the line of life ſhe has always 
been uſed to; but I hope we ſhall be 
able to pick up a few neighbours on our 
own footing, though I belicve few have 
been ſo unfortunate, pity they ſhould. I 
have had my library brought here, which 
will of courſe ſhorten the tedious days 
we mult ſome times paſs. Ellen expects 
a Miſs Bertie, a ſchool fellow of hers, to 
paſs ſome time' with us. She 1s a line 
tprightly girl, and will have a large for- 


tune. Her father and mother has a very 


ciegant houle 1 IN the county of N, 
(where 
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(where they generally reſide) called More- 
ton Lodge. 

1 am interrupted, but will reſume my 
pen in the courſe of the day. 


— —— 


It was one of our poor neighbours, 
who came to beg ſomething for her dy- 
ing huſband. She had two beautiful 
children with her, one four years of age, 
the other not quite three. She ſaid her 
huſband had been in a marching regi- 
ment for many years, and in a number 


of engagements, and ſome time ago got +» 


his diſcharge ; but his ftrength was "to 
exhauſted, he was unable to get a liveli- 
hood, therefore the was obliged to work 
very hard to prevent their five children 
and themſelves from ſtarving; and this 
being a very wet ſeaſon, ſhe was often 
under the neceſlity of aſking relief from. 
ſome charitable perſons; and ſaid ſhe had 
Juſt met a beautiful young lady, who had 
relieved their preſent want, and directed 
her to come here for ſome broth. 
Juſt as ſhe had finiſhed ſpeaking, El- 
len came in, with joy ſparkling in her 
_ expreſſive eyes. Oh my dear Mamma, 
pray pardon the liberty ſhe would 
have 


Reg 
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have. ſaid, but was prevented by the 
poor woman's crying out that is the lady 
Madam who charitably relieved us. 1 
ſent the woman into the kitchen, and de- 
fired Thomas to give her and the chil- 
dren a hearty meal, which when they 
had finiſhed 1 gave them ſome money, 
and ſent them home. 3 
If I am rejoiced to find Ellen is of fo 
benevolent a diſpoſition. She made an 
apology for ſending the poor woman to 
me; but, added ſhe, Lam tee well ac- 
{ Quainted with my Mamma, to ſuppoſe ſhe 
would be diſpleaſed at my practiſing the 
leſſons ſhe has herſelf ſo often taught me. 
- No, my Ellen, replied I, it is impoſſi- 
ble I ſhould be diſpleaſed with you for 
giving part of your ſlender allowance to 
thoſe who ſtand in ſo much more need 
of it than ourſelves. I wiſh you had it 
| in your power to give more. 
| The dear girl was quite happy to find 
| I approved of her liberality. I think I 
| never ſaw her look ſo handfome : ſhe is 
ſo like what my never to be forgotten 
| Huſband was, it always brings him freſh 
|| to my memory. . 55 
| Another interruption.” I find it will 
be impoſſible for me to write a long let- 
| . ter 
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ter to my dear Mrs, Hammond to-day, 
as Thomas has juſt been to tell me our 
landlord is below, I am afraid you will 
be quite tired with this, ſhort as it is, 
there is ſo much of my own affairs in it; 
but my dear Mrs. Hammond will excuſe 
that when ſhe finds it comes from her 


CHARLOTTE SIDNET. 


L 


LORD SUMMERS 
T0 
BDWARD SEDLEY, Eq. 


A 4 Bloom Grove. 
CCORDING to my father's or- 
ders, and the pretling invitation my uncle 
ſent me to come and ſee him, I took my 
leave of London fix days ago, and arrived 
here laſt night, in order to pay my de- 
voirs to my fair couſin, She is really a 
charming girl, Sedley, and I truly 2 


her, but that is all: a cold cxprefſion 
1 
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you will ſay for one who is come here o on 
Purpoſe to act the lover. 
Miſs Fancourt received me with the 


tacit politeneſs, and informed me her 


brother was from home, having ſet out 
in the morning to viſit an old acquaint- 
ance at ſome little diſtance from Bloom 
Grove, but ſaid ſhe would inſtantly ſend 


to let him know of my arrival, I am 


ſure he will be glad to hear you are 
come, added ſhe, for he finds the coun- 
try extremely dull without a companion; 
and he has ſo long waited for your Lord- 
ſhip's arrival, it will give him double ſa- 
tisfaction to find you here unexpectedly; 
for both my father and brother thought 
you had forgot your promiſe of As 
to ſce us this ſpring. 

I think I ſhall not paſs my time very 
agreeably during my ſtay here, for Harry 
Fancourt is rather too much the man of 


the world, for he and I to be on very 


good terms. The firſt words he ſpoke, 
when we were alone, were thete : 

Faith, Summers, I am heartily glad to 
ſce you are come at laſt, for the country, © 
without company, is curſed dull, 1 
wiſh to God 1 could perſuade the old fel- 
low, (meaning his father) to live entirely 

in 


Is .* . * 
8 
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in town, for here is not the leaſt bit of 
ſport going forward, nor a pretty girl 
but is as ſhy as the devil. 

We have ſome viſitors here: a Major, 
and a Miſs Harcourt. She, for I muſt 
begin with the lady, is about the age of 
forty or forty-five, but by her dreſs you 

wo hardly think (did you not ſee her 

face) ſhe was eighteen. She entered the 
room ſoon after my arrival; and ſeeing 
a ſtranger, toſſed up her head, and ſcrew- 
ing her mouth, turned to Miſs F ancourt, 
and faid—oh! my dear, why did you 
not tell me you expected company. I 
proteſt I am not dreſſed fit to be ſeen, 

Then, ſaid the Major, with a ſarcaſtic 
ſmile, (who juſt entered the room) there 
has been a great deal of time ſpent to 
very little purpoſe. 

Lord, brother, anſwered the lady, this 
1s always the way. I ſuppoſe I am not 
bound to give you an account of how I 
ſpend my time; beſides you only find 
fault with me becauſe you fee Mr. Fan 
court is not here to take my part. ; 

Her brother made no anſwer, but 
went grumbling out of the room. © 

There let him go, ſaid ſhe; an ill tem- 
pe red old fellow. Becauſe he is ſo much 

my 


- 
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my ſuperior in point of years, he takes 
the liberty of treating me like a child 
but although I am ſo much younger, I 
hope I have as much ſenſe as he has. 
She then placed herſelf next me, and 
began enquiring what news I brought 
from town, I informed her, that as it 
was {ix days ſince I left London, I could 
not poſſibly tell her any thing worthy 
her attention in the way of news; and 
indeed I have been much more agreeably 
entertained than in gathering ſcandal. 
In my way hither I called on our old 
friend Brudenell, and ſpent four days 
with him. Mrs. Brudenell deſerves the 
character we have always heard given 
her: ſhe is indeed a moſt amiable wo- 
man. They have two children, a boy 
and girl, both in their infancy; and as 
my friend's fortune is ſmall, they live 
auite retired, though I may venture to 
ſay they never find the day too long for 
them. Mr. Brudenell farms his own 
eſtate; and his agreeable wife is ſuffi- 
ciently employed in educating her chil- 
dren and viſiting the poor and ſick, to 
whom ſhe is very kind and attentive. 
They are a truly happy couple; and 1 
mult own I left them with regret, Had 
* 5 5 1 conſulted 
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I conſulted my own inclinations, I ſhould 
have ſtaid much longer; but the com- 
mands of a father are not to be diſputed. | 
1 find Harry Fancourt is a very great 

favourite of Miſs Harcourt's: he has 
gained her eſteem by paying her many 
ridiculous compliments, and has been at 


XL the trouble of making her believe he is 


over head and ears in love with her, She 
is a ſubject of mirth to the whole houſe, 
Every body takes the liberty of laughing 
at her. I am ſure ſhe kept me awake 
two whole hours laſt night, for I am ſo 
unfortunate as to fleep in the next cham- 
ber to her's, (there is only a thin partition 
that divides the rooms.) She had clo- 
ſeted her maid, and was giving her a 


very ſevere lecture on her behaviour in #6 


the morning. it ſeems, when Miis Har- 
court came down yeſterday morning, the 
Major taxed her with being painted, 
which ſhe abſolutely denied; hen her 
maid, a ſimple country g girl. juſt then 


came to inform her in that Mr. ; 


Patch was come to know what quantity 
of rouge ſhe would pleaſe to have. ; 
Rouge! re-echoed Miſs Harcourt : 
you fool you mean powder; but I ſup- 
pole you have been golliping by the — | 
* | 
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and forgot your meſſage. She then ran 
to the door, and puſhing out her maid 
inſtantly followed her. is h 
So much for Miſs Harcourt, who, by | 
her thirſt for admiration, makes herſelf 
a laughing ſtock to every beholder, I 
mult own, I think ſhe deſerves ſome ri- 
dicule for her exceſſive folly. 55 
The Major, I hear, is a good ſort of a 
man; has met with ſome diſappoint- 
ments in his youth, which has rendered 
his temper rather diſagreeable till you 
are well acquainted with him. He ap- 
ears, from what little J have ſeen of 
im, to be a ſenſible, well informed man, 
and a perſon that has ſeen a great deal 
of the world. Miſs Fancourt 1s a great 
Favourite with him; as indeed ſhe muſt 
be with every body, Her affability gains 
her many triends, 
Harry is at my door, I muſt there- 
fore wiſh you a good morning. 
Believe me your s ſincerely, 
SUMMERS; 


is 


LET- 
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MISS FANCOURT 
7 1 0 


LADY CAROLINE 5 EYMOUR. 


'S-: Bloom Grove. 
HESE FHFarcourts are come at laſt, 
my dear Caroline, The moſt tireſome 
creatures ] ever met with; continually 
contradifting each other; though -the 
Major is by far the leaſt diſagreeable of 
the two. | 
I muſt inform my Caroline of a little 
adventure (if it may ſo be termed) that 
beiell her Maria yeſterday morning. As 
Miis Harcourt and myſelf were taking 
an airing in the phacton, we paſſed a 
ſmall but neat houſe, moſt delightfully 
ſituared, and the garden in which it ſtood 
ſeemed laid out in a ſtile ſuperior to 
what we generally meet with hereabouts, 
At ſome diſtance 1 obſerved two ladies. 
They looked up at our approach, but 
immediately (as if wiſhing to be con- 
cealed) left the place and hurried into 


the houſe. Wo 
Wha 


- 
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Who can they be? cried Miſs Har- 
court. They. look more like human 
creatures than any I have ſeen hereabouts. 

The remainder of our ride was taken 
up in conjecturing who they could be. 
On our return, as | was looking earnetitly 
towards the houſe, the phaeton gave a 
jolt, and not being on my guard I fell 
out, but it being on the grals, I received 
no injury; though J was jo much fright- 
ened I could neither ſpeak nor move. 
Miſs Harcourt ſcreamed violently, which 
brought the two ladies to our aſſiſtance, 
Who, with the help of the ſervants, car- 
ried me into the houſe; for | had not 
yet recovered the ule of my ſpeech. _ 

When I came a little to myſelf, I 
found they had laid me on a ſopha in a 
neat little parlour, Miſs Harcourt fitting 
on one ſide of me, and on tHe other the 
fineſt girl without exception I ever be- 
held, who perceiving I began to recover, 
enquired with the ſofteſt accents and the 
molt pleaſing ſolicitude how I found my- 
ſelf. I affured her I found myſelf quite 
well, and returned her many thanks tor 
the trouble I had given her. While I 
was yet ſpeaking, an elderly lady entered 
the room; and after the firſt compliments 

| Were 
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were over, ſaid —I hope, my dear Ma- 
dam, you will not feel any inconvenience 
from your fall, 1 perceived you was 
more frightened than hurt; I therefore 
left you to Ellen's care while I prepared 
this medicine for you, which J beg you 
will take. 
I did as ſhe defired, and found it re- 
ſtore my ſpirits almoſt 1oſtanta neouſly, at 
which they expreſſed their joy in the 
kindeſt manner. I was all amazement 
at the politeneſs of the mother and beauty 
of the daughter, for ſuch I found they 
were, We ſtaid with them upwards of 
an hour, whilſt the ſervants went home 
for the chaiſe, for neither Miſs Harcourt 
or myſelf were inclined again to venture 
in the phaeton. 
I never paſſed any time more to my 
ſatis faction than during my ſtay at Ma- 
ple Vale. I preſſed the ladies to favour 
us with their company at Bloom Grove; 
but they begged leave to decline my in- 
vitation, though in ſo genteel a manner, 
it was quite impoſſible to be offended 
with them. Mrs. Sidney, (for fo ſhe is 
called, as I heard from the ſervants that 
_ waited for us) told me they meant to 
live quite retired, therefore hoped I 
| would 
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would not take ir amiſs that ſhe refuſed 
my invitation. I replied that though 
they would . not do me the honour of a 
viſit, I hoped they would permit me 
ſometimes to call in ro enquire after 
them, 
My dear Madam, ſaid the charming 
Ellen, we ſhall always be happy to ſee you. 

I thanked her; and Miſs Harcourt, 
putting me in mind it was time to de- 
part or we ſhould not have time to dreſs 
before dinner, (ſhe is a moſt tedious 
creature at her toilet) I aroſe to take my 
leave with ſome reluctance, for I was 
vaſtly pleaſed with them. 

I deſired Miſs Harcourt not to men- 
tion any thing of our little adventure to 
the gentlemen, as I hope to prevail on 
the Sidneys to come to Bloom Grove 
ſome day or other, and I then ſhall have 
the pleaſure of introducing them myſelf. 

My coulin, Lord Summers, arrived 

a few days ago, and propoſes ſtaying 
wich us beſt part of the ſummer. He is 
remarkably handſome; and as I think 
you have never ſeen him, I will endea- 
vour to deſcribe him. He is near, if 
not quite, ſix feet high; not too much 


inclined to the en bon Point, neither is he 
too 
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too lean ; his complexion is rather florid ; 
black eyes, penetrating to a degree; his 
mouth is pleaſing, particularly when he 
ſmiles; his teeth are white and even; 
and altogether, he has the handiomeſt 
face I ever ſaw; his behaviour is engag- 
ing; his addrefs manly; his voice har- 
monious, and a happy manner of ex- 
preſſing himſelf renders his picture com- 
pleat. 

I am interrupted by a meſſage from 
my father, deſiring to fee me in his li- 
brary, as he has ſomething of conſequence 
to communicate to me. I am at a loſs 
to gueſs whit it can be. I cannot I think 
have diſpleaſed him; at leaſt I hope not. 


" eas I tremble fo 1 can hardly hold 


my pen. 


— Era———_Yy 


Ob! my Caroline, it was to ſnew me 
a letter he had juſt received from the 
Earl of Belmont, propoſing a match be- 


tween his fon and myſelf; profeſſing to 


have a great regard for my happinels, 
mentions Lord Summers as a very amia- 
ble young man, and doubts not but we 


ſhall be very happy he then takes no- 
tice 


mn gy PANS — — 
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tice of ſettlements, &c. &c. which I had 
not ſpirits to peruſe. 

My fat her demanded to know if I had 
any ſti. to his Lordſhip. I an- 
ſwered none, (what elſe, my Caroline, 
could I ſay?) bur begged he would not 


Hurry us as we were both young, and as 
yet knew very little of each other's diſ- 


poſitions. He 1aid there would be time 


enough tor that ſtudy, but Xia we 


ſhould not be hurried, 
Poor Beverley! I believe he loves me, 


although he has never yet declared hime 


ſelf; but how ſhould he, when he has 
never had the leaſt opportunity of ſpeaks 
ing to me on that ſubje& : but if I may 
be allowed to judge from his behaviour 
on many occalions, I mult flatter myſelf 
he is molt ſincerely attached to me. 
Heigh ho! a happy thought is juſt 


come in my head. I will walk over to 


Lady Linley's this afternoon, and lay 
open my whole heart to her, and per- 
haps ſhe will be able to adviſe me how 
to act. . 

T tare not vefuſe Mord Summers: but 


even ſuppoſe I was to do ſo, I cannot 


think Sir William will ever conſent to 


my marrying Beverley, as his father and 


mine 
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mine had a diſpute ſome years ago, and 
were never reconciled to each other fince. 
This was the reaſon he aſſigned for not 
viſiting at Bloom Grove, when my bro- 
ther gave him an invitation to ſpend as 
much of his time with us as he conveni- 
ently could, 

I muſt haſten to prepare for my walk; 
and ſhall not cloſe this till after my re- 
turn from Lady Linley's, as I ſuppoſe 
you vill be glad to hear what advice ſhe 
gives me. 


— — ũ—ꝛ-¼ ———— — 


Jam now, my dear Lady Caroline, 
returned, and again reſume my pen. 

As ſoon as I arrived at Linley Houle, 
I be gged her Ladyſhip to take a turn in 
the e with me, as I had ſome- 
thing to impart to her on which the fu- 
ture happineſs of my life depended, She 
ſeemed ſurprized at my earneſtneſs, but 


readily accompanied me. I then in- 


formed her of my firſt meeting with Be- 
verley at the playhouſe; how I was 
ſtruck by his appearance, and ſtill more 
by his converſation; and likewiſe of the 

ropoſed match between Lord Summers 


and myſelf, which I ſaid I had no reaſon 
Vor. IJ. C 1 


—ů— ——ͤ omen monomer 
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to think would be more agreeable to his 
Lordſhip than to me, as he had, ever 
ſince his reſidence at Bloom Grove, : 
treated me with the utmoſt coolneſs, yet 
with great politeneſs; and his behaviour 


I thought by no means lover-like. 1 
concluded this lon 


g harangue by requeſt- 
ing Lady Linley to inform me how to 
act. 

Lou have laved Mr. Beverley chm; 


ſaid her Ladyſhip, from the firſt moment 


you ſaw him. 


J anſwered in the affirmative; but 


_ gracious heaven! who can expreſs my 
aſtoniſhment, when on turning my head, 


I beheld the identical Beverley cloſe 
behind me. My ſurprize at ſeeing him 
ſo unexpectedly, and not being quite re- 
covered from my fright of yelterday, 
operated fo powerfully altogether, that 


Ifainted in Lady Linley's arms. When 


I came to mylelf, I found they had 
taken me into the houſe and placed me 


in a large chair, Lady Linley ſupport- 
ing my head on her boſom, and Beverley 


on his knees before me, holding both 
my hands in his. The firſt voice 1 heard 
was his, enquiring, with the utmoſt ten- 


* how I found A 15 could 
not 


MAPLE VAL E. 27 


not anſwer him, but burſt into tears; 
which greatly relieved me. Lady Lin- 
ley hinted to Mr, Beverley that I ſhould 
be better if left to myſelf; on which he 
Immediately aroſe, and preſſing my hands 
reſpectfully, left the room. 

1. ſhall never forgive myſelf for my 
imprudence in ſpeaking of ſuch an at- 
fair without a certainty of our being alone: 
I begged her Ladyſhip would permit me 
to return home either in her carriage or 
to ſend for one of our's, as I could not, 
without the greateſt indelicacy, ſee Mr. 
Beverley after what had paſſed: indeed 
Ithen wiſhed to be hid from all the world. 

Her Ladyſhip urged me to ſee him be- 
fore I returned home, which I abſolutely 
refuſed to do, and inſiſted on being al- 
lowed to depart if he was in the houſe. 
Lady Linley therefore rang for a ſervant, 
who informed us Mr, Beverley had been 
gone half an hour, which induced me to 
{tay with her Ladyſhip ſome time longer, 
and by the time I returned home I had 
in ſome meaſure recovered my ſpirits. 
My father obſerved I looked pale, and 

aſked me if I was indiſpoſed, I replied 
LT had a very ſevere head-ach, which I 
| pleaded as an excuſe for leaving the 

"3 room 
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room ſoon after ſupper, but inftead of - 
going to bed, I have been ſcribbling to 
my dear Caroline, who J hope is as happy 
as at preſent J am the reverſe. 

It begins to grow late; and if 1 do not 


undreſs myſelf, I ſhall perhaps be teazed 
with a long viſit from Miſs Harcourt, 
which at this juncture would be really 
inſupportable to your 
affectionate friend, 

MARIA FANCOURT, 
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* te help of a ſtrong chaiſe, <P 
horſes, and careful drivers, is your friend 
Sedley whirld from the gay metropolis 
to his family manſion in the country. 


A moſt horrid l place, Sum- 


mers, 
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mers, is this ſame Roſe Mount, the feat 
of my worthy forefathers; but I aſſure 
you I ſhall make great alterations in and 
about it, and without doubt great 1m- 


Provements, as you know I am a perlon 


of prodigious taſte. 

The houſe is almoſt a new ons, but 
much too ſmall for me; I therefore in- 
tend adding wings to it, which wall 
make it very commodious. 

received your letter only yeſterday, 
and am very much diſappointed thar I 
can't have the pleature of ſeeing you, as 

I flattered myleit you would have been 
with me before this. 

Jam, as | before mentioned, making 
ſome improvements to my houſe; and 
really wanted your company and advice 
in the regulation of my buildings; but 
your father's matrimonial ſcheme will I 
| ſuppoſe detain you at Bloom Grove. I 
mult therefore leave it to my architect; 
and as I mean to ſpare no expence, I 
hope to have a handiome houſe. 

J think I ſhall not remain here much 
longer, as I have no notion of being 
moped co death, which 1n all probability. 
I ſhall be if ! ſtay here, for as yet 1 have 
g 11 15 dad; 
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had no other company to divert me than 
rooks, owls, batts, &c. &c, 
You will perhaps think I ought to 
give you an account of my journey, ar- 
rival, &c. but I can only ſay, that I tra- 
velled very faſt till I came here; where 
J was received by my good old ſteward, 
who with tears of joy told me his every 
wiſh was now accompliſned in once more 
beholding his young maſter, After 
thanking him for his attention to my af- 
fairs ker my ablence, I enquired what 
neighbours I had. He mentioned ſeve- 
ral, whoſe names I do not now recollect, 
and among the reſt Lord Freemore, of 


whom he gave me the following little 


hiſtory. 5 
Lord Freemore is lately married 0 


very amiable woman, to whom he was 


engaged before his father's death: but 
the old Lord would never hear of the 
match becauſe forſooth, the lady had not 
a fortune, which was the only objection 
he could poſſibly make to her, as ſhe 


was of a good family, and beautiful as an 


angel. Her father, a Mr. Melville, was 


in poſſeſſion of a good eſtate, which if 


he had managed with prudence, he 


might have left his daughter a handſome 
ſufficiency. 
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ſufficiency. He always lived in a very 
hoſpitable manner, and never was fo 
Happy as when he had his friends with 
him. A man of this caſt could not be 
ſuppoſed to leave much behind him; 
therefore at his death the lovely Matilda 
found herſelf deſtitute of all the com- 
forts of life. She. had leave from the 
next heir to remain one month in her 
late father's houſe; that month was 
nearly expired, and ſhe had not yet fixed 
on any method of gaining a livelihood, 
when a letter was brought her from a 
widow tady (who had been an intimate 
friend of her deceated mother) condoling 
with her on the loſs of her father, and 
having no family of her own, offered 
Mils Melville an alylum in her houſe, 
and pro niſed to make it as n as 
poſſiole to her young friend. This was 
not an offer to be rejected, and it being 
an eligible ſituation for her, ſne inſtantly 
accepted the good widow's invitation. It 
was at this lady's Mr, Freemore firſt ſawy 
the lovely Matilda, and from that mo- 
ment devoted his whole time to her; of 
which, when his father was informed, he 
ordered him immediately abroad, with- 
out giving him time to take leave of 
, CG her 
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her he loved beſt on earth : he contrived 
_ (notwithſtanding he was moſt narrowly 
watched) to get a letter conveyed to her, 
ſetting forth the neceſſity of his abſence 
for a few months, and ſaid he hoped 
| his father would relent when he found 
his ſon's happineſs depended on his con- 
ſenting to their union: he added, that 
he had written to his father, and wiſhed 
his letter might have the deſired effect. 
But the late Lord did not live to receive 
it; for going a hunting a few days after 
his ſon's departure, he had a fall from 
his horſe, which terminated his life in a 
few hours: ſo before Mr. Freemore had 
roceeded far on his journey, he was 
obliged to return with all imaginable 
ſpeed, and arrived juſt in time to Tre his 
father's remains interred with great pomp 
in the family chapel, 
As ſeon as decency would permit, he 
again offered his hand to Miſs Melville, 
which was accepted, and they are a pat- 
tern of conjugal affection, and as com- 
pletely happy as it is poſſible for them 
to be on this ſide the heavenly reſt. 
1 hear ſome company is arrived, ſo 
muſt haſten to receive them. 


My 


* 
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My viſitors were no other than ' Squire 
Chaſe and his ſon. 
My boy, cried the former, (as oon as 
4, made my appearance) how doſt do: 
odds heart! thou art a fine lad, art as 
fond of miſchief, and can'it (it a horſe as 
well now as before you paid A viſit to 
M: untſeer parley vous. 
I antwere:, that! flattered myſelf was 
much better ſkilled in that agreeable 
exerciſe than when I leit England. 
Impoſſible, impoſſible,cried the*Squire, 
Why before zou went you uled to ride 
as well as your father's huntſman; and a 
d——nd clever dog he was; he could 
crack a joke as well as the belt of them; 
but your old dad would never let him ſit 
at table with him, becauſe forſooth the 
poor fellow had not fix thouſand a year 
as he had; but for all that he was a very 
jolly companion. Now, continued | the 
*Squire, you will perhaps wonder what 
brought me here all of a ſudden. Why! 
nothing more or leis but that if you have 
a mind to marry, one of my daughters 
is heartily at your ſervice with twice five 
C 5 thouſand 
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thouſand pounds in her pocket; ten 
thouſand pounds my lad, think of that. 

1 was quite thunderſtruck at ſuch a 
ſtrange offer. I however recollected 
myſelf enough to thank him for the ho- 
nor he intended me, but ſaid I had no 
thoughts of marrying, at leaſt not for 
ſome time. 

I then ſhewed them my horſes and 
dogs by way of turning the converſa- 
tion, and they ſeemed ſo well pleaſed 
with them, I thought I ſhould never get 
rid of their company. I hinted I had 
letters to write, and was rather ſtraitened 
for time, but all to no purpoſe, the duce 
a bit the forwarder was I, for they would 
not ſtir an inch, till happening to look at 
my watch, the young man aſked me what 
was the hour. I anſwered two o'clock, 

Two o'clock ! exclaimed old Chaſe, 
turning to his booby ſon, gadzukers it is 
time we were at home. Our dinner 
will be ſpoiled, and my dame will make 
the houſe too hot to hold us. Then 
giving me a hearty ſhake by the hand 
(which I thought would have pulled my 
arm off) and wiſhing me a good morn- 
ing, and deſiring to fee me ſoon at Bum- 


per hall, mounted their horſes, and _ 
off, 
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off; and very happy was I they ſtaid no 


longer. 
I have this moment received a EP 


from Lord Freemore, apologizing for 
not having called on me, as he did not 


hear of my arrival till an hour ago, and 
requeſting the favour of my company to 
a family dinner at four o'clock. _ 

I muſt therefore leave you to dme 
myſelf, or I ſhall not be in time. 


———ůůů —¾ę —ę 
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Well, 1 have been to ſee my friend, 
Lord Freemore, and have paſſed a very 
agreeable day, as there happened to be 
a Miſs Bertie there, a fine ſprightly girl, 
who flirted it away with your friend N 
prettily the whole day. | 

_ We walked home with her in the even- 
ing, and I wanted to perſuade the Free- 
mores to go in with her; but no indeed; 
they were afraid it would be too late be- 
fore they got home; therefore by their 
means 1 loft a very good opportunity of 
being introduced to papa and mamma 
Bertie, which I much wanted as I then 
| ſhould have had an excuſe to viſit their 


fair daughter, 226, 
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Lady Freemore gives a ball to- morrow, 
to which I am invited; and one great 
inducement to my going is that the charm- 
ing Laura Bertie will likewiſe be there. 
As the poſt does not go out to-mor- 
row, I ſhall not ſend this letter to the 
office, but keep it till I can give you 
ſome account of our ball, which I am 
informed 1s to be very ſplendid. 


When I firſt came home laſt night, I 
intended to give you an account of our 
. evening's entertainment, but I thought 
I had better go to ſleep; and who knows, 
ſaid I to myſelf, but j may. dream of my 
charming Miſs Bertie; I call her mine, 
for ſhe poſitively muſt and ſhall be mine. 

I have gained her permiſſion to call 
on her to-day, which I ſhall undoubtedly. 
avail myſelf of, and pr to find her at 
home. 

But to the ball. Lady \Seemutire: ho- 

nored: me with her hand the firſt minuet; 
the ſecond: I danced with Miſs Bertie, 
who 1 believe expected I ſhould engage 
myſelf! to her for country dances; as 
three different gentlemen aſked her to 
dance, ſhe refuſed them all, ſaying ſhe 
was 
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was engaged, but when I requeſted the 
ſame favour ſhe did not make me the 
like anſwer, but n accepted my of- 
tered hngand. 

You no doubt expect I ſhould deſeribe 
her perſon, and that you may not be 
diſappointed, I certainly mall gratify 
your curioſity. 

To begin then, ſhe is tall bot admi- 
rably proportioned, a fine complex1onz 
dark hair and eyes, good teeth, and a 
lovely mouth; her noſe is rather ſhort, 
but very pretty, ſhe cannot be called a 
beauty, but 7:ut en ſemble the 1s a very 
fine ſhowy woman, and has an archnels 
in her looks and manner truly captivating. 
We joined the dancers. How di- 
vinely ſhe moves. I think the OY 
lines exactly adapted to her. 


« With graceful form and captivating mien, 
«© As down the dance with eaſy ſteps ſhe moves, 
She feems what poets feign the Cyprian Queen, 

« Attended by the Graces and the Loves: 4 
While ſmiles enchanting, every heart can ſteal, 
Her eyes all ſparkling can at once inſpire, 

4% And fill a ſou], poſſeſſed of power to feel, 
« With Hammond's ſoftneſs, and with Milton's 
fire 3055357 | 


I verily 
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I verily believe the hours are doubled 
to-day; for it is not yet time to call on 
my charmer. | : 

am happy to hear Brudenell is fo 


comfortably ſettled. I begin to think, 


in ſpite of my former averſion to ma- 
trimony, that a man cannot be compleatly 
happy till he has a good wife. 

I am too impatient to continue wri- 
ting, ſo good bye to you, and Pray re- 


member to write ſoon. 


Tour' s, &c. &c. 
EDWARD SEDLEY, 


LETTER VIII. 


MISS BERTIE 
T O 


MISS SIDNEY 


| * Moreton Lodge. 
il 1 AM happy to hear, my dear Ellen, 
| you are at Maple Vale, which place I 


hope you will find agreeable, _ I am 
1 | much 
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much obliged to you fs your kind invi- 
tation, and am very ſorry I cannot have 
the pleaſure of paying you a viſit at your 
ſweet retirement; a pleaſure that of all 
others I moſt wiſh for, but cannot at pre- 
ſent have it gratified, as I have lately 
been a great deal from home, and my 
father and mother would be ſorry to part 
with their ſaucy girl again ſo ſoon. 1 
therefore hope you will admit my ex- 
cuſe, for believe me nothing would give 
me more ſatisfaction than to ſee my dear 
Ellen. | 
I think I mentioned in my laſt that the 

gay Sedley was expected every day. Well, 
my dear, he is now arrived. | hear you 
aſk who is this Sedley ? I don't recollect 
ever to have heard his name before, 
Did'nt you indeed, my dear? why then 
Pl tell you. He 1s ſon to the late Mr. 
Sedley of Roſe Mount, (a good ſort of 
an old man, peace to his aſhes) and has 
a clear eſtate of ſix thouſand a year, as 
my maid Jenny tells me, who perhaps 
knows nothing about the matter: he is 
Juſt returned from making the grand tour, 
and is J hear a very fine young man. 


I was 
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am glad to ſee you Mils Bertie. 
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I was lian to break off nds 
as Lady Freemore called to beg | would 
take an airing with her in her phaeton, 
which ſhe drives herſelf, Woe took a 
pleaſant round, and then returned to Fe- 
Iix Hall. Lord Freemore met us at the 
door; and as he handed: us out, ſaid, I 
I hope 
you mean to ſpend the day with us. I 
made ſome trifling excu/e, ſuch as my 
being in an undrefs, &c, &c. You would 
Not refuſe to favour us with your com- 
pany, replied he, if you knew the hand- 
ſome Sedley was to be our gueſt, Lady. 
Freemore joined my Lord in begging I 
would ſtay dinner, promiſing 1 ſhould 90 


home as early in the evening as I pleaſed. 


I was obliged to acquieſce, and a ſervant 


was diſpatched to let my father and mo- 


ther know where.] was, 
At half paſt three Mr. Sedley made 


hos appearance, and was introduced to 
us by Lord Freemore: 


he much more 
than anſwered the expectations I had 
formed of him, in ſhort he is homme tres 
charmante. Her Ladyſhip and the gen- 


ttlemen walked home with me aer tea, 


ns 
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and hbie carriage was to meet them on 
their return. 

1 never paſſed a more agreeable day. 
Mr. Sedley has a large ſhare of vivacity ; 
but I will not give you a deſcription of 
him till to-morrow, when I ſhall again 
fee him, as Lady Freemore gives a ball, 
and we are both ty be of the party. 

1 ſhallnot ſeal this till after it is over, 
as I intend to give you his picture at full | 
un 


1 


I am n juſt returned from Lady Free- 

more's ball; and would you believe it, I 

was a whole day chuſing my cloaths for 

the occaſion ; 'my poor Abigail I fear 
found it a long day, for 1 believe I was 
very croſs. Well, and how did you dreſs 
yourſelf at laſt ? methinks I hear you ſay, 

Whimſical enough, my dear, in all con- 

ſcience; but as I think dreſſes will hardly 

ever bear deſcription, I mult beg you to 
excuſe the detail of mine. 

I I am now going to make a tequeſt te to 
| my dear Ellen, which I flatter myſelf 
ſhe will not deny me. It is that you 

will ſend me your picture large enough 


for a bracelet, but don't take the trou- 
- ble 
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ble to get it ſet, as T will whe that on 


London than you are, I can have it done. 
with more expedition. Don't forget it, 
for! ſhall expect it very ſhortly, 

What a memory 1 have. I declare I 
had almoſt forgot I was going to give 
you an account of the ball, You mult 
- ſuppoſe your Laura juſt arrived there. 
The moment I entered the room, Lord 


h and Mr. Freemore, (brother to 


Lord Freemore) came buzzing about 


| Who offered me his hand up the room. 
You may be ſure I accepted it, as I viſi- 
bly ſaw it hurt Lord G—h, who is a 
profeſſed admirer of your Laura. I have 
in vain repreſented to him that ] am too 
young to think of matrimony ; and that 
it is not my intention to ſhackle myſelf 
for an age to come; but he will not be- 
lieve (ſo partial is he to his own ſweet 
perſon) that it is poſſible to reſiſt him. 
Enough of ſuch a conceited wretch, 


Sedley, who danced the. ſecond minuet 


my . and then left me not a little 
diſcom- 


myſelf; and as I am fo much nearer 


me, followed by the charming Sedley, 


Lady Freemore opened the ball with 


with me, after which he handed me to 


BE -, _ * * ** 
R n r 


MAPLE VALE. 4, 
diſcompoſed, as I imagined he would 
have aſked me to dance with him. 

Lord G—h, Mr, Freemore, and a Mr. 
Norway, begged the favour of my hand 
for the evening, but I told them all I 
was engaged, ſtill thinking Sedley meant 
to aſk me. G—h, who has more al- 
ſurance than all the reſt put together, 
enquired if I waited for Mr. Sedley, in- 
forming me at the tame time that he 
heard him engage himſelf to Miſs Men- 
nell, who, added he, looks beautiful to- 

night. I did not give myſelf the trouble 
40 anſwer him, but flung from him with 
the greateſt diſdain, and ſeated myſelf 
by Lady Freemore, who by her agreea- 
wo converſation ſoon made me forget 
my ill humour. 

I had not been there long before Sed- 
ley joined us. Lady Freemore —— 
who he danced with. 

Mils Bertie, replied he, bowing to me, 
if ſhe will permit me that honor. 

I underſtood, anſwered I, from Lord 
Gh that Mr. Sedley was engaged to 
_ Miſs Mennell. 

Lord G—h made a very great miſtake 
then, (interrupting me) for I aſſure you 
I had no ſuch intention. 


Come 
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Come, good folks, ſaid Lady Free- 
more, don't quarrel I beſeech you; but 
come and join the dance, which is jult 
TTT N 

We did ſo; but I was ſo angry with 
Gh I would not ſpeak to him the 
whole evening. I fancy I was envied 
by the female part of the company for 
dancing with ſuch a charming fellow; 
but entre nous, next to being admired 
that of being envied is the moſt agreea- 
ble thing in the univerſe, | 

The gentlemen were ready to wiſh he 
had broken his neck rather than to. have 
ſeen him preſent, for no one was regarded 
but him; to elegant in his dreſs, his 
perſon ſo charming, ſuch meaning and 
penetration in his face; ſo much gaiety, 
yet no affectation; upon my word the 
poor beaux were deplorably of in his 
company. | 

We left off dancing at twelve, when 4 
very elegant ſupper. was provided for us 
in the ſaloon, We parted at two o'clock ; 
and as Sedley handed me to the, car- 
riage, he preſſed my hand, and begged 
I would allow him to call on me in the 
morning. I bowed aſſent, (was it poſſi- 
ble to refuſe his requeſt?) He thanked 
- of me 
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me for my condeſcenſion, (as he was 
pleaſed to call it) ſaying he ſhould cer- 
tainly avail himſelf of my permiſſion 
and wiſhing me a good night, the chaiſe 
drove off, and his voice was drowned 1n 
the clatter of the wheels. 

Merhinks ] am running on at a fine 
rate. I muſt try if a little leep will re- 
call my ſcattered ſenſes. Adieu pour le 


preſent. 


—ʃ 


1 did not leave my room till paſt ten 
o' clock, being ſo much fatigued with my 
Taft night s dancing that! could get no 
reſt till after five this morning. 
Mr. Sedley has been here, and my fa- 
ther and mother are ſo well pleaſed — 
him, they begged to ſee him as often as 
was agreeable to him. He took it into 
his head to pay me ſome compliments 
on my dancing, which I affected not to 
hear, and I could the readier do ſo, as 
my father and mother's preſence pre- 
vented his ſpeaking ſo loud as he other- 
wile would have done. 
A rap at my door. Who's there? 
what do you want? If it is you, Mrs. 
Jenny, you may walk down again; Iam 
222 not 


XX. 
* 


| is to my friend Miſs Sidney. 


will have done your letter, 


— 


465 MAPLE VALE, ' 


not at leiſure to dreſs yet. Oh! I declare 
it is Lady Freemore. I am ſorry I made 
you wait ſo long at the door; but 5 
really thought it was my impertinent 
Abigail who came to teaze me to dreſs. 

Don't mention it, ſaid ſhe. It is I 
that ought to beg pardon for interrupt- 
ing you; for J ſuppoſe you are ſcribbling 
to Sedley.. 

believe I bluſhed. You are a pro- 
voking creature. Do you think I have 
nothing elſe ro do but to write to Mr, 


Sedley ? 


Moy, nay, don't bluſh Laura. I won't 
even hint that you intend lending him a 
letter. 

I ſend him a letter! no indeed; this 

I won't believe you; however I will 
give you time to finiſh it, let it be to 
whom it will, I'll juſt ſtep into your 
mother's dreſſing room to aſk her how 
the is; and I ſuppoſe by that time you 
So ſaying, 
away ſhe tripped. 

I muſt conclude this unintereſting 


epiſtle with begging your excuſe for en- 


tertaining you with ſuch trifles, 
My 


> 
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My mother joins me in compliments 
to Mrs. Sidney and yourſelf „ and once 
more adieu ſays 


your affectionate friend, 1949 
| LAURA BERTIE, 


LETTER IX. 


MISS SIDNEY 
T O 
MISS DEDTER 


Maple Fake. 


As I know whatever concerns Ellen 


Sidney is not indifferent to her Laura, I 
ſhall continue to relate things as they 
happen. 

In my laſt I gave you an account of 
my acquaintance with Miſs Fancourt. 


She has called here ſeveral times ſince, 


and has but this moment left us. Her 
viſit was to invite us to a concert and 
ball ſhe gives ro-morrow. My mother 
begged to be excuſed. | 
Well, 


3 


Well, ſaid the lively Maria, I will 
excuſe Mrs. Sidney on one condition, 
which is, that ſhe will permit her lovely 
daughter to come. 
by My mother, ever deſirous of obliging 
her Ellen, ſaid ſhe left it entirely to me. 
Then I may flatter myſelf you will fa- 
vour me with your company, ſaid Mils 
Fancourt. 
Indeed, my dear Laura, there is no 
ſuch thing as denying this ſweet girl any 
thing, for ſne makes you believe you 
confer a favour, when in reality you 
are the perſon obliged. You fee I can- 
not avoid going, however diſagreeable 
it is to me, for you know my averſion 
to all large parties. She is to ſend the 
carriage 1 70 me at ſix o clock t to-morrow 
evening. 

Hlow am 1 diſappointed in not ſeeing 
my Laura at Maple Vale, I had pro 
miſed myſelf ſo much pleaſure in your 

fociety at our calm retreat. 

The village we live in is fituated in 
a moſt beautiful vale, ſurrounded by 
gently riſing hills, covered with trees up 
to the very top; ; our's is a ſmall but con- 
venient houſe in the center of a garden, 
one e fide of which is watered by a brook, 
and 


MAPLE VALE 49 


and on the other we have a view of the 
road. I have a favourite ſeat, covered 
with woodbines and jeſſamines, ina ſmall 
ſhrubbery near the ſide of the brook, 
where I often ſit and call to mind the 
many happy hours you and I have paſſed 
together. Let people ſay what they 
will, the time paſſed at ſchool is by far 
the moſt pleaſant of our lives: a new 
cap or frock is then a ſource of the 
greateſt delight, 

My dear mother's health ſeems to be 
better now than it has been for ſome 
time paſt; ſhe 1s ever cheerful and 
good humoured when with me, though 
when alone I oft ſurpriſe her in tears. 
She is, my Laura, one of the beſt of 
women. How thankful ought I to be 
to heaven for ſuch a mother. "My father 
was ſo juſtly dear to her, that had i it not 
been for my ſake ſhe never could have 
ſurvived the loſs of him. 


— — 


Two o'clock in the morning. Juſt 
returned from Bloom Grove, and finding 
myſelf not inclined to fleep, have taken 


pen in hand to give you an account of 
4 : my 


... — IR — 
* 


my evening's amuſement, and likewiſe 
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my dreſs, which was white, ornamented 
with lalach ribbons, and à ſaſh of the 


ſame colour; my hair without powder, 
and flowing in ringlets; a chip hat and 
feathers compleated my dreſs: I had 


placed in my boſom a boquet of roſes 
and myrtle; and thus equipped ] left 


Maple Vale, and arrived at Bloom Grove 
before any other of the company. Miſs Fan- 


court met me at the drawing room door, 


and taking me by the hand with great 


tendernels, ſaid ſhe was happy to lee me 


as ſhe was almoſt afraid I ſhould have 
diſappointed her. You look divinely, 
continued ſhe. I ſee you are bent upon 
"conqueſt, I muſt caution my couſin and 


brother to take care of their hearts. 


Would you believe it, Miis Harcourt, 


has been the whole day dreſſing, for ſhe 
deſired to dine in her own apartment, 
that ſhe might have nothing to hinder 
her. 

Our ae was now put an end 
to by the entrance of a ſervant to an- 
nounce ſome of the company that was 


arrived; and they were all ſoon aſſembled, 
except the gentlemen of the houſe. 


The 
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The concert began. Several fine 
pieces of muſic were played; and Miſs 
Fancourt, at the requelt of the company, 
ſung, and ſeveral ladies followed her 
example, It is now your turn to fayour 
us, Miſs Sidney, ſaid ſhe, and J hope you 
will not refuſe. 1 immediately went to 
the harpſichord, (for nothing in my opi- 
nion is ſo rude as to require much prel- 
ling) and played and ſung 


Should the rude hand of Care, &c. 


You know my partiality for that ſong 
is very great. You muſt think 1 was 
much diſtreſſed, never having ſung be- 
fore ſo numerous a company, and all 
entire ſtrangers, in my life, I was juſt 
in the middle of my ſong, when I] heard 
the door open, and ſomebody advance 
very foftly. I turned my head to ſce 
who it was, and obſerved two gentlemen, 
and one of them was the finelt figure 1 
ever beheld, When I had finiſhed my 
ſong, the company in general paid me 
many unmerited compliments ; but the 
before mentioned © gentlemen ſeemed 
quite in raptures, and I heard them en- 


quiring of Miſs Fancourt who I Was. 
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Miſs Sidney, replied ſhe, is a particular 


friend of mine. Shall I introduce you? 
They then advanced towards me, and 


Miſs Fancourt ſaid, give me leave Miſs 


Sidney, to introduce to your acquaint- 


_ ance my couſin Lord Summers, and * 
brother. 


I anſwered that the acquaintance of 


any of Miſs Fancourt's friends, I ſhould | 


always receive as an honor. The con- 
cert was ſoon over; and after refreſh- 
ments had been handed round, moſt of 
the gentlemen ſelected partners, and pre- 
pared to begin dancing. I heard Lord 


Summers 1 0 Mils E-abourt to dance 


with him, but ſhe ſaid ſhe was engaged. 
He then aſked me to favour him wich my 
hand for the evening, I aſſented; and 
he left me for a minute to ſpeak to ſome- 
body at the other end of the room. In 
the mean time Mr. Fancourt ſeated him- 
ſelf by me, and ſaid he hoped to have 
the ſupreme felicity of dancing with the 


Lovely Mits Sidney. 


I anſwered this high flown ſpeech no 
ite than by ſaying I was engaged 


to Lord Summers; on which he imme- 


diately went up to him, and ſeemed to 
ſpeak 


MAPLE VALE 53 


| ſpeak in rather an angry tone, which the 
other only returned with a ſmile, and 


coming to me, laid, he was not a little en- 


vied by the gentlemen (his couſin in 


particular) the honor of dancing with me. 


J had not an opportunity of anſwering 


him, as he immediately after led me to 


join the dance. 
As I was going down it, I obſerved 


Mr. Fancourt had taken out Miſs Har- 


court; and as he paſſed me, laid, ſee 
what deſpair has driven me to, Now as 


Jam mentioning Miſs Harcourt, I will 


endeavour to give you ſome faint idea 
of her perſon. She is both tall and thin, 
has a very long face, and a noſe and 
chin almoſt without end; her complexion 
is fallow, but ſo loaded with rouge it was 
viſible at the greateit diſtance ; ſhe is not 
by any means well formed, and herdreſs. 
is not adapted to ſet her off to advan- 
tage; the age of this lady appears to be 
_ upwards of forty, and when I ſaw her 
ſo unaccountably, not to ſay ridiculouſly 


dreſſed, I thought the following lines 


* 


well ſuited to her. 


She ſought by dreſs to catch the wandering eye, 
With all the colours of a ſummer fly. 
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| She ſeemed to be * fond of Mr. 
Fancourt, who in return took every op- 
portunity of ridiculing her. 

1 would give you a deſcription of my 
partner, but fear 1 ſhould not do him 
Juſtice, as I never ſaw ſo handſome a 
man, and withall fo agreeable. There 
was a vaſt deal of company, molt of 
whom were very deſirous of knowing 
who [| was, as Miſs Fancourt paid me 
every kind of attention, 

I left Bloom Grove rather early, as ] 
knew my dear mother would nor go to 
reſt -til] J came home, Lord Summers 
handed me to the carriage, and I be- 
lieve meant to ſee me home had not Sir 
William Fancourt ſent for him the in- 
ſtant he was going to ſtep in. He was 
therefore obliged to take his leave, which 
I thought he ſeemed to do with ſome 
reluctance, ſaying he ſhould, with my 
permiſſion, do himſelf the honor of ſome- 
times calling on me with Miſs Fancourt. 

How I yawn. I can hardly keep my 
eyes open. Adieu, dear Laura. 


Yours, &c. &c. 
ELLEN SIDNEY. 
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MISS FANCOURT 
ee 


' LADY CAROLINE SEYMOUR 


"2, = | Bloom Grove. 
Can you forgive me, my dear Ca- 
roline, for letting my pen fo long lie 
inactive; but really my ſpirits have been 
ſo depreſſed, I have not been able to 
write or ſcarcely do any thing elſe. In 
company | ſtrive to appear as cheerful as 
I am uſed to be; but indeed, my. friend, 
the exertion coſts me dear; for when I 
am alone, I am a mere mope, and moſt 
commonly in tears. I never find myſelf 
ſo well as when I am in company with 
the charming Ellen Sidney; ſhe ſeems 
to have ſome ſecret grief, and there is a 
kind of ſympathy. between us, though 
we never have revealed the cauſe to each 
other: the more j am with this dear girl 
the more ſincerely 1 feel myſelf attached. 
to her: indeed we are generally together. 
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The ſocial hours how pleaſingly we f. pend, - 
In converſation with a female friend. | 


Lou muſt not be jealous of her, m 
Caroline, for well as 1 love Ellen, my firſt 
friendſhip will always hold the firſt place 
in my heart. 

J believe I left off in my laſt where I 
was juſt returned from Lady Linley's. 
I ſpent that night in a ſituation of mind 
more eaſy to be imagined than deſcribed, 
for 1 was really ill through vexation, I 
did not get any fleep till near morning, 
when I fell into a ſweet ſlumber, and 
dreamed the following remarkable dream. 
I thought I aſcended a ſteep craggy 

mountain, on the ſummit of which was 
a verdant plain, and in the middle of the 
plain was a large elegant building, the 
outſide glittering like gold and precious 
ſtones. While I was yet gazing on it, a 
woman of a moſt beautiful appearance 
accoſted me, and in a lively manner in- 
vited me in, ſaying—lovely damſel enter, 
and be ill more beautiful (if poſſible) 
than thou art already. I bowed my head 
at this romantic cmpliment. She then 
took me by the and and led me _ 

the 


the temple, which ſhe told me was 
called the Temple of Hymen, where we 
were met by two others, who deſired 
me to ſtop one. minute to change my 
dreſs; and they immediately clad me in 


a looſe robe of purple ſilk, ſaying, we 


the ſervants of Hope inveſt thee in a ce- 
leſtial garment, and inſtantaneouſly va- 
niſhed from my ſight. I had ſcarcely 
time to wonder at their ſudden depar= 
ture, before I was ſurpriſed by the ap- 


pearan:e of another female till more 


beautiful than thoſe I had before ſeen. 
She came towards me with an eaſe in 


her manner truly pleaſing, and informed 


me her name was Hope, deliring me not 
to be cait down, and bade me follow her 
to ſee the rarities of the temple. We 
ran up a'flight of ſtairs that brought us. 
to a ipacious gallery, on each ſide of 
which was a door, That, ſaid my con- 
ductreſs, pointing to the right hand, leads 
to the Temple of Hope, that on the left 
to the reſidence of Melancholy and De- 
ſpair, which if you wiſh to lee, I will 
attend you, I declined ſeeing it at all. 
We therefore entered that on the right; 
and after paſſing through a vaſt number 
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of rooms equally magnificent, we at 
length came to one in the form of a cha- 
pel, at the upper end of which fat an 
old man, whoſe name Hope told me 
was Hymen. A young man was ſtand- 
ing beſide him, who I inſtantly knew to 
be Beverley. He aroſe, and taking my 
hand, preſented me to Hymen ; "who 
Joining our hands together, ſpoke to this 
effect as nearly as I can recollect.— Con- 
tinue my children to deſerve each other, 
and you will always find happineſs and 
content within your reach. With theſe 
words he turned from us, and beckoning 
Hope, they both diſappeared in a man- 
ner that ſerved to awake me out of my 
weep: 
What, my dear Caroline, do you think 
it was? nothing more than the noiſe my 
ſweet brother made at my chamber door 
to tell me they had been waiting break=- . 
faſt for me I do not know how long, and 
that Major Harcourt was all impatience. 
I rang my bell, and began to dreſs in a 

reat hurry, not waiting tor my woman; 
who, when ſhe made her appearance, 
produced a letter directed to me. I 


| ought 1 it was Beverley's hand, and was 
2 going 
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going to ſend it back, but an impulſe of 


female curioſity obliged me to open it. 


It was, as I thought, "from Beverley. 1 
will copy it for your peruſal, the original 


J cannot part with.. | 


MR. BEVERLEY TO MISS FANCOURT.: 


Cax the moſt charming of her 


ſex pardon the trouble I have uninten- 
tionally occaſioned her; but do me the 


juſtice to believe, that had I known the 


uneaſineſs it would have cauſed you, I 
would have died rather than it ſhould 
have happened. 

I called on Lady Linley reltirdup af- 
ternoon, and finding 
and as I am on free terms at Linley 
Houle, on hearing her Ladyſhip was 
walking in the garden, haſtened to meet 
her: when hearing myſelf named by a 


voice which I knew to be your's, it was 


too flattering not to engage my whole 
attention. 1 ſtepped on the other ſide 
of the walk, where it was impoſſible for 
me to be ſeen; but when I heard you 
make that bewitching declaration in my 


favour, I, no longer maſter of my incli- 


nations, 
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the hall door open, 
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nations, was coming to throw myſelf at 
= your feet, had you not fatally prevented 
me. 

| Think, my dear Miſs Fancourt, what 
muſt have been my ſenſations on feeing 
you breathleſs in Lady Linley's arms 
owing to my inadvertency. The thoughts 
of having offended, though undeſignedly, 
has almoſt driven me to deſpair. Lite 
without your forgiveneſs would not be 
worth having. | 


= * — 
IETF Jenin 
TEN 3 


— ———_—— 


I'm doom'd to drag the ponderous chain, 
Of ſecret pangs and inward grief, 

A load which ever will remain, 
Unleſs Maria ſmiles relief. 
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I hear Sir William purpoſes marrying 
you to Lord Summers. What have! 
not to fear from a rival every way fo de- 
ſerving. Do, my lovely Maria, write if 
it is but two lines: promiſe me you will 
never be the wife of Summers, and I 
mall be comparatively happy. Your 
anſwer will bring either happineſs or ex- 

treme miſery to your fincere admirer and 
devoted e ſervant, 


CHARLES BEVERLEY., 
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I returned the following anſwer. 


- 


Miss Fancourt's compliments to 
Mr. Beverley, begs he will, not trouble 
her with any more letters, as ſhe by no 
means approves of a clandeſtine correſ- 
pondence, As he ſays it will give him 
ſome ſatisfaction, ſhe aſſures him it is. 
not her intention of ever being Lord 
Summers's wife; ſhe deſires him not to 
build any hopes on this intimation, as it 
is her firm reſolve not to receive the 
addreſſes of any man, without her father 
and brother's approbation and permiſſion 
ſhe freely pardons Mr. Beverley for what 
happened yeſterday at Lady Linley's, as 
he ſays it was not premeditated. 


be 
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T heard no more from him, but have 
ſeen him ſeveral times (when I have been 
walking with my father) diſguiſed like a 
countryman, I have not taken notice of 
it, though he always takes care to make 
me abſerve him. 

Who, my dear Lady Caroline, do you 
think has made me propoſals of mar- 
riage? *© How ſhould I know, Maria,” 
Well then you will not guels, It was 
„„ Lord 
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Lord Wilford, a nobleman of abandoned' 
morals. My father refuſed him without 
aſking my opinion, which I find has 
highly offended the haughty Peer, as he 
left the houſe threatening revenge. You 
have without doubt heard what a vile 
creature- he is, I declare I am almoſt. 
afraid leaſt he ſhould put his threats in 
execution, I hope he will not meet 
with my brother, for he is very fiery, and 
diſagreeable conſequences might enſue. 


Believe me as much your's as ever, 
| MARIA FANCOURT, 
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LORD SUMMERS 
T 0 
EDWARD SEDLEY, Es. 


| Bloom Grove. 
Ar length, dear Ned, my Goon is 
fixed. I who have all along ſo carefully 
ayoided 


tience, Sedley, all in good time. But not 
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avoided the little blind god at laſt to be 
caught in his ſnares. 1 know thou'le 
laugh at your friend, and you have my 
leave to do ſo as much as you pleaſe. 
Now for your inquiſitive face. I think I 
hear you enquire what do you mean, 
Summers, by all this preamble? do tell 
me ſomething to the purpoſe if you have 
not quite loſt your ſenſes. Patience, pa- 


to keep you any longer ! in ſuſpence, you 
muſt know that Sir William Fancourt 
gave a concert and ball to all his daugh- 
ter's acquaintance, who are very nume- 
rous, in honor of her birth day; and 
every body was invited for twenty miles 
round, You know how fond my uncle 
is of the bottle; and Major Harcourt 
not dining at home, obliged Fancourt 
and mylelf to ſtay with him after the 
concert was begun, much againſt our 
inclinations I aſſure you, 
Juſt before we left the dining parlour, 
Maria came to us, aud deſired Harry and 
I to take care of our hearts, as the fineſt 
girl in the room was juſt going to ſing, 
deſiring us to come and hear her. We 
did not want much preſſing, being hear- 
tily 
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tily tired of the old gentleman's conver- 
{ation ; but Major Harcourt coming in 
juſt as we were going, ſwore we ſhould 
not ſtir till we had joined him in a bum- 
per to Miſs Fancourt's health. We 
therefore ſat down again, but I believe 
with a very ill grace, and as ſ{»on as poſ- 
ſible followed Maria into the drawing 
room. | 5 

„ Being firſt, I opened the door very 
ſoftly for fear of diu urbing one of the 


ſweeteſt voices I ever. heard, but unfor- 


tunately we could not enter, as we in- 
tended, unperceived, for ſome of the 


gentlemen neareſt the door roſe up at 


our approach, for which | was very ſorry 
as it interrupted the mildeſt, ſofteſt notes 


imaginable. 1 inſtantly enquired who 
ſhe was. No one could tell; had never 


ſeen her before. | therefore applied. to. 


Miſs Fancourt, who informed me her 


name was Sidney, and obliginely offered- 


to introduce me to her fair friend; and 


Harry having joined us, begged to be of 
the party. She received us, as Miſs 
Fancourt's relations, with great polite- 
Never did I till that inſtant be- 
hold any one half ſo lovely; and * 
| N | tl 
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till then had I ſeen the woman who 
could engage my attention for any length 
of time; for if they have beauty, it is 
generally diminiſned by affectation and 
tolly; but if I go on moralizing, you 
will think I am turned a methodiſt preach- 
er. Miſs Sidney is the moſt beautiful 
girl 1 ever beheld. 1 am halt tempted 
to deſcribe her, though I am ſure it will 
be an impoſſibility to do her juſtice. She 
is above the middle ſize, delicately 
formed, her hair and eye brows are a 
light brown, her ſoft blue eyes carry 
inexpreſſible ſweetneſs in them, an aqui- 
line noſe, white teeth, pouting lips, a 


well turned chin, an hand and arm with- 
out equal, and a complexion that rivals 


the lilly in whiteneſs. TEES 
This is her picture; and 1 have not 
painted her half ſo lovely as ſhe really is. 


I cannot deſcribe her better than by theſe 


hoes. 


How beautiful her mein,. 

Sweet and languiſhing her fine blue eyes, 
Her delicate form and charming ſteps, 
Graces the very ground ſhe treads, 
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I was under the neceſſity of afking: 
Miſs Fancourt to dance, but ſhe was. 
molt fortunately engaged. I then flew 
to the lovely Ellen (for that I find is her 
name), on the wings of love, and begged 
her to honor me with her hand for the 

evening. I was bur juſt in time, for 
ſhe had but juſt given her conſent, when. 
1 heard Fancourt ſay he hoped to have 
the ſupreme felicity of dancing with the 
lovely Miſs Sidney. What anſwer ſhe 
made I know not; but he came up to 

me wich diſappointment in his looks: 
d—1n it, Summers, ſaid he, why did you 
engage the prettieſt girl in the room? I 
ſhould have thought Miſs Harcourt would: 

have done for ſuch a grave fellow as you: 
are, I anſwered with a ſmile, that I 
underſtood his regard for that lady was. 
ſo great, 1 had purpolely left her for- 
him. He turned from me, and I went, 
to attend my charming partner. We 
immediately joined the dance; but how 
great was my amazement to ſce Harry 
Fancourt take out Miſs Harcourt in pre- 
ference to the many pretty women that. 
were then fitting by: he made this anti- 
quated virgin (or rather youthful as wm 
| Calls. 
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calls herſelf) truly ridiculous by mimick- 


ing her whenever he had an opportunity, 
to the infinite diverſion of the younger 
part of the company. I muſt confeſs ! 
think ſhe deſerved it, for appearing quite 


out of character, in joining with a ſet 


who were all young enough to be her 
ſons and daughters. toro our 

The charming Ellen wiſhed to be at 
home early; therefore Sir William's car- 
riage was ordered much ſooner than I 
wiſhed, « I intended to have gone home 
wich her, that I might have known where 
to have ſeen her; but juſt as I was go- 
ing to ſtep after her into the carriage, a 
meſſage was brought me from my uncle 
deliring I would come to make out a ſet 


for cotillions. You may imagine I was 


not very well pleaſed to be obliged to 
let my charming partner go home by her- 


ſelf; but making a ſlight apology for 


leaving her, and ſaying | ſhould do myſelf 


the honor of calling on her with Miſs Fan- 


court, I returned again to the ball room.. 
I now had the pleaſure of dancing with 
Miſs Fancourt, as her partner, Sir Tho- 
mas L——, was ſent for home expreſs. 
As ſoon as that pert, diſagreeable crea- 


ture 
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ture, Miſs Harcourt, eſpied me, ſhe ex- 
 claimed—1in the name of mercy, Lord 
Summers, have you been all this while 
handing Miſs Sidney to her carriage ; for 
my part [ think the men are all infatua- 
ted with her: the girl is well enough, 
but there are many that furpaſs her, 
drawing up her head, as much as to ſay 
J am one of thoſe. I turned from her 
with diſdain; and the cotillions ſoon 
beginning, forgot for a time that there 
was ſuch a diſagreeable being as Miſs 
Harcourt exiſting. 
1 have got Maria's permiflion to at- 
tend her to Maple Vale, whicher ſhe is 
going to fee her charming friend; that 
J may find her at home is the ſincere: 
wiſh of your 
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LETTER XII. 


MISS SIDNEY 
10 
MISS BERTIE 


Tn IS Lord Summers, my dear Laura, 
is quite an unfaſhionable creature. Do we 
ever hear any of our modern beaux boaſt 
of being charitable? No! they think it 
beneath them to enquire after the diſ- 
treſſes of their fellow creatures; not ſo 
with the amiable and conſiderate Lord 
Summers; but 1 ought to explain myſelf. 
J went, as I frequently do, to ſee the 
family of a poor man, who has been a 
ſoldier, and ſerved ſeveral years abroad, 
but who is now ſo very. poor as not to be 
able to provide for a wife and five chil- 
dren, how ſhould he. I had not been 
there long before I ſaw ſeveral horſemen 
and dogs paſs by. I naturally ran to the 
door of this miſerable hut, I cannot call 
it cottage, when the firſt perſon that rode 
by was Lord Summers. I endeavoured 
| tt 
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to conceal myſelf, but found it to no 
purpoſe, as he ſaw me when I firſt ap- 
peared at the door; and giving his horſe 


to his ſervant, came into the hut. The 


poor ſoldier's children ran away at the 
fight of a ſtranger, but on my aſſuring 
them he would not do them harm, they 
ventured to return. I left a half crown 
with the poor woman, who was ſick in 


bed (for now my Laural have not much 


to give). Lord Summers followed my 
example, and likewiſe gave ſomething to 
the poor ſoldier, what it was 1 do not 


know; but it I may judge by his thank- 
fulneſs, it was no inconſiderable preſent, 
We took our leave, and my Lord con- 
ducted me home; but has ever ſince be- 
haved in ſo cold and diſtant a manner as 


convinces me I have done ſomething to 


diſpleaſe him: but what ought his diſ- 


pleaſure to ſignify to me? nothing at all. 


J am almoſt afraid, my ſweet friend, that 
1 behold Lord Summers with too much 
partiality; but I dare not indulge the 


idea of his prefering me to any other wo- 
man; for when J am by, his attention to 
every other is ſo pointed, it cannot 


the 


the pad to Miſs Harcourt's con- 
verſation rather than mine. Does not 
that plainly ſhew he deſpiſes me, but 
for what I cannot tell, I muſt wave this 
ſubject or I ſhall tire you to death. 

] was prevented from going again to 


my poor penſioners (as I call "them) for 


vpwards of a week after; but how was 
J ſurpriſed to ſee à total revolution in 


their once uncomfortable habitation. You 
now no longer ſaw the {ky through the 


top of the houſe, tor it had been nicely 


thatched, the rooms (for they have two) 


newly furniſhed, and the children well 
cloathed, 1 enquired what charitable 
perſon had relieved them ſo bountifully, 
How pleaſed was I to hear it was Lord 
Summers, though he had given orders 
not to have his name mentioned; but 
their gratitude was ſo exceſſive they could 
not conceal the name of their generous 
benefactor, Such, my Laura, is Lord 
Summers. He does not wait to be aſked 
for charity, but is always before hand in 
relieving thoſe who are in want. 

Miſs Fancourt and her brother have 


{ent to let me know they intend drinking 
tea 
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tea with me, but not a word of Lord 
Summers. | + in 

Jam called to dinner, but will take the 
earlieſt opportunity of again writing to 
you, I have not forgot your requeſt, 
and ſhall ſet about it to-morrow. 


Ever your's, 


E. SIDNEY, 
— —— — 


LETTER XI. 


LORD SUMMERS 


T Oo | 
EDWARD SEDLEY, Ex 


ES | Bloom Grove. 
On: Sedley, Sedley, what an hea- 
venly girl is this Ellen: no wonder love 
her, when the whole village ſhe lives in 
perfectly adore her. | 
In my return from hunting ſome ſhort 
time ſince (rather Jate in the ſeaſon you'll 
ſay) 1 perceived Miſs Sidney at the door 
of a miſerable hut. I was ſurpriſed, but 

= Immediately 
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immediately diſmounted and went in to 
ſpeak to her, where I was witneſs to a 
ſcene of the greateſt poverty that can be 
imagined : a poor man, 'who ſhe told 
me had been a ſoldier, but is now inca- 
pable of even moving without the aſſiſt- 
ance of ſome one to ſupport him, his 
wife fick in bed, and his children in rags, 
their houſe entirely unthatched, and in 
ſhort nothing could be more miſerable. 
The lovely Ellen, like an angel as ſhe 
is, endeavoured to moderate their diſ- 
treſſes by promiſing to ſend them ſome 
provitions; and ſtepping into a place 
not larger or better than a pig ſty, gave 
ſomething to the Poor woman as I over- 
heard by the lively expreſſions of grati- 
tude ſhe uttered. EL 
1 had the honor of conducting Miſs 
Sidney home, and all the way was laying 
a plan for my future behaviour, for why 
ſhould I, by my attention, make her 
think I am more intereſted in her happi- 
neſs than in any other woman's, when 1 
am fo ſhortly to marry Miſs Fancourt, 
who, though every way amiable, I can- 
not be happy with. I perceive, and 
with grief, that without the lovely Ellen 
Vor. I. „ I cannot 
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I cannot enjoy thoſe pleaſures which as 
a young man are my due. Cruel are 
thoſe fathers who inſiſt on their children's 
marrying a perſon they either do not or 
cannot love. 

_ Miſs Fancourt wanted me -eflenday 
to walk with her to Maple Vale; but 1 
excuſed myſelf by a pretended engage- 
ment elſewhere; however I repented af- 
terwards my readineſs to excuſe myſelf, 
as ſhe took Fancourt with her, and he, 
no doubt, was making love to the charm- 
| Ellen the whole time: he ſeems as 
Dh pleaſed with her as I am ; and by 
the Jength of their viſit, I am perfuaded 
they found it very agreeable ; particu- 
larly Harry, who was 1n raptures the 
whole evening, for which he was very 
ſeverely rallied by Miſs Harcourt, who 
could not think Miſs Sidney any hand- 
ſomer than other people. I put an end 
to this diſpute by ſaying Miſs Sidney 
exceeded by far all the women I had ever 
ſeen, and propoſed to the gentlemen to 
drink her health in a bumper, to which 
they readily conſented. I was vexed 


when I came to reſlect on the warmth 
with 
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with which I had expreſſed myſelf, but 
hope they did not obſerve it. 

Heavens! here is Miſs Sidney coming 
up the lawn. I muſt fly to meet her. 
Ah! no. 1 forget all my reſolution at 
the fight of this amiable girl. Fancourt 
1s going that way. I muſt not leave 
them together, or I ſhall loſe my ſenſes, 
Adieu Ned, pity the foibles of 


Your faithful 
SUMMERS, 


LETTER XIV. 


MISS SIDNEY 
TY 


MISS BERTIE 


O | | Maple Vale. 

H ! my deareſt Laura, I have been 
in ſuch a fright, I know not what to do. 
It is folly to fret about it; but 1 will tell 


you the particular of my loſs. My mo- 
E 2 ther 
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ther and I roſe very early this morning 
to take a walk up the hill that overſha- 
dows our houte. When we returned it 
was but eight o'clock, and we were 
both ſo hungry, we red breakfaſt 
immediately, which is near two hours 
earlier than uſual. As the things were 
taking away, my mother retired to write 
ro her gocd friend Mrs. Hammond, and 
I to the parlour facing the garden to put 
the finithing ſtr oke to the picture you 
have ſo often ſolicited me for. I had 
that one before me which my mother 
had taken laſt year, and which you ſaid 
was a very good likeneſs. I had juſt 
done it, when the door opened and Miſs 
Fancourt, her brother, and the too agree- 
able Lord Summers, were announced. 
J own I was ſorry for the intruſion, as I 
was employed in doing ſomething for 
my charming Laura, which ſhe is pleaſed 
to ſay will add to her happineſs. 
Miſs Fancourt came in firſt, and in 
her lively manner ſaid, what drawing, 
Miſs Sidney? oh pray let me ſee what it 
is. 1 ſhewed her the one I had done, 
which the praiſed much, ſaying, it was 


by no means a flattering en While 
we 


; A Ser EA WAL n F ˙—51ͥennnn OT TG 1 e A 4 2 — 
5 bf . 8 Ne. 3 Ms” Jo 5 5 NS Te FER he IN KI ED BE VERO 5 2 1 e „ 
18 Y F eo SIE VIS. . Nn A DE 3 e N r 3 
, n Fs br I OREN Hae SEN 8 A oro PG S „ a Ry et RT We} n 8 S 
J —rsgsæ . Ib RIA Fon PABDDCIE Ear Fon no 
N " " ” N * 


MAPLE VALE. 77 


- 


we were ſpeaking, the gentlemen, who 
had ſtaid a little behind to give orders 
to their ſervant, came in; and Mr. Fan- 
court overhearing the laſt ſentence, ex- 
claimed, what likeneſs? a likeneſs of 
Miſs Sidney? oh it muſt be charming; 


may l look at it, ſweet Maria, for by 


h you ſeem as if you did not intend 
to part with it. 
You are a mad creature, Harry. 
Well, replied he, I will be very ſad 
and iolemn if you will let me look at it, 


(throwing himſelf on his knees before 


her, and making a moſt pitiful face). 

Indeed Harry, you ſhall not have it, 
for I intend to keep it for myſelf, if Miſs 
Sidney will give it me. 

I ſaid the muſt excuſe me, as I was 
doing it for a friend who had often aſked 
me for it. It cannot be, but I thought 
I heard Lord Summers ſay, happy friend; 
but it muſt have been only an illuſion, 
he could not ſay it. His affections are 


engaged elſewhere; if not, Ellen Sid- 


ney, without fortune or friends, is not 
the wife the Earl of Belmont has a right 
to expect for his ſon. 1 muſt confeſs F: 
was ſurpriſed chat he did not in the leaſt 

E 3 expreſs 
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expreſs a defire to ſee it, but on the con- 
trary, ſtood with his arms folded as if 


abſorbed in thought (I never ſaw fo ele- 
gant a figure.) He at laſt aſked it of 


Miſs Fancourt for her brother, ſaying, do 
let him look atit. I am ſure he will 


return it when he has ſatisfied his cu- 


rioſity. {SP +” 

I am happy to find your Lordſhip is 
at length awake, cried ſhe; but he ſhall 
not have it, although you aſk it for him. 
You find, Fancourt, I can't perſuade 
your lifter to let you have it. 

What, Summers, are you fo careleſs 
about it as not to wiſh for a ſight of it 
yourlelf ? | 

You miſtake me, Fancourt. I am al- 


ways happy to ſee any thing belong- 


ing to Miſs Sidney, but think it need— 
leſs to wiſh for her reſemblance when J 
have the charming original before my 


eyes. 


There was a compliment, Laura; ſuch 
a one as he never paid me before. I am 


. fearful J expoſed myſelf, for I felt I 
bluſhed extremely: but why? it was but 
a compliment; and if Mr. Fancourt had 
ſaid it, I ſhould not have minded it. I 


believe 
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believe he did not perceive my confu- 
fion, or he would have rallied me un- 
mercifully. | 

Il begged of Miſs Fancourt to reſtore 
me the picture, as I meant to fend it in 
the evening, 

She replied on one condition I ſhould 
have it, would I promiſe to obſerve it 
punctually. 

I will do any thing to oblige Miſs 
Fancourt, (aid I, if it is in my power. 

Well then it is in your power; for it 
is to draw me one exactly like this, to 
comfort me when ablent from Bloom 
Grove, or cannot have the plcaſure of 
ſeeing you. 

IT ſaid I would do as ſhe deſired, but 
feared it would not be worth her ac- 
ceptance...  <: 

Muſt I then give up the charming re- 
ſemblance of my Ellen, cried ſhe, hold- 
ing out her hand, which her brother 
caught with both his. | 

Who has it now, my dear ſiſter ? *tis 
admirably done. I have a great mind 
to keep it, unleſs you (turning to me) 
vill make me the lame promiſe you made 


- Maria, 
E 4 I told 
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I rold him he really muſt excuſe me, 


as I feared I had promiſed more to his 


ſiſter than T could perform. 
Then I ſwear, anſwered he, you ſhall 
neither of you ſee it again. 
Iwashalfangry with him, and ſaid it muſt 
poſitively go to the next town this even- 
ing; but ſtill he would not give it me, unleſs 
I would give him another, to which I 
was obliged to acquietce, but I believe 
with a very ill grace, I think, nay 1 
am almoſt certain I jaw him lay it down 
on the table where I had been drawing, 
ſaying, remember your promiſe to me, 
Miſs Sidney ;z never mind Maria's ; ſhe 
ſhall be indulged with a ſight of mine 
ſometimes, it ſhe behaves well. 
Thomas came juſt then to tell me J 
was wanted for five minutes. I there- 


fore aſked the Fancourts and Lord Sum- 
mers if they would ſtay in the parlour | 


till my return, or take a turn in the gar- 


den. 


Oh the garden by all means, ſaid Mr. 


Fancourt. I ſhall have the vapours if I 


ſtay in the houſe two ſeconds without 


Miſs Sidney's agreeable converſation to 
enliven me, | 


I acknow- 
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I acknowledged this fine compliment by 

a flight curtſey, and lett them going into 
the garden. It was my manrua-maker that 
wanted me, who not detaining me long, 
I quickly returned ro my viſitors, who 1 
found had ſeated themielves in my little 
arbour at the top of the garden. As 
ſoon as they ſaw me, they came to meet 
me, and Miſs Fancourt laid, I declare, 
my dear Ellen, I quite forgot the intent 
of my coming here this morning, and 
neither of my companions would put me 
in mind of 1t. 
Indeed, repited her brother, I was ſo 
taken up in contemplating che picture, I 
never thought of it. 

And pray, my Lord, what was you 

thinking of? ſaid the lively Maria. I 

ſuppoſe, wile Harry was contemplating 

the picture, you was thinking ot the ori- 
ginal; was it not ſo? 

I ſtooped to gather a flower that my 
bluſhes might not be taken notice of; IS 
for | really was lo contuſed at the latter be: 
part of her ſpeech, I knew not what to 3 

do. Lord Summers ſeemed not to like 

it any better than I did, for he imme- 
diately turned the converſation by ſaying 

E 5 to 
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to Miſs Fancourt, I fear you will forget 
your errand again. 
Oh la! Well, my dear Sidney, J came 
to aſk you to be of a party to Sir Foſter 
Binmore's this evening. We ſhall have 
the coach for thoſe who do nor ride, 
among which number I have reckoned 
your mother, as I hope ſhe will not re- 
fuſe us the pleaſure of her company. 
You no doubt will ride; but if you had 
rather go in the coach, my father will 
give up his ſeat to you. | 

I anſwered 1 ſhould be happy to attend 
them, but had no horſe. 

That ſhall not prevent you, faid ſhe, 
You ſhall have the one my brother uſu- 
ally rides, which is very quiet, and he 
may have any other, I ſuppoſe Harry, 
you have not any objection to lend it 
Miſs Sidney. 

Certainly not. Miſs Sidney is vaſtly 
welcome to it. | 

I thanked him, and accepted the offer 
of going with them, and ſaid ] would 

ſtep and aſk my mother if ſhe would 
accompany us. She readily conſented, 
as ſhe would not again mortify Miſs 


Fancourt with a retulal, I returned to 
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them, and ſaid my mother would not 
fail to be of the party, provided ſhe did 
not take any one's ſeat in the carriage. 

My amiable friend afſured me ſhe did 
not, and deſired me to thank her for 
what ſhe termed her condeſcenſion; 
when looking at her watch, ſhe ex- 
claimed, blets me! it is almoſt one 
o clock, and we are to dine as early as 
two, and ſct off by five. Miſs Harcourt 
will be in a fine humour with us for 
leaving her fo long by herſelf, I will 
ſend the carriage at "four, added ſhe, if 
you think you hall be ready by that 
time. 

Their time, I ſaid, would be our's. 
They then withed me a good morning, 
and returned home. 

no thought ot my picture, and went 
into the parlour to put it up, in order 
to lend it you this evening ; but how was 
] ſurpriſed at not being able to find it. 
I have looked every where I can think 
of, but to no purpoſe. I mult there- 
fore conclude Mr. Fancourt is the perſon 
that has it; if it is fo, I ſhall be very 
angry with him. I at. firſt thought Mts 


Fancourt might take! it out of a frolic, 
but 
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but ſhe would hardly do ſo after the pro- 
miſe I made her. Lord Summers, who 
had not even the curioſity to look at it, 

cannot be the perſon ; ; it muſt un— 
doubtedly be Mr. Fancourt, and I am 
determined to tax him with having taken 
it this evening. 

It is half paſt two, and I muſt Jreſs 
and dine before four. I will not ſeal my 
letter till my return from Sir Foſter's. 1 
hear there are two Miſs Binmores, but of 
them bye and bye. 


1 1 had not ſpirits to go on with my 
letter laſt night; but being ſomewhat 
better to-day, will continue from where 
J left off. 
We had a delightful evening. In the 
coach was Major and Miſs Hareourt, Sir 
William Fancourt, and my mother; on 
horfeback, Miſs Fancourt, a Miſs Grey, 
who lives in the neighbourhood of Bloom 
Grove, Lord Summers, Mr. Fancourt, 
and myſelf, I had put on a new great 
coat, which I had made on my leaving 
town; and I can aſſure you, Harry Fan- 
court was not a little profuſe in his com- 
* Plirnentace- 
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pliments—compliments which he might 
plainly ſee were unwiſhed tor. 

As ſoon as my mother and I reached 
Bloom Grove, Miſs Harcourt ran out to 
meet us with all the childiſh airs ſhe 
could poſſibly put on, ſaying, Lord Miſs 
Sidney, what a pretty habit, a great coat 
I proteſt; well it is vaſtly becoming; I 
think J will have one like it. What did 
you give for it? who made it? where 
did you buy it? Thus ſhe ran on (with- 
out waiting for an anſwer to any of her 
queſtions) till ſhe, was out of breath. I 
then ſati-ficd her in all theſe particulars, 
I will write to town to-morrow, ſaid ſhe, 
and order one of the ſame as your's. I - 
ſhall find it ſo convenient to ride on 
horſeback in. I] uſed to be very fond of 
that exerciſe; and Mr. Fancourt, ad- 
dreſſiag her diſcourſe to him, will I am 
Jure attend me. 
| He made her a low bow, and id he 
was always at her ſervice, 

I know you are very good, returned 
ſhe, (hanging her head on one fide to 
look more childiſh); pray go and ſee 
when your ſiſter will be ready, and tell 
her Mrs, and Miſs n are here. He 
Was 
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was hardly gone, when a ſervant came 
from Miſs Fancourt to beg I would ſtep 
into her dreſſing room for a few minutes. 
In my way thither I met Sir William, 
who paid me many compliments on my 
& mended looks, for you muſt know I had 
a very bad head ach the laſt time I was 
there. 

I found Miſs Fanicourt looking over a 
great number of habits as not knowing 
which to chuſe. Oh, cried ſhe, I am 
glad you are come. Do tell me which 
I ihil put on: but I ſee you have blue, 
I will therefore imitate you in that. 
Harper reach me that blue habit, with 
yellow buttons, and white collar. She 
took it from her woman, and put it on 
in a minute, and vaſtly well ſhe looked: 
a black hat put on rather on one ſide 
fhaded the prettieſt forehead ever ſeen. 

We then went into the drawing room, 
and found them all aſſembled. Mails 
Fancourt introduced me to Mils Grey, 
an agrecable young lady: the ſeems to 
be about twenty-one, 1s of a fine height, 
and pleaſing in her manners, but has not 
an handſome face, indeed if it was, it 

Would ve PRO by aitectation, which 
entirely 
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entirely takes off the pleaſure you have 
in looking at her at firſt ſight. 

Wie were to let thoſe who went in the 
coach ſet off ſome time before us that 
we might eſcape the duſt. As they were 
ſtepping in Miſs Harcourt expreſſed her 
forrow at not being able to join our 
party, but aſſured us the next excurſion 
we made on horfeback ſhe would not 
fail to attend us. The Major, her bro- 
ther, who I believe was vexed to hear 
her expoſe herſelf, deſired her either to 
get in or out, and not ſtand chattering 
there all day, She then entered the car- 
riage with the affitiarce of Lord Sum- 
mers, (as Mr. Fancourt was gone in for 
his hat). They had proceeded ſome 
yards, when we heard ſuch a ſcreaming 
and chirping of come here popper, that 
we could not think what was the mat- 
ter, but ſoon found out the occaſion of 
this uproar by Miſs Harcourt's Abigail, 


who made her entre with /a petete bejoui | 


wrapt up in her apron, the ſenſcleis ani- 
mal preferring a good dinner to the em- 
braces of his miſtrels. 5 
It was now our turn to mount; Lord 
Summers lifted Mis Grey on her horſe, 
_ "mn 
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ol ſtood talking to her, leaving Mr. Fans 
court to aſſiſt his ſiſter and me; but Mifs 
| Fancourt would not be put off ſo, but 
ſaid, loud enough for him to hear—Lord 
Summers is ſo taken up with Miſs Grey, 
he will noteven helpusto getonour horſes, 
and I aſſure you I am not very fond of 
having my brother for my beau. 
This {peech had the deſired effect: 
his Lordſhip made many apologies for his 
inattention, and immeciately came to her 
aſſiſtance; while with the help f Mr Fan- 
court I mounted mine: bur I muſt own, 
Laura, | was almoſt afraid, having had no 
practice lately : in my grandtather s life- 
time, he uſcd to take a plealure in ſeeing 
me ride, moſt days and during the vaca- 
tion accompanied me, but that happy 
period 1s paſſed. 
We arrived at the Grove ſoon after 
the reſt of our party, and were very po- 
litely received by Sir Foſſet and Lady 
Binmore, who ordered a ſervant to let 
Miis Binmores and their brother know we 
were there. 
Sbe had ſcarce done ſpeaking before 
Mr, Binmoxe made his appearance: a 
fine tall youth, about eigteen : rather 
handſome 
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| handſome than otherwiſe ; affects the 


man too much, and is willing to be 


thought very learned by often repeating 
the names of Homer, Virgil, &c. &c. 
He paid his compliments to all in a very 
genteel ealy manner, and ſeated himſelf 
next Miſs Fancourt, who ſeemed very 
well pleaſed with his converſation, which 
was lively, and therefore well adapted 
to her. I could eaſily ſee the object of 
their mirth was Miſs Harcourt, as they 
frequently glanced their eyes that WAY, 


Lord Summers was very attentive to 


Miſs Grey, and ſeemed to avoid me as 
much as poſſible; in return I was obliged 
to take up with Mr. Fancourt, who entre 
nous, I do not much like, ht has ſo much 
the manners of a libertine: but he is the 
darling of his father and ſiſter, ſo mum. 
It was near ſeven o'clock before the 
Miſs Binmores made their appearance, 
accompanied by a Captain D , to 
whom they ſay Miſs Mary is going to be 
married; but I cannot think there 1s 
any truth in it, as ſhe flirted very pret- 
tily with Mr. Fancourt, and Captain 
D was preſent, a poor ſtupid look- 
ing animal. ir; 
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Binmore ſaid he uſually went to when 
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The eldeſt Miſs Binmore has the moſt 

lovely face I ever beheld, but has the 
misfortune to be very ſhort and large. 
Miſs Fancourt tells me ſhe is to be mar- 
ried to a very worthy clergyman of good 
fortune beſides church preferment. Miſs 


Mary is younger than her brother, has 
not ſo handſome a face as her ſiſter, but 


is beautifully formed, 1 5 
After tea they propoſed a ramble in 
the wood, to which we all readily aſ- 
ſented, Miſs Harcourt excepted, who 
had unfortunately engaged herſelf at 

cards, 
The wood is very pleaſant, and thick 


ſet with trees, for the benefit of the ſhade. 


At the fartheſt end of it appeared aimall 
cottage, furniſhed in the neareſt manner, 
and a goud library to retire to in the 
warm weather, which they told me they 
often did. Over the door of the cottage 


woas written in large characters this ſingle 


line. 


CONTENTMENT IS WEALTH. 


At a ſmall diſtance from this retired 
habitation was placed a ſeat, which Mr. 


he 
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he had a mind to ſtudy ; for, continued 
he, there is no ſuch thing as reading with 
any attention when my ſiſters are by, 
their tongues run ſo deviliſh faſt. 

We now returned to the houſe through 
the garden, which was well laid out. 
Sir William propoſed taking leave, as we 
were to ſee Miſs Grey home, which 
lengthened our ride two miles. It was a 
beautiful moonlight evening; and as 
Mr, Fancourt rode by the ſide of me, I 
thought this was an opportunity not to 
be neglected. I therefore taxed him in 
very plain terms with taking my picture 

in the morning. He proteſted he had 
not, ſaying whatever inclination he might 
have for it, my expreſs command to the 
contrary had reſtrained bim. 
Well, but you do poſitively ſay, you 
have not taken it. 

By my ſoul! exclaimed he, I did not 
touch it after you ſaw me lay it down: at 
the table we were ſitting at. 

I ſhall believe you, cried I, ſince you 
are fo ſerious; but J imagined you 
might have hid it by way of a frolic. 
No indeed, he thought it no frolic to 
ſport with Miss Sidney's reſemblance. 

] perceive, 
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1 perceive Mr. Fancourt, ſaid I, you 
you are getting into your complimenting 
ſtrain, therefore excuſe me if I join your 


ſiſter and Miſs Grey, (who with Lord 
Summers were a little before us). I 


meant only to canter till I came up with 


them; but whether any thing trightened 
the horle, or it was owvig to my not 
managing him judiciouſly, I cannot tell; 

but he ſet off a full gallop, I kept my 
ſeat and did pretty well for the firit three 


miles, but I ſoon atier became tired, A 


countryman tried to ſtop him by ſtanding 
in the middle of the road, which being 


very narrow, the creature could not 20 on 
4 ane fide or the other but leaped over the 


hedge, which being very low, I till 
kept my lear, though with che utmoſt 
difficulty. He carried me acroſs ſeve- 
ral fields, till at length | eſpied a gate, 
which I thought would effectually ſtop 
him, but 1 was miſtaken, for contrary 
to my expectation he leaped that allo 


with amazing dexterity, but threw me 


on the ground. 


This is all I can remember, as I fainted 
immediately, owing to the ſhock of the 
fall. I have {ſince been told that Lord 


Summers 


— 
— 
* 2 
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Summers was the only perſon that could 
keep ſighe of me. Some travellers paſſ- 
ing by, he erquired the neareſt way to 
Bloom Grove, and diſpatched ſome of 
them for a haiſe, and others for a ſur- 
geon. A chaiſe from Bloom Grove ſoon 
arrived. I was lifted into it, and re- 
mained ſenfeleſs till after I arrived at 
Sir William Fanc urt's. On my reco- 
very I had the inexpreſſible pleaſure to 
obſerve Lord Summers very attentively 
watching the leaſt change that might 
happen. When I firſt opened my eyes, 
he was kneeling by the {ide of the bed 
they had laid me on, with one of my 
hands in his. — She lives, ſhe lives! ex- 
claimed he; thanks to the Diſpoſer of 
all things. 

I withdrew my hand, and as well as 
I was able thanked him for the trouble 
he had had on my account. 

Call it not trouble, lovely Miſs Sidney, 
again taking my hand; happy am I ir 
was in my power to keep up with you, 
It is impoſſible to paint the deſpair which 
took poſſeſſion of my whole ſoul when I 
ſaw you breathleſs on the earth; but my 

uneaſineis 
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* 
vneaſineſs is now turned to joy to find 
you begin to recover. 

This he ſaid in a half whiſper, 4 be- 
ing ſoon after called out of the room, I 
took that opportunity (with the aſſiſtance 
of Miſs Fancourt's maid) to rite, and 
went into the drawing room to wait for 
the reſt of our party. 

Lord Summers ſoon joined me, and 
we chatted on indifferent ſubjects; tho” 

I muſt own ] thought he behaved to me 
with great tenderneſs; but that perhaps 
might be owing to his humanity, of 
which he has a large ſhare. The entrance 
of Mr. Fancourt put an end to our tete 
a tete, and Lord Summers relapſed into 
his uſual cooInets, The former expreſſed. 
great joy to ſee me, and ſaid ſomething 
to Lord Summers, which he ſeemed to“ 
anſwer with ſome degree of paſſion, but 
they ſhook hands, and were friends again 

inſtantly. 

My good mother and Miſs Fancourt 
next entered the room; the former 
threw her arms round me, and embraced 
me with all the warmth of paternal af- 
fection; nor was Miſs Fancourt in the 
leaſt behind hand in congratulating me 

On 
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on my narrow eſcape. I received com- 
pliments from the whole family, and a 
very preſſing invitation to pals the night 
at Bloom G:ove : but my mother thought 
T ſhould be more at my eaſe at home, 
therefore declined ſtaying. Lord Sum- 
mers and Mr, Fancourt ſupported me to 
the coach, and ſaid they hoped to find 
me in better ſpirits to-morrow, when 
they ſhould call to enquire after me. 
The inſtant I got home | went to bed, 
but not to reſt; the occurrences of the 
day had taken ſuch ſtrong poſſeſſion of 
my mind that I could get no ſleep for 
ſeveral hours. My mother would fit by 
me beſt part of the night, for fear her 
Elten ſhould not be taken proper care of 
by the ſervant. 

I can aſſure you, my dear Laura, I 
am very far from well to-day : ſuch 
quick riding does not at all agree with 
me. I ſhall begin another picture to-day, 
and hope ſoon to have the pleaſure of 
lending it to you, | 

] hear my mother ſtirring, therefore 
muſt conclude this long letter, as ſhe 
will not be pleaſed to ſee me writing ſo. 
early. That health and happineſs may 

attend 
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attend my dear Laura is the ſincere wiſh 


of 
her affectionate friend, 


ELLEN SIDNEY, 


IL EK T TIN W. 


Mas. SIDNEY 
10 
Ms. HAMMOND, 


1 Maple Vale. 
Received your kind letter, my dear 
Mrs. Hammond, a few days ago: it was 
indeed a comfort to me, as my ſpirits 
were exceedingly low on account of my 
dear Ellen, who looks very poorly, and 
is I am ſure far from well. She ſighs 
often, and when Ienquire the cauſe, an- 
ſwers - it is only a habit J have got, but 
if it gives my dear mamma any uneaſi- 
neſs J will ſtrive to break myſelf of it. 
Good heavens l. how the moſt diſtant 
idea 


idea of lofi ing whe wrings my very heart: 


alas! ſhe is now my only comfort, and 
if any thing ſhould happen to her, it will 
bring me with ſorrow to the grave. I 


aſked her the other day if the alteration 


in our circumſtances affected her; per- 
haps, continued J, not living in the line 
of life we have been uſed to 

She interrupted me; and looking eqr- 
neſtly in my face for ſome minutes, 
burſt into tears.—Oh Madan, cried ſhe, 
how can you think ſo cruelly of your El- 
len. I thought you had been ſufficiently 


acquainted with me to know, that a cot- 


tage with your company, would be far 


more preterable to me than a palace 


without it. She then left the room to 
conceal her tears, which flowed apace 
down her lovely face. 

I fear ſhe is nouriſhing a hopeleſs 


paſſion for Lord Summers, for if his 


name is mentioned, her face is covered 
with bluſhes. This to an indifferent 
perſon might not be obſervable; but to 
me who watch her every word and look, 
it is but too viſible. When he addrefles 
himſelf to her in converſation, ſhe ſtam- 
mers, ſeems confuſed, and does not an- 

. F ſwer 
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{wer him with the ſam? eaſe ſhe would 
any other perſon : he is undoubtedly 
very amiable, but not the man Ellen 
Sidney mult now think of for a huſband : 
had Colonel Sidney been alive, it would 
have altered the caſe: Ellen might 
then have been looked on as a proper 
wife for Lord Summers. 

We often ſee the Fancourts they call 
or ſend moſt days, and generally take 
Ellen with them.—I fear Mrs. Sidney, 
you will not love me, ſays the lively 
Miſs Fancourt, for robbing you fo fre- 
quently of your daughter. 

What would I not give had Ellen ſuch 
charming ſpirits; though I ſometimes 
think they are forced, for in the midſt 
of all her gaiety a figh will ſometimes 
intrude itſelf, as if her heart was not 
quite at eale, particula ly if you mention 
her intended marriage with Lord Sum- 
mers. I happened to fall on that ſub- 
ject the other day when we were by our- 
. ſelves. Oh do not mention it, my dear 
Mrs. Sidney, I hate the very wennn. 
of it. | 

Few 1 believe, faid Fllen with a figh, 

| would 
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would reject ſo accompliſhed a man as 
Lord Summers. | 

Do you really think ſo, my dear, re- 
plied Mats Fancourt with an arch ſmile, 
I wiſh you was in my place with all my 
heart, I am ſure you would make my 
Lord a much better wife than 1 chould, 
you have ſo much more gravity in your 
diſpoſition than J. 

She had hardly finiched this f peech 
before Ellen roſe haſtily and left the 
room, and on her return ſeemed as if 
ſhe had been in tears. Bleſs me, my, 
dear, ſure you are not well, exclaimed. 
Miſs Fancourt. | 

It was only a giddineſs J was ſeized 
with, anſwered ſhe, and I have been in 
the air, which has quite recovered me. 

I only mention this trifling circum- 
ſtance, that you may be able to judge 
whether my fears are entirely groundleſs 
or not. I believe I forgot to tell you 
that ſhe is gone an airing with Miſs Fan- 
court and Miſs Harcourt (a viſitor at 
Bloom Grove): they are uſt returned. 

We have had a moſt charming ride, 
ma'am, ſaid tlie former as ſhe entered 


the room where I am writing 
FS I'm 
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I'm ſore J don't know where the 
charms of it were, yawned Miſs Har- 
court; for my part I ſaw nothing but 
fields and trees. 1 proteft I had rather 


| ſee one houſe in dear London than all 


the country proſpects in the world. The 


next airing you go fhall be by yourſelves 
for me; I had rather ſtay at home and 


read the new!; papers, which! is dull enough 


in conſcience. 
1 muſt cloſe my letter with compli- 


ments to your ſon and daughter. Do 


not, my dear Mrs. Hammond, forget to 


= "write to 


your afe&ionite, 
CHARLOTTE SIDNEY, 


1 * 


LETTER Xv. 


5 hes BERTIE 
2 "PV 


MIS s SIDNEY 


80 Moreton Lodge, 
0, my Avid Ellen you have loſt your 


picture, and can't gueſs who has taken 
it. 
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it. Shall I be very condeſcending and tell 
you, for by this time you are all impa- 
tience Pm ſure. Well then, it was nei 
ther Harry Fancourt or his ſiſter, but in 
my opinion it is the demure Lord Sum- 
mers that has plundered me (for un- 
doubtedly it was my loſs) of your like- 
neſs. Don't you think, my dear, he 
would have expreſſed a deſire to ſee your 
performance had he not been reſolved 
to take it: but oh no indeed, he was the 
laſt you could think of, and poor Fan- 
court was reproached for perhaps what 
he never thought of, orat leaſt had not 
an opportunity to put in practice. 

I hope you have quite recovered your 
fright. I aſſure you I trembled when I 
came to that part of your letter where 
you mentioned your horſe's having run 
away with you. 1 am glad you have 
ſuch agreeable neighbours as the Fan- 
courts, otherwiſe 1 think, you muſt find 
Maple Vale rather dull. 

Yon do not once enquire after Sed- 
ley, and 1 have a great mind to puniſh 
1 by not mentioning a word about 

im, but that it would be mortifying 
myſelf. This Sedley, my dear Ellen, is 
3 commenced 
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ener my admirer; I would 1 
could ſay an humble one; but that is 
very far from the caſe :; really the man 
is well enough, if he would not give 
himſelf ſuch airs; and as Lady Free- 
more always takes his part gait me, 
it makes him ſo very free there is no ſuch 
thing as bearing with him: if I frown, 
he burſts out a laughing ; and if I move 
towards the door with an intent to leave 
the room, he ſets his back againſt it, and 
will not let me go till he has taken a 
kiſs, which I am obliged to let him have 
or be teazed to death. I ſometimes ſhut 
my dreſſing room door and refuſe him 
admittance, which when he finds out, he 
brings his flute, (to do him juſtice he 
plays admirably) and will not let me 
reſt till I either admit him or go out to 
him. Now I have given you this ſam- 
ple, J leave you to judge whether it is 
not provoking. I, who have kept the 
whole county at adiſtance, to be governed 
by this one man; upon honor, I muſt 
think of ſome plan to take down his va- 
nity: I now and then flirt with Gh, 
on purpoſe to try if I can make him un- 
"eaſy; ne it 1 not do: if I flirt, he 
| flirts; 
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flirts; if 1 make choice of the hand- 
ſomeſt man, he chules the fineſt woman, 
and my mother ſays he is perfectly right. 

As my father and mother continue 


well, I do not deſpair of paying you a 


viſit before the ſummer is expired. I 


aſſure you I do not wiſh for any thing 
ſo much as the pleaſure of ſeeing my 


dear Ellen. | 
The Freemores, Lord G—h, Sedley, 


and half an hundred more, are to dine 


here to-day. Let me ſee, how thall I 


carry myſelf towards him? he has been 


very good this week, ſo I fhall not take 
much notice of the other pretty fellows, 
but give all my attention to him. I can't 
think what makes me ſo very conde- 
ſcending: oh I have hit it, the pretty 
Miſs Martin is to be here; and as I am 
not willing to loſe my ſwain, I ſhall for 
once indulge him with ſmiles. 


I é vow 1 have but an hour to dreſs, 
little enough, conſidering I intend to be 


very ſmart, and J ſuppoſe Sedley will 
be here at leaſt half an hour before any 


bady elſe; but if he is, my mother may 


entertain him; and as ſhe is ſo fond of 


his company, ſhe will very gladly do-it. 
F 4 I fear 
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I fear T ſhall tire you with my non- 
ſenſe ; however let me hear from you 
ſoon, and I beg you will not any more 
tax Mr. Fancourt with having your pic- 
ture, for depend upon it Lord Summers 
is the perſon that has it. I could give 
you half a ſcore of reaſons to ſhew you | 
my conjecture is well founded, but will 
not any longer treſpaſs on your patience, 

Adieu, my dear Ellen. I hope Miſs 
Fancourt is not ſo far my rival as to ob- 
tain my place in your affections, which 
would be a * mortification to your 


LAURA BERTIE. 


Remember me with reſpedt to your 


worthy mother. 
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EDW ARD SEDLEY, Eso 


1 
LORD SUMMERS 


F 12 es Ilaunr. 
AIT H, Summers, you are in a fine 
way; £0 be under the neceſſity of marry- 
ing one woman, when your affections 
are fixed on another: upon my ſoul I 
pity you, though I can't think of one 
icheme to befriend you with. 
By what you lay in your letter, I think 
Miis Fancourt ſeems to have no great 
inchnation to wear the chains of matri- 
mony, at leaſt not with you: why don'c 
you come to an explanation with her? 
and prevail on her to let you ſpeak to 
Sir Witham, who I hear is a very good 
lort of an old man, and would be far 
from wiſhing to ſettle his daughter un- 
happily: her affections are certainly en- 
gaged, or ſhe could not be blind to the 
merits of my frie 1 with to God 
you wopld come here for two or three 
F 3 WEEKS 3 
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weeks; change of ſcene would enliven 
your ſpirits z and who knows but in the 
mean time your intended bride might 
clope with her admired ſwain ; but jeſt- 
ing apart, I would adviſe you to talk 
it ſeriouſly over to her, and perhaps you 

might hit on ſome method that would 
be ſerviceable to you both. 

Would you believe it, Summers, your 
gay friend is at length determined to en- 
ter into the band of wedlock. I men- 
tioned to you a Miſs Bertie, who I had 
ſeen at Lord Freemore's; ſhe is the 
goddeſs that has captivated your friend; 
but don't think I am one of your ſighing, 
dying lovers z no, no, that would never 
do with my Laura, I am on a very fa- 
miltar footing at Moreton Lodge, and 
by the manner in which ſhe treats me, I 
am poſitive ſhe looks on me more 1n the 
light of a lover than a common ac- 
quaintance, and is now very much at a 
loſs how to keep me at a proper diſtance; 
for when ſhe frowns I laugh at her, and 
if ſhe looks grave at my mirth 1 mimic 
her, till ſhe burlts out a laughing. Lady 
 Freemore tells me I am not indifferent to 
her, but that her pride will not let her 

| own 
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| ownit. I am to dine there to- day; and 

as I go with the Freemores, expect them 
to call on me every minute. 

Roſe Mount is ſo improved you would 

hardly know it for the ſame place. I 

have bad it greatly moderniz d, and my 

people are now buly in clearing the 

ſnrubbeiy, where 
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Oaks, elms, 3 firs, in mournful order grew, 


but now no more. What a hard hearted 
fellow is this friend of your's, to have 
the habitation of ſo many owls, rooks, 
bats, ravens, &c. &c. deſtroyed, and 
without giving them timely notice to quit 
the premi es. 

I ſee Lord Freemore's carriage is 
coming, therefore mult leave you. If 1 
am not to ſee you, let me hear from you 
ſoon, and I charge you, if it is poſſible 
for you to leave Bloom Grove, to come 
and pay a vitae to your friend, 


NED SEDLEY, 
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CHARLES BEVERLEY, Fay 
T 0 
LORD FREDERICK VILLERS. 


Maitland Place. 

I Received your's yeſterday, for which 
I thank you, and am rejoiced to find you 
intend coming to England in ſo ſhort a 
time. Lord Wentworth expects you with 
impatience, nor is Lady Caroline quite 
at caſe; ſhe cannot divine the cauſe of 
yourlong ſtay: upon my word, Frederick, 
ſhe is extremely handſome, 

You /enquire how my affair goes on 
with the lovely Maria Fancourt; J ſtill 
anſwer, much the ſtme. I think I in- 
formed-you of what paſſed at Lady Lin- 
ley's. I have ſeen her ſeveral times 
fince, but have always been diſguiſed in 
the habir of a peaſant. I am in Sir Wil- 
liam Fancourt's park almoſt all day 
long, in hopes of ſeeing her by herſelf, 
that might have an opportunity of con- 
verſing wich her. Her couſin, Lord Sum- 

| mers, 
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mers, is at Bloom Grove to pay his ad- 
| dreſſes to her; I aſſure you I really feared 
him as my rival, but ſhe has given me 

her word ſhe will never conſent 'to be 
his wife; therefore I am a little eaſier - 
on that point. I am going to take a 
turn in Sir William's park, and perhaps 
I may meet with the adorable Maria. 


2 


Oh my Frederick ! 1 have ſeen we 
and in Hoch diſtreſs, that had I been a 
minute later, ſhe would have been torn 
from me for ever. 
As I Was proceeding towards the park 

I heard a female ſcreaming inceſſantly 
for help. I. flew rather than walked to 
the ſpot ; but gueſs my ſurpriſe, the voice 
was Miſs Fancourt's, whom the villainous 
Lord Willford was carrying in his arms 
to a Chaiſe at ſome diſtance. This ſight 
made my blood boil with rage. I graſped 
a good oaken ſtaff, which I happened to 
have in my hand, and ran to the villain, 
who had, as he ſaw me coming towards 
him, releaſed his precious burthen, and 
would have made the- beſt of his way to 
his carriage, but 1 followed him up 
cloſely, 
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cloſely, and laid on my blows till he fell 
to the ground: 1 then returned to the 
almoſt fainting Maria; and drawing her 
arm through mine, conducted her home. 
J began to think I had pomelled his 
Lordſhip more than I ought, as he lay 
a conſiderable time on the ground, but 
at laſt he got up and crawled to the 
chaiſe he had in waiting for Miſs Fan- 
court. 

Sir William received me with great 
politeneſs as his daughter's deliverer : 
but when he underſtood my name was 
Beverley, and that I was ſon to his old 
enemy, it changed to coolneſs, and when 
I took my- leave, he hardly deigned to 
ſpeak. You may imagine I did not 
leave Bloom Grove ſo happily as I en- 
tered it; for 1 thought the ſervice I had 
rendered his daughter (not that I mean 
to boaſt of it, for every man would have 
done the ſame) might have re- united the 


two families; his "behaviour. hurt me; 


but the gentle Maria endeavoured to 
conſole me by wiſhing me an agreeable 
walk home with all that complacence ſhe 
is ſo much miſtrels of, 
Tou 
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You deſire me to give you a deſcrip- 


tion of my Maria (as you call her. 1 


wiſh to heaven ſhe was ſo in reality). I 
have before told you 1 was unequal to 
the taſk,. but the beſt I can give you is 
at your ſervice. She is of the middle 
ſize, and moſt proportionably made, 
her complexion a clear brown, with a 
colour delightfully blooming, her eyes 
are ſparkling and black, a noſe rather 
inclining to the aquiline, a mouth, ſuch 
a mouth] it is the prettieſt in the world— 
that is the prettieſt | ever ſaw; to this 
deſcription you mult add a large ſhare 
of vivacity, tempered with ſenlibiliry and 
gentleneſs. 

I have very lately heard from Colo- 
nel Britain, who tells me he is going to 
be married to an Engliſh lady educated 
in France; and as there is ſomething 
uncommon in the little hiſtory he relates 
of her, I will copy it for you. 

Ledy Erwin, as ſhe was returning from 
town to her ſeat in Northamptonſhire, in 
entering a ſmall village, one of the 
wheels of her carriage came off: ſhe got 


out; and not receiving auy hurt, walked 


up the village, and went into the firſt 
houſe ſhe ſaw open, where a ſcene of the 
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moſt diſtreſſing nature preſented itſelf to 
her view: a woman of about the age of 
one and twenty lay on a bed ſeemingly 
in the agonies of death; a country girl, 
the only ſervant ſhe had, held a child of 
two years old in her arms, who Was Cry- 
ing bitterly for her mother. Such a ſcene 
could not fail to awaken the tender feel- 
ings of a woman endowed with ſuch ſen- 
Ghility as Lady Erwin. She went to the 
ſide of the bed and endeavoured to te- 
cover the dying mother from a fainting 
fit, in which the at length ſucceeded. 
The poor lady ſaid in a voice almoſt in- 
| articulate that ſhe had oO long tO live, 
therefore begged her Lady ſhip to take 
care of her dear little orphan, for ſuch, 
continued ſhe, my poor little girl will 
ſoon be. She informed Lady Erwin her 
huſband had married her againſt his fa- 
ther's conſent, who from that time would 
never ſce him, that ſhe had had a for- 
tune of one thouland- pounds, a good 
part of which went to purchaſe him an 
Enſigncy in —— regiment, which was 
ſhortly afterwards ordered abroad, whi- 
ther ſhe was unable to attend him, being 
in an all Kate of health. Her huſband 
In. was 
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Was ſoon promoted to a Lieutenancy, but 

that three days ago ſhe had ſeen his name 
in the papers among the litt of the killed, 
which had given her ſuch a violent 
ſhock, ſhe was ſure ſhe never could ſur- 
vive it, and thought ſh* had not many 
hours to live. She deſired her Ladyſhip 
to ſee her laid in the grave, and made 
her ſolemnly promiſe the child ſhould 
never go to its grandfather's, as he would 
perhaps uſe it unkindiy on her account, 
and likewiſe begged ſhe might be called 
by any name except her fath-r#, which 
ſhe earneſtly entreated the infant might 
not be known by. She then called for 
the little Selina, whom ſhe affectionately 
embraced; and after a ſhort prayer to 
the Almighty Diſpoſer of all things, ex- 
pired in Lady Erwin's arms. 

Her Lady ſhip was too much affected 
to ſtay any longer in the houſe; but 
leaving ſome of her ſervants to take care 
of the deceaſed, ſhe took the little Selina 
with her to N orthampton, where ſhe 
Chagrin a proper nurſe to look after 

er charge; and next day returned to 
the village to look over the papers of 


the e ſhe found ſeyeral letters 
from 
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from the poor lady's huſband, wherein 
he laments the neceſſity of their being 
ſeparated ſo long, that his father was as 
inveterate againſt him as ever, but thro? 
the means of a faithful ſervant he had 
been admitted into his preſence, and on 


his knees had aſked his bleſſing and 


forgiveneſs; that his father would hardly 
hear him out, but cruelly ſpurned him 


trom' his feet, and ordered him, if he 
_ valued his life, not to approach him any 


more; that this inflexibility had ſo irri- 
tated hib, he had ſworn with dreadful 
imprecations, and 


. Diſclaim'd all his paternal care, | 
„ Propinquity and property of blood; 


And wiſhing him all the miſeries attendant 


on man, left the houſe. There were 
others dated from America, which her 
Ladyſhip had ſealed up, and kept them 
till Selina ſhould be of an age to peruſe 
them. Among other things ſhe found 


a miniature picture, which ſhe ſuppoſes 


was a likenels of the poor lady's huſband. 
She had her decently buried in the vil 
lage church yard; and having been de- 
577 by her phyſicians — to = 
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fit the South of France, determined her 
to take the poor little orphan with her, 

and according to her mother's deſire, 
changed her game, and called her Eve: 
lyn. When ſhe was of a proper age, 
Lady Erwin placed her in a convent, 
and ſpared no expence in her education. 
She 1s extremely beautiful, of a ſweet 
diſpoſition, and ſo affectionately obedient, 
that her Ladyſhip trea s her with the 
tenderneſs of a fond mother, and has fer 
by five thouſand pounds out of her join- 
ture, which ſhe intends to preſent her 
with on her wedding day. She has had 
ſeveral offers much Le to Britain's; 
but leaving grandeur and pomp for hap- 
pineis, has fixed her choice on the Colo- 
nel, which meets with her kind bene- 
factreſs's warmeſt approbation. His fa- 
mily is ancient, and his fortune, though 
ſmall, is by no means deſpicable ; to my 
certain knowledge 1: is more than five 
hundred a year, which, with what Lady 
Erwin gives them, they may live very 
_ comfortably upon. As ſoon as they are 
married, they propoſe coming to Eng- 
— and her e will e 
mem. | 
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. 1 ſhall not make any apology for giv- 
ing you Selina Evelyn's hiſtory, hoping 
it may ſerve to amuſe you as it did me. 
A note is juſt brought me from Lady 
Linley, wherein ſhe deſires to ſee me. 
I joyfully attend her. Some meſſage per- 
haps from Miſs Fancourt. If you ſtay 
longer abroad than you at firſt intended, 


let me know, 
1 | Your's ever, 
Ia? CHARLES BEVERLEY, 


>DPYRTTER AI 


MISS FANCOURT 
| . 1 
LADY CAROLINE SEYMOUR. 


LY | Bloom Growe, 

| On! my Caroline, that vile, vile Lord 

Willford! I proteſt I ſhall not recover 

my ſpirits this half year. In my laſt 

I informed you Lord Willford had made 
LEG | propoſals 
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propoſals to my father, which had been 
inſtantly rejected: this I ſuppoſe piqued 
the gentleman, for on leaving the houſe, 
ſome of the tervants heard him ſwear to 
be revenged on the whole family, and I 
was very near falling a victim to his 
offended pride, had not heaven ſent an 


angel to my ſuccour in the form of Be- 


verley, I mult tell you how it hap- 
pened. | : 
Yeſterday evening, being quite tired 
with Miis Harcourc's inſipid - converſa- 
tion, I ſtrolled out after tea with no 
other attendant than my woman, and 


had reached the moſt retired ſpot in the 


whole park when I ſaw Lord Willford 
coming towards me. I was aſtoniſhed at 
encountering his Lordſhip, as I under- 
ſtood he had left the country; and not 
being willing to enter into converſation 
with him, was going to return, had he 
not approached me, and with matchleſs 
effrontery ſajd he had long loved me, 
and as my father had thought proper to 
rejet him, he ſhould avail himſelf of 
this opportunity, as he had a chaiſe in 
waiting, to beg leave to conduct me to 
it. 1 was ſo amazed at the man's aſſur- 
ance 
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ance, that for ſome time I actually loſt 
the power of ſpeech; but when I had 
ſummoned a little courage, J told him if 


he did not inftantly leave me F would 


call out as loud as J could; but this did 
not intimidate him; for coming up quite 
cloſe to me, he ook me in his arms (as 
his ſervant did my maid), and notwith. 
ſtanding all my ſtruggling and ſcream. 
ing, would inevitably have carried me 
off, had not the noiſe I made alarmed a 
paſſenger, no other than Beverley, who 
hearing a female in diſtreſs, immediately 
hurried to my aſſiſtance ; he came too 


ſoon for the villainous Lord, who in- 
ſtantly releaſed me and endeavoured to 


make his eſcape by flight; but in vain, 
for Beverley ſoon overtook him, and 
without remonſtrance exerciſed his ſtick 
n the diſappointed coward, who ſunk 
1 the weight of his blows, For- 
tunately for me, Beverley was not as 
uſual diſguiſed, but appeared as he al- 
ways ſhould do,. the well dreſſed man of 
faſhion. I leaned on his arm, and he was 
ſo obliging as to condu me ſafe home, 
where * who had diſengaged her- 
ſelf 
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ſelf from Lord Willford's ſervant, had 
arrived juſt before me. 

I preſented my brave deliverer to my 
father, but did not mention his name, as 
my brother was from home, and I knew 
Sir William was not perlonally ac- 
quainted with him. | We chatted away 
ſome time very agreeably. I recounted 
the danger J had been in, and dwelt on 
the bravery of my lover, and the cow- 
ardice of Lord Willtord in ſuffering 
himſelf to be ſo ſeverely thraſhed. My 
father was very profule of his thanks; 
and deſired to know to whom he was 
obliged for the preſervation of his darl- 
ing daughter, (that, my Caroline, was 
his expreſſion.) | 

My name, Sir, anſwered he, is Be- 
verley, and I am extremely happy it 
was in my power to be of any ſervice to 
Miſs Fancourt. 

My father ſtarted when he heard the 
ſon of his inveterate enemy had been 
the preſerver of his child; he inſtantly 
became more ſparing of his acknow- 
ledgements, and Beverley was ſuffered to 
depart without an invitation to come 


again to Bloom Grove, When he was 
gone 
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gone, my father öbſervecl be Had ated 


with courage, but that his father was 


an old raſcal, therefore he did not wiſh 
to have any acquaintance with the ſon, 

I retired, as this was by no means a 
pleaſing converſation ro me. I wrote a 
note to Lady Linley, informing her of 
what had paſſed, and deſifing her to 


make an apology in my name to Mr, 
Beverley for the ungenerous manner in 


which my father treated him. 
This incident, trifling as it may ap- 
ar to you, has again kindled a flame, 


which I flattered mylelt had been al- 


molt extinguiſhed: vain deluſion! IT muſt 
drop this ſubject, or I ſhall exceed the 
limits of my paper. 

Miſs Harcoutt intends leaving us very 
ſhortly, of which I am very glad, as ſhe 
really is inſupportable. The Major 1 
ſuppoſe will likewiſe go; him I ſhall 
part from with regret, for though at 
firſt fight he appears ill tempered, it 
wears off by degrees as you get ac- 


quainted with him. I believe he has an 


excellent heart; but having met with 
great diſappointments in his youth, it 
has ſoured his — indeed he told 

me 
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me as much as we were once walking in 


the garden, and promiſed to give me an 
account of his paſt life, which if he does, 
you may depend on ſeeing i it. 
Muy father, ſoon after my arrival, gave 
a concert and ball to all my acquaint- 
ance. My favourite Miſs Sidney ho- 
nored me with her company; ſhe looked 
heavenly ; fo elegantly dreſſed. I thought 
Lord Summers ſeemed ſtruck with her 
' appearance, as he came to me, and with 
the utmoſt eagerneſs enquired who ſhe 


was. I introduced him, and he danced. 


with her the whole evening. 
1 am enquired for, therefore for the 
preſent, ma chere ami, adieu. 


— ͤ 


It was your letter, which my father 


had taken from the ſervant, and called 


me to receive. I am bappy to hear you 
will ſo ſhortly ſee Lord Frederick Vil- 
lers, and te he will anſwer your ex- 


pectations. You ſay you have not ſeen 


him thele fix years, but what you can 
remember of him pleaſes you. I have 
heard Beverley ſpeak of him as a very 
amiable young man, and I think his at- 
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tention to his brother the Duke of NX 
ſhews it. I am told it is an impoſſibility 
for bis Grace to live, and as he wiſhes 
to breathe his laſt in his native air, Lord 
Frederick will ſtay with him till he can 
be moved, and likewiſe attend him on 
his journey. 
I beg you will preſent my compli- 
ments to Lord and Lady Wentworth. 
Once more, my dear Lady Caroline, 


adieu. f | 
. | MARIA FANCOURT, 


My brother will not allow me to fold 
up my letter, till I have added his com- 


pliments to your . 


LE T- 
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LETTER XX. 


Mz. FANCOURT 
T0 TE 


CHEVALIER DUBOIS 


Bloom Grove. 

N HEN your flighty friend left 
France he promiſed to write to you; and 
although three months are elapſed it is 
not, I hope, too late to begin. Faith I 
am almoſt aſhamed to addreſs you after 
ſuch a long filence; but when you know | 
that my time has been taken up ever 
fince I came into the country, with a de- 
viiſh fine girl that lives at ſome little 
diſtance from Bloom Grove, I am ſure 
you will excuſe my negligence. My 
grave cuz is here to woo my ſiſter, bur 
I am very much miſtaken if either 
of them has any great defire to ſhackle 
themſelves with the matrimonial chain. 
I declare they have put it out of my 
head to tell you how much I am in love 
with the dear girl I before mentioned ; 
not that I have any thoughts of making 
« 82 _ 
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flood of tears, and I am ſent for to comfort 
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her my wife; no, no, it will be time 


enough to encumber myſelf with a help- 


mate ſome thirty years hence; beſides 
the gives me no encouragement, as it is 
plain Lord Summers is the happy mor- 
tal that has engaged her affections, with- 
out making any return. It gives me 


ſome ſatisfacl ion, that he is ſo ſituated 


with Maria, as not to be able to make 
her any overtures ſhould his inclination 
lead him that way. 

I wiſh to God you was with us to ſee 
a A Miſs Harcourt who is on a viſit at our 
honſe, for believe me it would make a ſtoic 
{mile to ſee the pranks I play her, and 
how ſhe takes them: a brother of her's 
is likewiſe here, a four, crabbed old fel- 


low, who is always finding fault with 


her unbecoming behaviour, (for you 
muſt know ſhe aſſumes the airs and gr i 
of a girl of fifteen): her uſual anſwer is, 
la brother, what can you expect from a 
perſon of ſuch a naturally gay diſpoſition 
as mine. At which he either leaves ihe 
room, or tells her that when women are 
near forty they ſhould ſhake off their 
youthful follies. This generally brings a 


her, 


MAPLE VALE 35 


her. Yeſterday I went into the drawing 


room, and ſeeing .them as uſual quar- 
relling, was going to retire, when Mis 
Harcourt called me to give a leſſon to 


her brother on 2 881 behaviour to che 


ladies. 

Polite behaviour to the devil, cried 
the enraged Major, and went growling 
out of the room. 

Lord he is ſo croſs, aid ſhe, becauſe 
he is my guardian, and ten or twenty 
years older than I am. 


Notſo fait, Madam, ' exclaimed her 


brother, (who had gone no farther than 
the outſide of the door) if I am not very 
much miſtaken indeed, there are but two 
years between us, 


You are very provoking, replied the 


lady, to tell my age to every body. 

What does it tignify who knows an 
old woman's age, anſwered the Major. 

Very well, Sir. You fee how he uſes 
= Mr. Fancoott; 

I do, enchanting Miſs Harcourt, and 
ſee it with grief; oh that it was in the 
power of your ſincere admirer and faith- 
ful humble ſervant to alleviate thoſe ſuf- 


ferin gs you fo juſtly complain of, (lay 
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ing my hand to my heartz) you 8 
not what a heavy load lies here, fetching 
a deep ſigh, which really came from 
my heart on ſeeing the lovely Sidney, 
who with Maria entered the room, an 
Summers at her elbow ; he is eternally 
with her. 
I ̃ was at Maple Vale, (the village 
v here Miſs Sidney and her mother live) 
the other day with Summers and my 
ſiſter. We found the dear girl drawing 
a miniature of herſelf from another pic- 
ture. I aſked her to give it me, but no 
indeed it was for a friend, and truly 
ſhe could not ſpare it. Soon after this, 
returning home with her and others on 
Horſeback from a neighbouring viſit, be- 
cauſe forſooth ſhe had miſlaid the minia- 
ture, ſhe taxed me with taking it. 1 
poſitively denied the charge; however 
ſhe would not believe a word I ſaid, but 
ſet off in a canter to join the reſt of the 
party: her horſe, I ſuppeſe being fright- 
ened at ſomething or other, began plung- 
ing, and at length went off in a full gal- 
lop. 1 attempted to follow, but found 
it impoſiible, as I happened to be mount- 


ed on an old horſe my father uſually 
| rides, 
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rides, and who I dare ſay had not gone 


faſter than a trot. theſe ſeven years; I was 
therefore obliged to ſtay behind; but 
when we were near Bloom Grove, I 
laſhed up my old nag, and by dint of 


whipping and ſpurring reached home 


ſome few minutes before the remainder 
of our party, who 1 kindly left to take 


care of themſelves, and haſtened to the 


drawing room, where I found the dear 
girl aud Summers: ſhe loo ed very pale 
and much fatigued, yet although my fil- 


ter preſſed them to ſtay all night, neither 


Mils nor her mamma would do us that 


- but were obſtinately bent on go- 


ing home. 

[ have locked myſelf up in my qreſi 
ſing room that I might not be inter- 
lupted while I am writing. I have had 
already ſeveral meſſages, but by my ſi- 
| lence, they conclude I am from home. 
The beautiful Sidney pays ſo little atten- 
tion to my complaints, that I am half 
tempted io run away with her in ſpite of 
herſelf; for egad I am over head and 
ears in love. 

1 wiſh you was with us, for I don't 
know but I might have interceded with 
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Maria in your behalf: ſhe is a good girl; 
and beſides a ſweet face, a form not leſs 


attractive, f 

Another meſſage from the ladies, de- 
firing my company to walk with them. 
I returned for anſwer, that I was ready 
to attend them any where, and with dou- 
ble pleaſure if the adorable Miſs Har- 
court (Sidney my heart ſaid) is to be of 
the party, If you can pardon my negli- 


gence, write a few lines to tell me ſo. 
I am again ſent for. The ladies are de- 


viliſh impatient. I wonder where Sum- 
mers is. Maria is at my elbow, and 


threatens to take my pen from me, 


Adicu Dubois, Compliments to all who 
take the trouble of enquiring after your 
friend, 6 e 
| HARRY FANCOURT9 


LETTER XXL. 


LORD SUMMERS 


To 


EDWARD SEDLEY, Big. 


Bloom Grote. 


lovely Miſs Sidney, who had a fall from 
her horſe yeſterday evening, as we were 
returning from Sir Foſter Binmore's, 
where we had drank tea. A Miſs Grey 
was of our party, to whom I attached 
_ myſelf the whole time, not allowing my- 
ſelf to be more attentive to Miſs Sidney 
than common. politeneſs required; but 
never did I do greater violence to my 
inclination, than in leaving aſſenſible wo- 
man for a mere compound of affectation 
and folly. I never ſaw fo graceful a fi- 
gure on horſeback as Miſs Sidney: how 
I envied Fancourt the honor of riding 
next her, while I was compelled to liſten 
to the affected wit of my companion. 


The 1 Ellen had my thoughts, 


G 5 and 
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J AM juſt returned from Maple Vale, 


where I have been to enquire after the 
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and without them, what a fooliſh figure 
does a man make. | 
I made ſo many vague replies to the 
different queſtions Miſs Grey aſked me, 
that at laſt ſhe could not help taking no- 
tice of it : once in particular, ſhe re- 
marked what a fine cool evening it was. 
I anſwered, I never ſaw ſo elegant a 
perſon ;- how well ſhe fits her horſe, con- 
tinued I, 15 = 
I I fancy, my Lord, you did not hear 
what I ſaid? 6 =: 
Oh yes, my dear ma'am, perfectly. 
Did'nt you ſay what a fine girl Miſs Sid- 
NEY was. | 
No indeed, (laughing affectedly at 
my blunder,) I was obſerving what a fine 
cool evening it is. RH 
I could nor help joining in the laugh, 
though at my own expence. As we 
came back from our viſit, Miſs Sidney 
again rode with Fancourt. I was ready 
to curſe my ſtars for my inattention in 
letting her be ſo much with him, who 
never ſees a pretty girl but he inſtantly 
makes love to her. I was rouſed from 
this reverie by ſeeing Miſs Sidney pals 
us as faſt as her horſe could gallop. Re- 
is gardleſs 
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eardles of what I did, when I ſaw the 


object of my tendereſt love in ſuch immi- | 
nent danger, I left the ladies to the care 


of Fancourt, whoſe horſe was not able 


to go as faſt as mine, and ſpurring my 
Rozenante, followed her all the way, 
though could not overtake her till her 


horſe, after leaping two or three hedges, 
threw his lovely burthen to the ground , 
but as if conſcious of having done wrong 

ſer off towards Bloom Grove as fait 5 


poſſible. When I came to the ſpot where 


the breathleſs Ellen lay, I really thought 
her dead, and knew nor what to do, but 
' ſtood with my arms croſſed, gazing on 
her lovely face where the Loves and 
Graces conſtantly reſided : ſhe looked 
beautiful even in death, for to all ap- 
pearance her pure ſpirit had aſcended 
to it's ſiſter angels. At length I looked 
up, and ſeeing ſome countrymen. at a 
{mall diſtance, beckoned them to come 


nearer, and offered any of them five gui- 


neas to run to Bloom Grove for "the 
_ Chaiſe. A good natured fellow imme- 
diately ſet out, but as I thought he ſtaid, 


J lifted Miſs Sidney on my horſe, and 
deſiring the other man, (who at my re- 
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queſt bad remained with us ,) to lead: it, 
| proceeded flowly in that manner till we 
met the carriage. I rewarded the poor 
fellows, as I had promiſed, for their ex- 
pedition, who were overjoyed at the ſight 
of ſo much gold. With their aſſiſtance 
put. Miſs Sidney in the chaiſe, who ſtill 
remained inſenſible, and ſtepping in at- 
ter her, ordered the driver to proceed 
very cautiouſly to Bloom Grove. On 
our arrival I had her laid on a bed, and 
greatly did I fear that thoſe eyes which 
uſed to charm every beholder, were 
' Cloſed for ever, and that voice which 
uſed to inſpire gladneſs, would be heard 
NO More. 
I left the room to ſend ſome of the 
gi fervants for the apothecary, but on my 
return was agreeably ſurprized to hear 
the women ſay they thought ſhe was re- 
| covering, and I ſoon had the ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing her move and ſpeak, though in 
a voice ſo low as hardly to be underſtood. 
] believe I was guilty of a thouland ex- 
trayagances, fo exceſſive was my joy to 
find ſhe was likely to do well. On her 
expreſſing a deſire to riſe, I retired to 
give ſome orders to my ſervant, and on 
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my return found Miſs Sidney in the 
drawing room; but as I might naturally 
have expected, ſo much altered, ſhe. 
ſcarcely looked like the ſame perſon: the 
roſes in her cheeks had entirely given 
place to the lillies, and indeed much in- 
diſpoſed ſhe ſeemed to be, I was on 
the point of declaring myſelf to her, and 
ſhould certainly have done it, had not 
my engagement (or rather my father's) 
to Miis Fancourt, prevented me. I had 
indeed mentioned ſomething of the kind, 
when the entrance of Fancourt very for- 
tunately prevented me from going any 
farther : atter he had ſpoken a few words 
to Miſs Sidney, he aſked me if I had 

| ſent for a phyſician; if not, continued 

he, I will ride to C my ſelf and pro- 
cure the beſt advice I can. 

I own I was lorry to hear him expreſs 
himſelf ſo warmly, but told him the fa- 
mily apothecary had been ſent for, and 

I expected him every minute. 
De the family apothecary, cried he,: 
why did you not ſend for Doctor B=—, 

1 deſired him. to recolle& himſelf a 

little, or I ſhould not anſwer as his cou- 
fin, but as Lord Summers, who would 
not 
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mr 


not tamely brook an infult from any 
man.. Harry, whois really a good tem- 
pered fellow, took me by the hand and 


| ſaid—egad Summers, I did not, mean 


any thing, but you are ſuch a . 
rave creature. 

Mrs. Sidney and Miſs Fancourt now 
came in. The mother flew to embrace 
her lovely daughter, as did Maria, who 
appeared quite happy to ſee her young 
friend again. Mrs. Sidney propoſed go- 
ing to Maple Vale immediately, as Ellen 


ſhe thought would be better at home; 


and after ſome friendly ſtruggles between 
Maria and her, (about going away at fo 
late an hour) the carriage was ordered, 
and Fancourt and I ſupported the trem- 


| bling Ellen to it; her ſpirits ſeemed 


uite exhauſted; we greatly feared ſhe 
would have fainted before we could get 
her into the carriage. My impatience 
to ſee her to-day made me a very early 
viſitor at Maple Vale, and to my great 


ſatis faction found the dear girl better Than 
1 could poſſibly have expected. 


The dinner bell rings, and I hear Fan- 


court enquiring for me; he is at my door. 


Adieu for the preſent. 


You 
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Vou tax me unjuſtiy, Sedley, when 
you ſay I keep my uneaſineſs locked up 
in my own boſom; for the preceding 
part of this letter was written at leaſt a 
fortnight ago; but in my haſte to attend 
the ſummons to dinner, I miſlaid it, and 
have not been able to find it till to-day, 
when, for want of other employment, as 
it happened to be a wet morning, I was 
looking over ſome old papers, and acci- 
dencally found this, which I think it is 
high time to finiſh, 

1am again prevented by Mails Fan- 
court's maid with a note from her miſ- 
treſs. I will copy it for your peruſal. 


Ir Lord Summers will be kind 

enough to give Mils Fancourt one half 
hour's converſation in the Temple of 
Flora this afternoon, between five and 
ſix, ſne will eſteem it the 9 tavour 
he can confer. 


What can ſhe have to ſay to me for 
heaven's lake? ſomething of conſequence 
1 ſhould 1 imagine, by the earneſt manner 
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my ſelf with till her approach. 
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in which ſhe deſires to ſee me. I will 


not conclude this till our interview is 
over. 


— 


entered the temple at the time ap- 


pointed, and not ſeeing my couſin, took 


a volume of Pope's works to amuſe 
] had not 
turned over many leaves before I ſaw 
her trip down the walk: ſhe entered the 
temple, and with an air of melancholy 
ſaid—my Lord, I begged this int-rview 


on an affair of the greateſt conſequence 


to my future peace; but finding my for- 


titude fail me, have committed it to pa- 
per, and will take a turn in the garden 


while you read the contents. So laying, 
ſhe left me, The paper tan as follows: : 


MY LORD, 


I THINK myſelf under an obliga- 


tion to undeceive you if you imagine 


ou have made any progreſs in my af 


fections. I ſhould do your Lordſhip a 


piece of injuſtice was I to conceal the 


My 


reaſon that urges me to write. 


vl 
N Fl 
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My father frequently reproaches me 
for my appareat indifference; but excuſe 
me, my Lord, whatever value I might 
have for you as a friend, I cannot think 
of any nearer connexion without grief, 
as my inclinations were fixed (previous 
to your arrival in England) on a very 
amiable man, but who, owing to a fa- 
mily quarrel, my father will not ee, 
much leſs think of for a huſband to his 
daughter, not but his eſtate and family 
are in every reſpect equal to mine, 

Now my Lord, what I have to beg, 
is, that you will uſe your influence with 
the Earl and Counteſs of Belmont, to 
break off a match which cannot be a 
happy one without a reciprocal affection. 
I dare not mention it to my father or 
brother, or I would fave your Lordſhip 
the trouble. 

After being ſo well acquainted with 
my ſentiments, I think Lord Summers 


has too much honor 1 to proceed any- far- 
ther, 


When I had peruſed it two or three 
times over, I quitted the temple rejoiced 


to find her ſentiments coincided ſo ex- 
actly 
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actly with mine. I overtook her juſt 
as ſhe was walking acroſs a plot, and 
heard the following ſoliloquy. | 

Unhappy Maria! born to trouble, 
compelled to give your hand to a man 
you do not love, and refuſe it to him 
you almoſt adore—diſtrafting thought ! 
but I will ſeek my couſin, and hear what 
he ſays to my letter; 1 hope I have not 


_ forfeited his good opinion by what] have 


written, 
She turned down a walk, and I went 
round another way to meet her, that fhe 


might not think 1 had overheard what 


ſhe had been ſaying : ſhe ſaw me not till 
J took one of her hands, fo ſtedfaſtly 
were her eyes fixed on the ground. I 
gave her time to recover from the con- 


fuſion my preſence had created, and then 


ſaid - My dear Miſs Fancourt, whatever 
it may coſt me, I will not loſe that good 
opinion you are pleaſed to fay you enter- 
tain of me. I will write to my worthy 
mother, (to my father I dare not; you 
Maria, are no ſtranger to his haughty 
diſpoſition,) and take the blame entirely 
on myſelf, I was going on, when we 


fw Miſs Harcourt at a diſtance. Maria 


begged 
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begged I would entertain tier whilſt ſhe 
ſtepped into the houſe to dry up her 
tears, | 

For croodneſs fake! exclaimed Miſs 
Harcourt, where has your couſin hid 
herſelf. I have been looking for her 
ever ſince dinner, Do my Lord give 


me leave to lean on your arm. I de- 


clare J am fatigued to death. 

I was wicked enough to lead her almoſt 
over the garden to give Maria time to 
recover herſelf before we entered. We 
found her in the muſic parlour playing 
on her guitar, 


Where have you hid vourſelf, cried 


Miſs Harcourt. I have been travelling 


the garden over to find you, 


Miſs Fancourt ſmiled, and faid ſhe 


had been ſome time amuſing herſelf in 
learning a new ſong. The antiquated 
virgin begged to hear it, which gave me 
an opportunity of retiring to finiſh this 


letter, and likewiſe to write one to my 


mother, who will not I am ſure refuſe 


my requeſt, but how my father will take 


it I cannot tell. 
I thank you for the invitation you 


have given me; but cannot at preſent ac- 


cept 
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cept of it; the lovely Sidney rivets me 


to this ſpot, I ſhould write oftener, were 


I not fearful the length of my letters 


would tire your patience, 


| Your's, 
- '  SUMMERSs 


LETTER XXII. 


LORD SUMMERS 
TO TF HE 


COUNTESS OF BELMONT. 


Bloom Grobe. 


MY DEAR AND EVER HONORED MOTHER, 
Ir ; is with the greateſt regret [ take 


up my pen to addreſs you on a ſubject 
which I fear will give you ſome uneaſi- 


neſs: alas! Madam, I need not tell you 


that our rebellious inclinations do not. 
always keep pace with our duty; for I 


find, eee the utmoſt efforts 


1 have 
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I have made to love Mifs Fancourt, I 
can only elteem her, and 1 have the 
greate!! reaſon to believe her affections 


are engaged to another. Miſs Fancourt 


is undoubteuly an amiable, pleaſing, and 


lovely woman, but yet not the one 


could happily paſs my days with. 
Should my father inſiſt on my marrying 
her, I am convinced we ſhould both be 
. to the end of our lives. 
I have written to my father by the 
ſame polt that brings you this, but have 
not mentioned one word on this ſubject; 
indeed, my dear mother, I had not cou- 
rage to addreſs any one but yourlelf, nor 
you, had not ] relied upon your indul- 


gence, in an affair of ſuch conſequence to 


my future happineſs. 

beg, my dear Madam, you will break 
this matter to my father, for I well know 
he will be leſs diſpleaſed if it comes from 
you than any other perſon. I flatter my» 
iclt you will not deny the requeſt of, 


honored Madam, 
your's with due reſpect, 
SUMMERS, 


Sir William Fancourt and family Aeli 
to be remembered to you and my facher. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


MISS FANCOURT 
T0 + 
LADY CAROLINE $EYMOUR: 


| Bloom Grove. 

HAVE at laſt come to an ecclair- 
ciſſement with Lord Summers, and find 
him juſt as I wiſhed, Lady Linley ad- 
viled me to take this ſtep, or I am ſure 
J could not have had the confidence to 
aſk for a private interview with any 
man, particularly as I am ſituated with 
Lord Summers. I wrote to him yeſter- 
day to deſire he would meet me after 
dinner in the Temple of Flora, and he 
ſent me word he would be there at the 
time appointed. 

I muſt own as the minute drew near 
which was to decide the happineſs or 
miſery of my life, I was agitated beyond 
deſcription, and actually left the temple, 
and retired to my chamber, where I 
wrote a letter to h's Lordſhip, ſetting 


forth the - impoſſibility of any nearer 
connection 
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connection between us, as another had 


poſſeſſion of my heart; I concluded with 
ſaying I ſhould always eſteem him as a 
fiend. I had ſcarce wrote it, before I 
ſaw him enter the temple, 
almoſt immediately; and giving him 
my letter, begged he would read the 
contents with attention, and return me 
an anſwer in the garden or muſic room, 
where I would wait for him. He ſoon 


Joined me, and promiſed not to trouble 


me with his addreſſes, ſince he found b 
my letter (which by the bye he muc 
commended me for writing) as in all pro- 
bability it would ſave each of us a vaſt 


deal of trouble and uneaſineſs, which we 


muſt have experienced had not my can- 
did and generous behaviour prevented it. 
He has promiſed to write to his mother : 
to his. father, he ſays, he dares not yet 
mention the ſubject. 


What a pity it is, my dear Caroline, 


that a young man ſo very amiable as 
Lord Summers undoubtedly is, ſhould 
be treated in ſuch a haughty, diſtant 


manner by his father: he mult inherit 


all his mother's ſweetneſs of diſpolition 


to be able to bear with patience the in- 
dignities 
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dignities he often meets with from the 

Earl; and yet my dear, this parent doats 

on his ſon; and 1 really believe was he 

to loſe Lord Summers by death, his 
grief would be too great for him to get 
cover. 

But I perceive I am quite in a mo- 
ralizing ſtrain. I vill endeavour to 
change it by ſpeaking of Miſs Harcourt, 
who with her brother is going to ſpend 
a few days at Lord Mountfords ; ; and 
heartily glad am I to get rid of her, I 

| ſhall be all day with my Ellen Sidney. 
As Lady Linley has obligingly offered to 
ſpeak to my father, (about my rejecting 
Lord Summers, but not one word 1s ſhe 
to ſay of Beverley) and hopes to have 
every thing ſettled to my ſatisfaction, ſhe 
has ſent to Sir William to let him know 
ſhe intends him a viſit this afternoon on 
particular buſineſs; and he is racking 
his brains to find out what 1t can be; he 
wanted me to ſtay at home to receive 
her, but I excuſed myſelf by ſaying 1 
could not poſſibly avoid going, as I had 
promiſed Mrs, Sidney I would not fail to 
be with her. 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall not ſend away this letter till 1 
have ſeen Lady Linley, therefore only 
adieu for the preſent, 


— ——  __—_—_— 


Oh! my dear Lady Caroline, what a 
father is mine ! few, I believe, would 
have acted with the ſame generolity he 
has; for far from being diſpleaſed with 
me, he ſaid he was very happy things 
had not been carried too far, as he never 
| ſhould have forgiven himſelf, had he been 
the innocent cauſe of my unhappineſs. 

Lady Linley called on me at Mrs. Sid- 
ney's, and conducted me to Bloom Grove, 
where my good father received nie with 
open arms, and gently reproached me 
with not placing a ſufficient degree of 
confidence in him. I fear, cried he, the 
Earl of Belmont will diſapprove my con- 
duct ; bur rather had 1 forteit his friend- 
ſhip than be wanting in paternal affection 
to my Maria. | 
] was fo overpowered by his very 
great condeſcenſion, that I fell on my 
knees at his feet, and burſt into tears, 
He raiſed me, ſaying, my dear girl, you 
well deſerve to be happy, and never will 

Vol. I. . your 
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your father conſent to your being other. 
wiſe, In repeating theſe laſt words, he 
left the room to conccal his emotions. 
Lady Linley ſoon took her leave, after 
congratulating me on the happy proſ- 
pects which tay before me, and receiy- 
ing my thanks in return for the friendly 
part ſhe had acted. TI therefore had 
plenty of time to recover myſelf, before 
Lord Summers and my brother came 
home, for they had dined out. 

I muſt now, my dear Lady Caroline, 
wiſh you a good night, as I find myſelf 
remarkably drowſy, not having had my 
uſual ſleep for ſome time paſt, owing to 

the uneaſineſs I have laboured under. I 
hall expect to hear from you when you 

have ſeen Lord Frederick. I think this 
is near the time you are to have the 
pleaſure of a viſit from him. 


Your's affectionately, 
MARIA FANCOURT, 


IL E F- 


MAPLE VAL i} 
LET ER AF 


Ms. SIDNEY 
Mas. HAMMOND. 
Maple Wok. k 


MY DEAR MRS. HAMMOND, 


Yo U have often aſked me, and 1 
have as often promiſed, to relate to you 
the incidents of my paſt life, which taſk 
| have at length accompliſhed, and ſend 
it you for your peruſal. 


| Mrs. SIDNEY's HISTORY. 


My father was a worthy clergyman of 
the name of Mitford, whoſe only child 
Jam: he had a very liberal education, 
being always deſigned for the church, 
and for that purpoſe was at Eton ſchool 
till he reached his eighteenth year, and 
then removed to the univerſity of Oxford. 
During his reſidence there he made great 
progreſs in every branch of his ſtudies, 
and at the uſual time left college, and 
was preſented by my grandfather to a 

H 2 living 
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living of rely fifty pounds a year, He 


took log ipgs in a farm houſe hard by 


church; and although his ſtipend 
is -- ſmall, never was he known to 
diive the poor and needy from his door; 
it always puts me in mind of theſe lines 


from Dr. Goldſmith's Deſerted Village. 


A man he was to all the country dear, 

And paſſing rich with forty pounds a year; 

His houſe was known to all the vagrant train, 

He chid their wand'rings, but reliev'd their pain; 
The long remember'd beggar was his gueſt, 
Whoſe beard deſcending ſwept his aged breaſt. 
The ruin'd ſpendthrift, now no longer proud, 
Claim'd kindred there, and had his claim allow'd. 


The broken ſoldier, kindly bade to ſtay, 


Sat by his fre, and talk'd the night away; 

Wept o'er his wounds, or tales of ſorrow done, 

Shoulder'd his crutch, and ſhew'd how fields were 

won. | | | 

Pleas'd with his gueſts, the good man learn'd to 
glow, . 

And quite forgot their vices in their woe: 


Careleſs their merits or their faults to ſcan, 


His pity gave ere charity begann. 
Thus to relieve the wretched was his pride, 
And e'en his failings lean'd to virtue's ſide; 
But in his ducy prompt at every call, 


He watched and weg t, he pray'd aud felt for all. 
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My father lived in this family till the 
death of my grandfather, by whoſe de- 
ceaſe he became maſter of ſeven hundred 
pounds, which was all he could expect, 
as the elder Mr. Mitford's fortune had 
long ſince been funk into an annuity for 
his own life only, which, though it was 
large, he conſtantly lived up to, till 
within a very few years of his death, 
when thinking on the injuſtice as well as 
cruelty of his proceeding, he reſolved to 
retrench his expences, by which mrans 
he was able to leave his ſon the above 
mentioned legacy, _ 
My father heard of Mr, Mitford's 
death before he had the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
his illneſs, having had a letter from him 
but the week before, when he mentioned 
not a word of his indiſpoſition. The 
executors thought my tather's preſence 
ablolutely neceſſary, therefore begged he 
would come with all imaginable diſpatch, 
as they could not do any thing without 
kim, This prompted him to ſet out 
Immediately for L—e, where he arrived 
jult in time to give the requiſite direc- 
tons for the funeral; and after ſeeing 
tne remains of his parent laid in the- 
H * grave, 
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grave, and paying the few. 3 that 
were bequeathed to intimate friends, and 
placing his ſmall fortune in the hands of 
a capital merchant, he ſet out on his re. 
turn home; but had not proceeded many 
miles before it began to grow dark, and 
as the road was much infeſted with rob- 
bers, he made the beſt of his way to a 
town he ſaw at ſome diſtance ; but he 
was not permitted to get there that night, 
for he had not gone much further before 
he was ſtopped by two footpads, who 
jumping out of the hedge, while one 
held the bridle of his horſe, the other de- 
manded his money, and with many exe- 
crations ſwore if he did not give them all 
he had about him, they would eaſe him 
of the trouble of carrying any more caſh, 
by quickly. diſpatching him, to give an 
account of his ſins in the other world. 
He gave them all he-had about him 
without reply, but they no doubt ex- 
Ring a larger boot”, on being diſap- 
pointed pulled him from his horſe, and 
after tying his hands behind him, beat 
him in the molt cruel manner, and threw 
him into a ditch, How long he lay in 


that uncomfortable ſituation he could cl 
te 
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tell, but when he recovered the uſe of 
his ſenſes, how ſtrangely was he ſur— 
prized to find himſelf on a bed in a very 
neat room. At firit he imagined himſelf 
in a dream, till an elderly lady ap- 
prox hed his bediide, and begged he 
would not fatigue himſelf by aſking any 
queſtions, (aſſuring him he was with his 
friends) but take ſome flight refreſh- 
ment which the had provided for him. 
He acquieſced, and ſoon fell into a ſound 
fleep, which laſted till dinner time; he 
found himfelf much better than in the 
morning, but having been beat ſo ſc- 
verely by the footpads, he could by no 
means leave his bed; the ſervant there- 
fore brought him an elegant plain din- 
ner, with his miſtreſles compliments, 
and if he found himſelf able to riſe in 
the afternoon, would drink tea with him 
in his chamber, that he might not find 
the time tedious by being too much 
alone. He returned his compliments to 
the ladies, (fof%he heard from the ſer- 
vant there were two) with an aſſurance 
that nothing could give him equal plea- 
lure, to thanking them in perſon, for their 
humanity to an entire ſtranger. He 
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then with great difficulty left his bed, 
and ſtill greater pain put on his cloaths, 
and waited with ſome impatience for the 
ladies, who at. tea time made their ap- 
Pearance. 
Mrs. Weſt and Miſs Vincent were the 
names of his hoſpitable entertainers : the 
former appeared about the age of fifty, 
hach the remains of a fine perſon, and 
was ſtill very agreeable ; her niece, whole 
picture you have often ſeen, was beauti- 
ful to excels, and under twenty: at her 
approach my father was ſo loſt in admi- 
ration, that he heard not their enquiries 
after his health, till a ſmile from Mrs. 
Weſt made him recollect himſelf, and 
apologize for his inattention. He could 
not take his eyes off the lovely Mats 
Vincent; which Mrs. Welt perceiving, 
ſent her niece out of the room on {ome 
trifling pretence or other, to give them 
time to recover from the confuſion, 
ſo viſible in both their gguntenances. 
Mr. Mitford took thaSopportunity, to 
beg to know to whom he was ſo much 
indebted, and how he came where he 
was, when to the bell of his remembrance, 


he 
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he had the preceding evening, been robbed 
and thrown into a ditch. 


Mrs. Welt replied to his W 
Ties as follows: As my niece and ſelf 


were returning yeſterday evening from a 
viſit of a few days, we thought we heard 
the groans of ſome perſon in diſtreſs; I 
immediately ordered the driver to ſtop, 
who going at my defireto the place from 
whencewe imagined theſound proceeded, 

brought us word it was a man who was 
either dead or dying. We pitied your 
ſituation, and reſolved to make room 
for you in the chaiſe, into which you 
was lifted by the poſt boy and a neigh- 
bouring farmer, who had kindly promiſed 
to ſee us ſafe home. On our arrival 
| here, we had you put to bed, and I fat 
by you beſt part of the "night, being 
much afraid you would not have reco- 
vered your bruiſes ; and now, Sir, con- 


tinued ſhe, may | beg to know your 
name, add by what accident you were 0 * 


cruelly treated. 
My father failed not to thank her 
her humanity, in taking an utter ſtranger 
into her houſe, and informed her his 


13 name 
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name'was Mitford, and that he had re- 
fided at T—n for ſome time paſt. 
Then, interrupted the lady, you are 
acquainted with Mr. Vincent's family. 
Undoubtedly, replied he: I have the 


living of the village, and he bas been ſo 


obliging as to accommodate me in his 
own houſe. _ 

You are ſurely then the Mr. M ated. 
{aid Mrs. Weſt, I have heard my other 
ſpeak of ſo often, and with ſuch pleaſure, 
as-a pattern for all young men to copy. 

I am greatly obliged tro Mr. Vincent, 
rejoined he, for his good opinion. I left 
his houſe near a fortnight ago to ſee the 
laſt melancholy duties per formed to a 
deceaſed father, and likewiſe to receive 


| wi legacy he had left me; but on my 


home 1 was uſed as you have ſcen 


0 footpads, who left me in ſo mi- 


ſerable a condition, that moſt probably I 
ſhould have periſhed, had you not ſo 
kindly interpoſed for my relief, and 
brought me here in the compaſſionate 
and humane manner you have done. 
He then aſked Mrs. Weſt, who that 


beautiful young lady was that lived with 


her, 
| She 
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She e ere the perſon he ſpoke of 
was Mr. Vincent's eldeſt daughter, who 
had always lived with her, and to whom 
ſhe intended to leave every thing at her 
death. 

My father expreſſed his ſurpriſe that 
he had never ſcen them at her brother's, 
as it was not above a day's journey from 
thence. 

She ſaid, they had but very lately 
come to reſide in that part of the world, 
but intended to pay her brother a viſit 
very hortly, as Charlotte wiſhed to ſee 
her relations with an impatience truly 

affectionate. 

My father was able in a few days to 
leave his chamber, and began to talk of 
his departure, but was prevailed on to 
ſtay till the following week, when the 
ladies promiſed to accompany him: he 
did fo, and they all arrived ſafe at Mr. 
Vincent's, who was happy to fee them, 
having been very uneaſy at the abſence 
of his young friend, not having received 
the letter, Mrs. Weſt had ſent to inform 
him that Mr. Mitford was in fate hands. 

J ought now, my worthy friend, to 
give you ſome account. of Mr. Vincent. 
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little practice, and a wife and three chil- 
dren to maintain, he thought it molt 
prudent to quit a profeſſion that barely 
yielded him the neceſſaries of life, and 
turn farmer. A moderate farm being at 
that time vacant, he bad taken a long 
leaſe, and found it anſwer beyond his 
moſt ſanguine expectations; his ſiſter, 
Mrs. Weſt, had taken his eldeſt daugh- 
ter, and had brought her up from her 


infancy as her own. _ 
My father, from the firſt inftant he 


had "fg Mifs Vincent, fell in love with 


her, and finding his affection returned 
by the amiable Charlotte, determined, 
with her conſent, to aſk Mr. Vincent's 
permiſſion to pay his addreſſes to his 
lovely daughter ; which permiſſion was 
readily granted, and as ſoon as decency 
would allow, he was bleſſed with the 


hand of his Charlotte. 


They took a houſe in Tn; and 
Mrs. Weſt, not being able to live with- 
out her dear niece, reſided with them. 


She and Mr. Vincent made my mother's 


fortune three thouſand pounds ; and be- 
years: were 2s I made 


Ele had been bred to the bar, but having 1 
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my appearance in the world to the great 
joy of my worthy parents, who thought 
they never could be too thankful to hea- 
ven for having bleſſed them with a daugh- 
ter. But their attention to me was ſoon 
called off by the indiſpoſition of Mrs. 


Weſt, who after a few days illneſs died 
in my mother's arms. The ſhock, you, 


my dear Mrs. Hammond, may imagine 
was great, and with dithculty got over 
by my mother ; even the addition of for- 
tune could not for a time give her any 
pleaſure. | | 

I began to grow apace, and was pro- 
nounced by all to be a little beauty, 
particularly by my grandfather, Mr. Vin- 
cent, who doated on me, and to whom 
my childith tricks afforded great amuſe- 
ment. But this was a pleaſure he did 
not long enjoy ; for jult as I had attained 
my fifth year, I had the misfortune to 
loſe him and my mother by means of a 
fever, of which few ſeized by it got the 


better. Thus was I early ſtript of thoſe 
near and dear relations, and left ſolely 


to the protection and care of my worthy 


father. 
The 
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The whole village was one continual 
ſcene of mourning; one for a father, ano- 
ther for a mother, brother, or ſiſter. My 
father's grief was fo exceſſive on the death 
of his amiable and beloved Charlotte, 
that his life was for many days deſpaired 
of; but at length, Time, the healer of 
wounds, and the thoughts of leaving me 
in my forlorn ſituation, in a great mea- 
ſure drew his attention from his regretted 
wife, and placed it on me; and to all out- 
ward appearance he ſeemed to have for- 
got that my mother ever exiſted ; Dit 

often have I found him in tears when 1 
was too young to gueſs the cauſe. My 
likenels to his dear and ever lamented 
Charlotte frequently drew the molt bitter 
ſighs from his heart, yet did he not re- 
ine, but propoſed ſome amuſement to 
himſelf in becoming my inſtructor; and 
not being willing to part with me for 
any length of time, a dancing and muſic 
maſter attended me twice a week from 
the county town; and if they are to be 
believed, I made great proficiency un- 
der the tuition of both. My father taught 
me every thing elſe that was thought ne- 
ceſſary for me to learn from maſters Ara 
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ſrom an old ſervant of my mother's who 
had been my nurſe, I was taught the uſe 
of my needle. 
I ſpent the firſt ſeventeen years of my 
life in this innocent and agreeable man- 
ner, without having any thing to inter- 
rupt my ufual quiet; till one day, as I 
was returning from viſiting a young 
friend, in coming down the road with | 
my old companion and inſtructreſs, I was 
alarmed at the found of horſes feet. As 
it began to grow dark, we doubled our 
pace, but were ſoon overtaken by a gen- 
tleman on horſeback, who reſpectfully 
took off his hat, and begged we would 
not be alarmed, as he only meant to en- 
quire the way to the next village. My 
old woman informed him we were going 
that way, and if he pleaſed he might 
continue with us. He thanked her in 
terms the moſt polite; and having diſ- 
mounted, gave his horſe to the —_ 
that attended him, and proceeded the 
reſt of the way on foot with us, till after 
having ſeen me to my father's door, he 

took his leave. 
From that time I began to feel uneaſy, 
neglected my leſſons, work, &c. On 
| the 
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the Sunday following I went to chunk ; 
asuſual with my father, but had not been 
long ſeated belies I ſaw the ſame gentle- 
man enter, and ſeat himſelf oppoſite to 
me. He took the firſt opportunity of 
making me a how, which I returned, 
but with ſuch awkward confuſion, I was 
fearful leſt any body might obſerve me; 
but that was far from the caſe, as all 
eyes were turned towards the handſome 
ſtranger; he was dreſt in regimentals, 
which was ſo uncommon a ſight in our 
village, that every one's attention teemed 
fixed on him. 
When the ſervice was over, my fa- 
ther went to him, and begged he would 
favor us with his company to dinner. 
He accepted. the invitation with polite- 
neſs, and in our way from church the 
converſation was general, and Captain 
Sidney joined in it with fuch an amiable 


frankneſs as rendered him truly agree- 


able. My father enquired if he made 
any ſtay at T—n, ſaying, he feared he 
would find the accommodations but in- 
different. 

My wants are few, e he, and 


ney ſatisfied. I was bred to the ar my, 
and 
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and have been in reg1ment upwards 
ol fix years. Ihe comforts of a ſoldier's 
life, continued he ſmiling, are not many. 
He then informed us that two companies 
belonging to the regiment were quar- 
tered at N , and that he had the 
honor to command one of them: he told 
us he was the youngeſt ſon of the late 
Sir Charles Sidney, who had left him an 
eſtate of eight hundred a year, which at 
his death would go with the title unleſs 
he left a ſon behind him. On every 
ſubject he ſpoke with eaſe and freedom; 
to me he was polite and attentive ; B and 
after having received a general invitation 
to our houſe, took his leave, promiſing 
to ſee us often. 
Many days did not elapſe before he 
returned. I was drawing à flower from 
one J had juſt brought in out of the gar- 
den, and had traced the outlines when 
Captain Sidney made his appearance. 
He obſerved I was no great proficient, 
and therefore politely offered to become 
my inſtructor both in drawing and muſic, 
He ſometimes accompanied me on the 
flute or violin, while J generally ſung 
longs of his chuſing; in ſhort every ac= 
compliſhment ji 
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compliſhment of this kind, in it's higheſt 

rfection, ſeemed to be natural to him. 

In this pleaſing way half a year rolled 
on. I felt the warmeſt gratitude to my « 
tutor, and thought it no more; or that it 
* be friendſhip and efteem—friend- 
ſhip ! delufive ſound! alas ! there is no 
ſuch thing as friendſhip between amiable 
young perſons of different fexes, unleſs 
the heart of either, or both is pre-en- 


gaged. I knew not that I loved till an 


order came to the companies at N 
to leave that place, and haſten to a diſ- 
tant county to bring to order ſome poor 
wretches who were opprcfied, and had 
ſpirit to reſent it. 

need not repeat the perſuaſions 1 


made ule of to prevail on him to ſtay 
with us; but little did chey avail, He 


was determined, faid there was not the 
leaſt danger, and to eaſe me of my fears 
on his account, promiſed to paſs a week 
with us as ſoon as with honor he could 
leave the regiment. 
Think, my dear Madam, what 1 muſt 
fave: {uffered during his abſence. My 
father did every thing i in his power to 


amuſe me without effect. I loſt my vi- 


vacity, 


163 
vacity; my former companions became 
inſipid, my uſual walks were forſaken, 
and in ſhort nothing could give me plea- 
ſure. Often would 1 exclaim when alone, 
cruel Sidney, is it thus you uſe a heart 
entirely devoted to you ? But I wronged 
him when J ſaid he was cruel; it was 
his extreme tenderneſs which prevented 
me from ſeeing or hearing trom him. 

In aſſiſting to quell the rioters, he re- 
ceived a wound in his right arm, and for 
ſome time 1t was doubtiul_ whether he 
muſt not loſe it; it was impoſſible for 
him to write, and he did not chuſe to 
truſt his ſervant, being well convinced 
that I knew his hand writing but too 
well to be impoſed on: this was the apo- 
logy he ſometime afterwards made : but 


I] ought to return to my narrative. 
As I was fitting one day at the win- 
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dow with my work in my hand, I thought 
I ſaw a man who wore Captain Sidney's 


livery. 1 was going to throw up the 


ſaſh to enquire after his maſter, had not 
my father at that inſtant entered the 


room, followed by my Sidney. I roſe 


to meet him, but had not power to move 


an inch. I obſerved his arm in a ſling, 


1 knew 
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I knew not what to think. I imagined 
it much worſe than it really was, and the 
paleneſs of his countenance. plainly indi- 
cated that he muſt have ſuffered. 
Do not be alarmed, my amiable Char- 
lotte, cried he, taking my hand with the 
only one he had at liberty, I am now 
WE paſt danger, and hope in a very few days 
do be quite well, 
I.)ꝗãhis in ſome meaſure eaſed me of my 
fears; and on his telling my father he 
propoſed ſpending a month with us I was 
quite happy. 
My father the next day, as I was wait- 
ing for the gentlemen to attend the tea 
table, led Captain Sidney up to me, and 
put my hand in bis, faid, I fancy, my 
dear Charlotte, I mall not make you Aa 
diſagreeable preſent in giving you this 
gentleman for a huſband. 
1 I was ſurprized, as I could hardly ex- 
pect, (though I much wiſhed it) that he 
Wi would offer himſelf to a girl ſo much his 
inferior in every reſpect. However to 
| cut ſhort my ſtory, which I perceive is 
running to a great length, we fixed on 
that day fortnight for our nuptials, which 
| W 
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were celebrated with all the innocence of 


a village feſtival. 

We ſtaid at T—n till my Sidney's 
leave of abſence was expired. We then 
took leave of my dear father with abun- 
dance of tears, and left the peaceful vil- 
Age, promiſing to pay it a viſit annually. 
Before the end of the year, I was brought 
to bed of a daughter, who we had chrif- 
tened Ellen, after a deceaſed ſiſter of 
my Sidney's, He wrote to his brother 
to acquaint him with his marriage, and 
likewiſe of the birth of his daughter, but 
he took no further notice of it, than to 
deſite never to be troubled with any 
more letters, from a perſon who had 
married without his advice or approba- 
tion, My Sidney was too proud to pay 
any attention to this, and anſwered Sir 
George in the manner he deſerved. _ 

The regiment was ſhortly after or- 
dered into Scotland. I and my little in- 


fant attended, and remained there during 


three years, except a month in each, 
which we paſſed with my father. My 
huſband had now purchaſed the Majority; 


and on their being ordered to Ireland, I 


returned to 2 the peaceful village 
2 | where 
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where 1 had paſſed my infancy, till the 
Major could obtain leave of abſence to 
come for me and our little daughter, 
The arrival of my huſband, in ſome 
meaſure, caſt a damp on the joy my fa. 
ther would otherwiſe have experienced, 


at ſeeing one he loved with the lame ten- 


derneſs he did his daughter; but he 
knew that it was not in his power to ſtay 
beyond the time limitted by his com- 
manding officer. The time approached 


for our departure. I could not think of 


leaving my dear and worthy parent, with- 
out the extremeſt ſorrow, which my 
Sidney, ever kind and attentive, ob- 
ſerving, aſſured my father that if I con- 
tinued in good health, I ſhould till pay 


him the nent viſit while the regiment 


remained in Ireland; and, continued he, 


in my I will be of the party. 
I muſt beg leave, my dear Madam, 


to paſs over the parting ſcene between 


my father and us; ſuffice it to ſay it was 
both melancholy and affecting. 

We again left England, and after a 
ſafe paſſage arrived in Ireland : but how 
different did I find it to England ; for 


although the fuperior perſons in and 
about 


MAPLE VALE; 1657 


about Dublin are very obliging and po- 
lite to ſtrangers, vet this does not make 
amends for the diſagreeable appearance 
of the lower kind: of people. 
| ſpent a great part of the time of the 
regiment's ftay in Ireland with my fa- 
ther, and had but juſt returned from 
England when orders came for two other 
regiments, and that my huſband was in, 
to prepare to go abroad. My Sidney 
thinking it a point of honor to attend 
them, refuted to ſtay behind, though he 
might have had leave had he thought 
proper to aſk it. At length finding he 
was reſolved to go. | would have ſhared 
the fatigue of a long voyage with him, 
but our little girl was too young, and of 
too delicate a conſtitution, to bear the 
inconveniences ſo common on board of 
ſhip; and as her papa wiſhed her to be 
jent to Qucen- ſquare ſchool, as ſoon as 
| ſhe was of a proper age, it was judged 
moſt expedient for us to leave Ireland 


immediately. Accordingly we ſet out, 


and my Sidney did not leave us till he 


had ſeen the veſſel in which we were to 


go to England. Our parting was dread- 


tul, and our little Ellen contributed not 
a Mule 


— 
— OCT ETSY ESTI 8 
8 Y 2 - 


22 EO Ee 
3 
. 8 
. r 


— — 


n 2 3 3 


— 
ICE 


bw 


P 


— —ͤ̃ ͤaU—Z—[ͤ oe 

— 

IE — K . 
wy * 3 1 3 

5 EIS IRS 


16s MAPLE VALE. 


A little to render it ſtill more melancholy, 


by the artleſſneſs of her enquiries into the 
cauſe of our grief. At length my dear 
and ever to be regretted huſband tore 
himſelf away, and left me comparatively 
happy in a ſtate of inſenſibility, from 
which I was at length recovered by the 
aſſiſtance of my attendants, who did 
every thing in their power to conſole me; 
but in vain, my forrow was ſuch as re- 
quired time to get over it. 

I was now informed the wind was fair, 
and it we did not go on board, the pac- 
quet would perhaps fail without us. 1 
therefore endeavoured to dry up my 
tears, and with my dear Ellen and our 
attendants ſet fail for Holyhead ; and at- 
ter being two nights and a day on the wa- 


ter, and the whole time extremely ſick, 


we were told that all danger was paſt, 


and that we were now in ſafety; and in- 


deed ſo it proved, for we ſoon landed, to 
the great joy of all the paſſengers, who 


really thought we ſhould all have gone 


to the bottom. We quickly arrived at 
the principal inn, where I had the unex- 
pected pleaſure of meeting my dear fa- | 
ther, to whom "wy huſband had wrote 

to 
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to beg if his health permitted he would 


meet me at Holyhead, as his preſence 
would hinder me from thinking on the 

tranſient loſs of a huſband, who hoped 
ſoon to be able to ſce me in England. 
My father's preſence had the deſired ef- 
fect: it gave a new turn to my ſpirits, 
and in a few hours ] was able to mention 
the abſence of my huſband without tears, 
The next day my father propoſed return- 


ing to T— n. I had not the leaſt ob- 
jection, and after writing to my huſband, 


and giving my letters to the care of 
Thomas, who was to return as ſoon as 


he had left me under my father's pro- 


tection, I once more left Holyhead, and 
with my little girl ſoon arrived at the 
place of my nativity : the pariſhioners 
came to meet their worthy paſtor, who 
was no leſs happy than they, in once 
more entering his peaceful dwelling. 
When my Ellen reached her tenth 
year, it was judged prudent to take her 
to the ſchool her father had pointed out 
for her: the reaſon of his being ſo par- 
tial to this ſeminary was this, a moſt 
amiable ſiſter of his had been educated 
there, and was ſuppoſed to be the moſt 
„ to - 1 accom- 
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accompliſhed young lady in the whole 
county, but died ſoon after her return 
home, owing to the cruelty of her father 
in refuſing his conſent to a marriage with 


a very worthy man, who only wanted a 


title to recommend him : they both in- 
deed died martyrs to his inflexibility, and 
he lived long enough to repent their un- 
timely exit. 5 
1 reſided in London the firſt half year 
my Ellen was at ſchool; and finding af- 
ter that time that ſhe was perfectly ſatis- 
fied with every thing about her, I re- 
turned to Tn, and only left it to fetch 
her to my father's in the vacations. 

I lived in this retired manner till the 
death of my father, which -happened four 
years ago, Nothing could have alle- 
viated my ſorrow had I been abſent dur- 


ing his illneſs: he died, like what he ever 


profeſſed himſelf to be, a good chriſtian; 
truly regretted by all his friends, and the 
poor in general, but by none more than 
by me; for although I received a large 
addition to my fortune, yet for a time 


nothing could either give me pleaſure 


or comfort. 


AS 
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As ſoon as the funeral was over, and 
every thing adjuſted in a proper manner, 
I left my late peaceful habitation, and 
took a ready furniſhed apartment in Lon- 
don, as near the ſchool as poſſible, that 
I might have an opportunity of ſeeing 
my daughter more frequently than I 
could had 1 been at a oreater diſtance 
from her: but Colonel Sidney (for he 
now had the regiment) not approving of 
my living in lodgings for a continuance, 

I took that houſe next door to you, but 
as it wanted repairing, I did not get into 
it til] ſome time afterwards, 

The firſt letter I received from abroad, 
after I had got into my houſe, flattered 
me with the pleaſing hope of ſoon ſeeing 
my Sidney : but how cruelly was I dil- 
appointed in not hearing again from him 
during the ſpace of ſeveral months. One 
day, as I was ſtanding at the window, I 
thought I ſaw my huſband's ſervant, who 
[ have often mentioned to you as the 
moſt faithful creature exiſting, but alas! 
he was in deep mourning. My fears 
then ſuggeſted to me what proved but 
too true, that his good maſter was no 
more, 

12 Not 
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Not knowing what I did, I ran 1 


trembling ſteps to the ſtreet door. The 


ſervants hearing ſome one in the hall, 
had followed me, and no doubt thovghr 
me diftrafted, and indeed well they 
might, for 1 believe I was then very little 
otherwiſe. What news do you bring, 
Thomas, cried I, as ſoon as I had opened 
the door; but without making any other 
anſwer than a deep ſigh, he delivered me 


a pacquet of letters, and retired. 


I ran into the dining parlour, and 
haſtily broke open the ſeal of the one that 


lay uppermoſt; but who can deſcribe 


my emotions when the firſt words J caſt 
my eyes on were thele : 


Wren you, my dear Charlotte, 
receive this, I ſhall be no more; be com- 
forted, and let not ſorrow preſs too hard 
upon your. gentle nature; remember we 
have a daughter. 


I neither ſaw or heard any more: I 
fell from my chair to the ground in ſtrong 
= Loc good Thomas, who had ex- 
pected how it would be, placed my wo- 
man at the door with hartſhorn and other 

teltoratives; 
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reſtoratives; but finding them ineffec- 


tual, took the liberty of requeſting your 


attendance, being fearful I was in the 
agonies of death, I need not tell you, 
my dear Mrs. Hammond, how long I 
continued in this way, as you was fo 
obliging as to ſtay with me the whole 
time. 
I believe you thought it rather extra- 
ordinary that I did not let my Ellen 
know any thing of her father's death, till 
more than a week had elapled; bur { 
was unwilling to inform her of the n-- 
lancholy tidings, till I had overcome the 
keenneſs of my own grief, that I might 
be the better able to ſooth her ſorrow. 
Thomas had letters from his late maſ- 
ter to Sir George Sidney, in which he 
begged of him in the moſt pathetic man- 
ner to continue the eight hundred a year 
to his wife till her death: but he (how 
unlike his generous brother) deſired Tho- 
mas to tell me he would not allow me a 
ſhilling, That was the cruel anſwer he 
returned to his brother's letter; bur his 
| fon, as amiable as Sir George is other- 
wiſe, met Thomas on his return, and 


having before heard of his uncle's. death, 
I 3  faid 
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ſaid he would call on me were it not in 
direct oppoſition to his father, who had 
ordered him, on pain of his diſpleaſure, 
neither to ſpeak to or viſit us; but, added 
he, if Mrs. Sidney is in want of any 
thing, my purſe and intereſt are at her 
command : he ſince that time wrote to 
me, and offered an allowance of two 
hundred a year, which he ſaid he could 
very well ſpare, as he hardly ever ſpent 
what Sir George allowed him. I re- 
turned him thanks, but at the ſame time 
| begged leave to decline accepting of his 
bounty, I was ſorry afterwards to hear 
that my refuſal hurt him: what in my 
ſituation was delicacy, he miſtook for 
ride. 

The reaſon of my ſpending the firſt 
year and half of my widowhood in town, 
was that my Ellen might be perfectly 
accompliſhed before we retired into the 
country. 1 almoſt began to fear we 
ſhould not get a houſe that would ſuit 
us, when an advertiſement in the paper 
pointed out our preſent reſidence, Which 
in my opinion is better adapted to our 
circumſtances than any other we could 


have choſen. 
: have, 
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1 have, my dear Mrs. Hammond, at 
length accompliſhed what J have ſo often 
promiſed you, and if the peruſal of it 
gives you any pleaſure, I ſhall be ſuffi- 
cicntly recompenſed tor the numerous 
tears it has drawn from my eyes. 

Adieu! my dear friend; that you may 
never meet with ſuch trying afflictions, is 
the ſincere wiſh of 


"A your affectionate ; 
7 CHARLOTTE SIDN EY 
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LETTER XXV. 


EDWARD SEDLEY, Em. 
. 
LORD SUMMERS. 


If | Roſe Mount. 
1 nap not your letter, dear Sum- 


mers, till yeſterday, as I have been in 
town almoſt ever ſince I laſt wrote 2 


and not expecting to be abſent ſo long, 
14 5 . 


* 
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left my houſe without giving any direc- 
tions about forwarding my letters to me. 
I called on Mr. Bertie ſome days be- 
fore 1] left the country, to offer myſelf as 
a candidate for his charming daughter. 
The old gentleman thanked me for the 
honor I intended them, and ſaid if Mrs, 
Bertie and Laura had no objection, and 
the girl really loved me, he ſhould be 
proud to give her to ſo deſerving a young 
man. You may be lure I made a low 
bow at this compliment, and he conti- 
nued—{] aſſure you, Mr. Sedley, you are 
not the firſt perſon that has wiſhed to be 
allied to my family; but hitherto Laura 
has refuſed every one that made applica- 
tion, and indeed I always gave her full 
liberty ſo to do; being ſenſible that with- 
out ſhe loved her huſband better than any 
other perſon ſhe could not be happy ; and 
I have experienced ſo much telicity in 
the marriage ſtate myſelf, that I wiſh the 
ſame to every other; but, added he, I 
beg pardon for being ſo tedious. I will 
acquaint Mrs. Bertie and my daughter, 
with the converſation that has paſſed be- 
tween us; and if you will favour us 


with your company to- morrow, J hope 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall have the pleaſure of introducing 
ou as a favoured lover. 

I promiſed I would not fail to be with. 
him at the time appointed; and the 
next day had the infinite ſatisfaction of 
hearing from the dear girl that I was far 
from indifferent to her; and that in time 
might hope tor the honor of her hand. 

have purchaſed a hou'e in Groſvenor- 
ſquire, and beſpoke furniture, &c. for it; 
my carriages are likewiſe ordered, as are 
ſome jewels | intend to preſent to my 
charming Laura when Mrs. Sedlcy. 

] have a requelt to make you, Sum- 
mers, and expect you will comply with 
It; it is, to be preſent at my wedding 
or elſe ſpend a few days with me previous 
to it, I ſhall be quite offended if you 
do not one or the other: and as your 
engagement with Mils Fancourt is now 
at an dend, you can have no excule to de- 

tain you at Bloom Grove. 
I have not ſeen my Laura to- day, 
therefore know you will pardon the ſhort- 
nels of this. 


For when a lad y's in the caſe, 
You know all other _ give place. 
(3 AT. 


13 Los- 


178 MAPLE VALE. 


* ſincere friend, and humble Ter- 
vant, 


EDWARD ROAST 


1 ſhall depend upon ſeeing you; 
excuſe will do, for come you muſt. 


LETTER FXXVL 


MISS SIDNEY 
| To. 
MISS BERTIE 


1 35 5 Maple Vale. 
AM juſt returned from Bloom Grove, 
where I have ſpent the day, and have 
taken leave of my mother for the night, 
and inſtead of going to reſt, have ſet 
down to write to my dear Laura; though 
to ſpeak the truth, I do not pay you 
any great compliment thereby, for my 
mind has undergone ſuch different ſenſa- 
tions of pleaſure and pain in the paſt _ 
that 
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that J don't find myſelf in the leaſt in- 
clined to ſlerp. Ves, Laura, I have felt 
the greateſt pleaſure in finding I am not 
altogether indifferent to Lord Summers; 
but at the ſame time it was mingled with 
pain at the ſad idea that our love might 
be a ſource of the greateſt miſcry, if not 
to both, at leaſt to me; for how can I 
dare to hope that the Earl of Bel nont, a 
Peer of the realm, with a fortune al- 
molt. princely, will confeut that his only 
ſon and heir ſhould deſcend to marry the 
poor Ellen, untitled, with little or no 
fortune; and though deſcended from an 
ancient family, yet is by that family un- 
known, and al noſt diſowned: no, my 
friend, it is preſumptuous in me to 
think of it; I never can be his! Were 
he even ſo generous as to offer me his 
hand, I ſhould be the moſt ungrateful of 
my fex to accept it: for mould 1 not by 
that means draw the vengeance of his 
whole family upon him; and would he 
not himſelf, when he came coolly to re- 
flect on it, conſider me as the bar to all 
his bright proſpects, as the woman who 
had drawn the anger of his father on him, 
and av erted the eye of her who was once 
a tender 
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a tender and indulgent mother. But 
whither am I running to; methinks I 
hear you ſay, what does the girl mean, 
the has covered half her paper, and has 
not yet told me any thing to the purpole. 
Well, well, Laura, I will ſtrive to go on 
with more regularity, _ 
This morning, as I was ſitting at 
breakfaſt, a note was brought me trom 
Miſs Fancourt, wherein ſhe defired me 
to bring my work, and ſpend the day 
with her, as her father, brother, and 
couſin, were gone out, and likewiſe 
Major and Mits Harcourt : ſhe further 
added, ſhe would have fetched me her- 
{elf had ſhe not caught a flight cold 
which confined her tothe houſe. Iſhewed 
her invitation to my mother, to know if 
ſhe approved of my going, who replied, 
I might do as I pleaſed : fo Laura, to 
make ſhort of my ftory, I ſet out at- 
tended by Thomas. We had proceeded 
rather more than half way, when at a 
ſmall diſtance I perceived Lord Sum- 
mers walking ſlowly on with a book in 
his hand, which he was ſo intent on, that 
he did not ſee me till I was quite cloſe to 
him, when ſuddenly turning his head, he 
5 exclaimed 
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exclaimed—Miſa. Sidney, this is indeed 
an unexpected pleaſure; if you are go- 
ing to Bloom Grove, let me have the 
honor of attending you. 
I told him I was ſurpriſed to fee him, 
as I underſtood he was gone out with 
Sir William and Mr. Fancourt. I then 
mentioned I was to' pats the day with his 
couſin, and I think I never heard him 
_ expreſs more joy: his behaviour on the 
whole was quite different from what it 
had ever been before: he was ſo tenderly 
aſſiduous, and had fomething in his 
voice and manner fo peculiarly engaging, 
that though he 1s always a moſt agree- 
able companion, he was then more ſo 
than uſual. 
We were met at the hall door by Miſs 
Fancourt, who taking my hand, faid— 
you are very good, my dear Ellen, to 
come ſo ſoon; and addreſſing herſelf to 
Lord Summers pray, my Lord, how 
came you to know Miſs Sidney was to 
pay mea viſit? I am poſitive I did not 
mention it, but thought to have had the 
pleaſure of agreeably ſurprizing you. 
He made ſome polite anſwer, which I 
have forgot, and we went into the muſic 

| room. 
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room. Look at theſe, ſaid Miſs Fan- 
court, pointing to a parcel of ſongs that 
lay on the harpſichord ; they are quite 
new, and ſome of them very pretty ; 
particularly one duett, which I muſt beg 
you and Lord Summers will learn to 
ſing, for I don't know any two with 
ſuch charming voices, Come my love, 
continued ſhe to me, do ling me that 

ſong you favoured me with the laſt time 


had the pleaſure of ſeeing you; and I 


will accompany you on the harpſichord, 
for my cold will not let me ſing. 

We amuſed ourſelves in this manner 
till dinner was announced; after which 
Lord Summers took up the laſt new tra- 


gedy, and aſking us if we had read it, 


on our anſwering in the negative, ſaid, 
if it was agreeable, he would read it to 
us. We aſlented, and he began, but 


before he had gone half through it, both 


Miſs Fancourt and myſelf were drowned 
in tears: Lord Summers himſelf was 
much affected, but went to the window | 
to conceal his emotions. 

Oh ! my Laura, how much ſupertor 
did he then appear to the general run of 


| the preſent young men of quality, who 


Can 
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can look on unmoved in ſcenes of accu- 
mulated diſtreſs; while at the bare read- 
ing of a tale of woe, the tear of ſenſibil- 
ity gliſtened in the eyes of the amiable 
Lord Summers, for it was in vain he 
ſtrove to hide it; but haſtily turning 
from the window, and throwing down 
the book, advanced towards us, and 
taking a hand of each, ſaid, I believe I 
was bewitched when 1 attempted to read 
this tragedy to you, for I perceive it has 
drawn tears from two pair of the lovelieſt 
eyes in the univerſe. 1 

Oh flattery! flattery ! exclaimed Miſs 
Fancourt, (ſmiling through her tears); 
how fond you men are of beſtowing it 
on us poor females ; I verily believe you 
think we are exceedingly partial to it; 
and perhaps ſome of my ſex may juſtify 
you in that opinion; but for my part, if 
any of you are extravagant in your 
praiſes, I always imagine he thinks 
meanly of me. 

I am ſorry, replied Lord Summers, 1 
you ſhould think I meant to flatter either 3s 
you or your fair friend; I proteſt I faid Wk 
no more than I thought, 


1 knew 
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I knew you would ſay ſo, alfred 
the ſprightly Maria; but I forgive you 
this once, provided you do not repeat 
the offence, though by the bye you have 
not yet aſked my pardon. Come, come, 
Ellen, dry up your tears you mult not 
take the ſorrows of poor too much 
to heart. I will play ane lively tune, 
and try if | cannot diſſipate your grief. 

Miſs Fancourt was at firſt as much 
affected as myſelf, but the extreme live- 
lineſs of her temper will not ſuffer any 
trifling ſorrow, (if I may be allowed to 
uſe the expreſſion) to make an impreſſion 
of any duration upon ber; her emotions 
at firſt are perhaps more violent than 
thoſe of a perſon of a graver diſpoſition ;_ 
but they wear off the ſooner by their own. 
Roe 

We ſpent the evening in a very agree- 
able manner ; finging, playing, and by 
turns liſtening to the entertaining re- 
marks of Lord Summers: he is in my 
opinion always a moſt pleaſing man, but 
this evening he ſurpaſſed every thing. 

Some time before I thought of leav- 

ing Bloom Grove, I miſſed my little 


dog, who had followed my footſteps in 


the 
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the morning, and had remained with 
me almoſt ever ſince: I told Miſs Fan- 
court I would take a turn in the garden, 
and ſee if I could find it, and return 
preſently. I walked up one walk and 
down another calling my little runaway, 
but in vain, for ſhe was no where to be 
found, and was returning into the houſe, 
tired with my fruitleſs ſearch, when 
paſſing the back of a little arbour ſhaded 
with woodbines and jeffamin, I heard 
Lord Summers's voice, which rivetted 
me to the ſpot: he ſeemed to ſpeak in a 
plaintive tone to ſomebody, and I wiſhed 
to know to whom : to liſten is a mean- 
neſs I believe 1 was never guilty'of be- 
fore; but how it was, I know not, I 
heard, or fancied 1 heard my name men- 
tioned; this naturally drew my atten- 
tion, and I found it impoſſible to reſiſt 
the temptation of knowing on what ac- 
count, and for the firſt time in my life 
was guilty of an indiſcretion which I can 
by no means reconcile to myſelf. If I 
had been Jeroen win ] tremble 
at the bare idea. 1 muſt, I believe, con- 
tradict the old adage that fays, “ liſteners 
never 
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never hear any good of themſelves:ꝰ but 
to return to what J heard. 

Sweet little creature, ſaid Lord Sum- 
mers, how happy are you in the careſſes 
of your charming miſtreſs; good hea- 
vens! how much i is your ien to be 
envied; the object of her tendereſt care, 
on whom ſhe is pleaſed to beſtow her 
fondeſt attentions : yes Stella, if thou 
hadſt the gift of ſpeech, thou mighteſt 
boaſt of being one of the happieſt animals 
in the creation. 

Gueſs my ſurpriſe when J heard him 
ſay Stella, and peeping through. the 
branches, ſaw him ſtroking my little 
favorite, I believe I ſhould have ſtaid 
there a conſiderable time longer, had [ 
not in turning my head perceived Mr. 
Fancourt coming towards me; he ſeemed 
much inebriated; therefore to avoid 
him, I croſſed the walk, and attempted 
to get to the houſe before he could over- 
take me; but vain was the attempt, for 
before I had proceeded a dozen yards, 
he came up to me, and placing himſelf 
exactly in my way, exclaimed My dear 
Mis Sidney, what an age it is ſince. J 
have 
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have been bleſſed with the ſight of thoſe 


lovely eyes. 
I returned his compliment only with 


a curtſey, and was going to leave him; 
but taking my hand, which he forcibly 


held in ſpite of my endeavours to ſnatch 
it away—what have 1 done, my ſweet 
girl, cried he, that you ſhould run away 
from me? I am ſure no one loves you 
better than I do, preſſing me to his bo- 
ſom, 

1 was ſo terrified at the liberty he 
took with me, that I hardly knew what 
I did, but collecting all my ſtrength, ſaid, 
] beg, Mr. Fancourt, you will let me 

o, endeavouring to withdraw my hand, 


which he held ſo tight he really hurt me; 


I am in haſte to be at home. N 
By Jupiter, cried he, you ſhall not go 
till you have heard what I have to ſay; 
and as to your being in haſte, you mult 


pardon me if I ſay I can't believe it; 


for when I firſt ſaw you, you was ſtand- 
ing quite ſtill, and it was not till you 


obſerved me coming towards you that 


you was in ſuch haſte: nay I am ſure, 
continued he, was it my grave cuz, 


Lord Summers, that was talking to you 
inſtead 


288 MAPLE VAL E. 


inſtead of me, you would not care how 
long you ſtaid. 

You take very unbecoming liberties, 
Sir, ſaid I, in detaining me here, and if 
you will not inſtantly releaſe me, 1 will 
call out and alarm the family. 

And if you attempt it, my dear, re- 
plied he, I have nothing to do but to 
ſtop your ſweet mouth with kiſſes; and 
catching me 1n his arms, was proceeding 
to put his threats in execution. 

I ſtruggled to get from him; but find- 
ing it impoſſible, ſcreamed as loud as I 
was able, till I was interrupted by a voice 
which I knew to be Lord Summers's, 
(although my fright had prevented me 
from ſeeing his approach) ſaying, for 
ſhame Fancourt, why do you detain this 
lady againſt her inclination? 1 inſiſt on 
your leaving her this inſtant. | 

Was ever any thing ſo d —nd un- 
lucky, ſaid Mr, Fancourt, as he turned 
from us, leaving me to the Care of Lord 
Summers. 

I knew not what . after, for 
fear ſo overcame me that I fainted al- 
molt the ſame inſtant; and when I be- 
gan to recover, found myſelf ſeated in 

| the 
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the arbour before mentioned, ſupported 
by Lord Summers, with my head re- 
clining on his ſhoulder; the firſt words 
heard were expreſſions of joy at my 
recovery. I thanked him for his care, 
and was riſing to go, but he prevented 
me by begging me to be ſeated for a 
few moments, and attend to what he was 
going tO lay. 

I have long ſought, my dear Miſs 
Sidney, for an opportunity to ſpeak to 
you alone, and if I let this paſs it may 
de ſome time before I meet with another, 

felt the colour come and go in my 
face; however J ſat down again, and in 
a voice ſcarcely articulate anſwered, that 
had ſo many obligations to Lord Sum- 
mers, I could nor think of denying any 
requeſt he could with propriety make, 
but wiſhed him not to detain me long, 
as I was rather in haſte to be at home. 

Amiable girl! reiterated his Lordſhip, 
you are as generous as you are lovely: | 
but you rate the ſmall ſervice 1 have had 
the happineſs to render you at too high 
an eſtimation, for I ſhould think my 
whole life well ſpent in being in the 


imallcft degree acceſſary to the happineſs 
of 
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of Miſs Sidney. Oh! charming Ellen, 
how ſhall I find words to expreſs how 
much I love you; from the firſt moment 
I beheld you, my heart confeſſed itſelf 
your flave, but never till now have I had 
the courage to declare it. l 

Need I tell my Laura I was ſo con- 
fuſed during this ſpeech, that it was 
ſome time before I could anſwer him. I 
fancy I looked very filly, for I fat twirl- 
ing my fingers, and biting my nails, 
with my face of as deep a die as any 
ſcarlet. 

1 fear, my dear Miſs Sidney, ſaid 
Lord Summers, I have given you ſome 
uneaſineſs by the declaration of my ſen- 
timents; if ſo, only ſay it, and be aſſured 
whatever pangs it may colt me, you ſhall 
never ſee me more, 

] had now pretty well recovered my- 
ſelf, and ſumming up all my reſolution, 
anſwered him as follows: I am infinitely 
obliged to your Lordſhip for the good 
opinion you entertain of me, and ſhould 
think myſelf ungenerous did I not ſpeak 
the true ſentiments of my heart: I muſt 
own that Lord Summers 1s far from in- 
different to me, but at the ſame time I 

can 
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can never be his; for though, my Lord, 
you now ſee me in rather a neglected ſi- 


tuation, yet believe me I have that innate 
pride which would not let me be the 
wife of a prince without the conſent of 
his whole family, which I think it is 
impoſſible for your Lordſhip to obtain. 

Noble minded girl, ſaid he, preſſing 
my hand to his lips, how I admire your 
ſentiments, though by thoſe very ſenti- 
ments I find myſelf condemned, for you 
have touched me on a theme that wounds 
my very ſoul; but I will inſtantly ſet out 
tor Belmont Caſtle, throw myſelf at my 
father's feet, and tell him the whole hap- 


pineſs of my life is centered in you; and 


I think he cannot refuſe my earneſt re- 
queſt : but if he ſhould, I fhall then be 
completely miſerable, for after what my 
charming Ellen has juſt ſaid, I muſt give 
up all thoughts of obtaining her hand in 

a private manner. „ 
was going to reply, but perceiving 
Sir William Fancourt at a diſtance, we 
haſtily aroſe to meet him. Miſs Sidney, 
ſaid the old gentleman, my daughter 
thought you was loſt, and ſent me to ſee 
for you. He obſerved, I looked very 
| much 
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much indiſpoſed ; but as I was unwilling 
he ſhould know his ſon had been the 
cauſe of it, I turned the converſation by 
remarking what a fine evening it was. 
It is fo, ſaid Sir William, but too cold 
for you to continue in the air: I ſhall 
therefore beg of my nephew to conduct 
you into the houſe, while I order the 
carriage to be got ready. He then left 


us, and Lord Summers and myſelf en- 
tered the drawing room together, 


So, ſaid Miſs Fancourt, (looking very 


5 archly at me) I ſee you have found your 
| * favorite. 


I knew ſhe alluded to Lord Summers; 
but not ſeeming to underſtand her, I an- 
ſwered, I have indeed at laſt, but not till 
I had quite fatigued myſelf in ſearching 
for her. I think, Stella, (ſpeaking to my 
little dog) this muſt be the laſt time J 
ſhall bring you out with me. - | 

Ah! Ellen, Ellen, whiſpered the pe- 


netrating n 


. ſervant entered to let me know the 


| carriage was ready, fo wiſhing her a good 


night, I took my leave: Lord Summers 
intitted on ſeeing me home; and really, 


my dear, I never before thought the ride 
from 
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from Bloom Grove, to Maple Vale, fo 
ſhort: Lord Summers would not be pre- 
vailed on to come 1n, but promiſing to 
call on me next day, ſtepped back again 
into the carriage, and foon diſappeared. 
Good night, my dear Laura, I really 
am ſo fatigued, with writing this long 
letter, that I can hardly keep my eyes 

open. 
Your's affectionately, n 


ELLEN SIDNE v. 


LETTER XXVIL 


FROM THE SAME. 1 


W Maple Vale. | 
AS I to lay aquire of paper before 
me, when I begin to write to my dear 
Laura; I believe I ſhould cover it, before 
I could prevail on myſelf, to lay down 
my pen; for inſtance, my laſt letter, 
when I aroſe in the morning, on looking 

Vor, I. = over 
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oyer what I had written, in order to ſeat 
it, I was almoſt aſhamed to ſend a letter, 
of ſuch a length: in writing it, you would 
fee I thought myſelf happy; but it was 
only a gleam of ſunſhine, that was very 
ſoon overclouded. 
informed you of Mr. Sear s rude 
behaviour, him may 1 thank, for my pre- 
ſent uneaſinels. Lord Summers, has 
g called on me ſeveral times fince I laſt 
| wrote; as indeed has Miſs F ancourt and 
; her brother: the latter I have always 
| avoided ſeeing, and gave orders, (though 
unknown to my mother), never to admit 
him, unleſs his fiſter, was with him; which 
| orders were punctually . till yelter- 
| day. 
| The breakfaſt things were joſt re- 
| moved, and my mother gone to viſit a 
| ſick neighbour, when the parlour door 
| flew open, and in bounced Mr, Fancoutt: 
I was much confuſed at his appearance, 
nor did he ſeem leſs agitated, but after 
two or three awkward bows, he attempted 
to make ſome. apology, for breaking in 
upon me, at ſo early an hour, by ſaying 
he found the houſe door open, and think- 


ng. that this Perhaps, would be the only 
| opportunity 


— 
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opportunity, he ſhould have of making 
his peace with me, had laid hold on it, 
] interrupted his harangue, by enquiring 
after his ſiſter. 
He ſaid, ſhe was well, and it was by 
her deſire, he came to beg I would walk 
over there, as Lady Linley was to ſpend 
the day with them, to whom Maria 
wiſhed to introduce me. 
I deſired him, to give my love to his 
ſiſter, and tell her, that as ſoon as Tho- 
mas returned from W „ Where he 
had gone on ſome buſineſs for my mo- 
ther, I would attend her. | 
You will not then Miſs Sidney, let me 
have the happineſs of conducting you to 

Bloom Grove. 
By no means Sir, replied I, I think 
you have no right to expect I mould, af- 
ter your behaviour to me the laſt time I 
was at your houſe, 
I did not think, cried he, Miſs Sidney 
had been ſo illnatured, as to remember 
a fault, which I muſt own I am extremely 
lorry for, ſuch a length of time: and 
which, had I not been intoxicated, I 
ſhould not have commirted. 
kv 1 ſaid, 
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I ſaid, I hoped not, for I was not ſen- 
ſible of any impropriety in my behaviour, 
that could have induced him to take ſuch 
unbecoming liberties. 

Pardon me Miſs Sidney, I beg, r re · 
joined he; it was your neglc&, and the 
viſible partiality with which you treated 
the happy Summers, that urged me to 
ſuch a length: but it you will deign to 
' pardon this one offence, I pledge my 
word, never to be ouilty of the like 
agaiff: thus beauteous Ellen, let me en- 
treat you, falling on his knees. at my 
feet, for one kind look my angel, and 
I ſhall be happy. 

] affured him, I heartily forgave him, 
but could not think of truſting myſelf 
alone with the man, who had ſo tar treſ- 
paſſed on the rules of decorum. 

Then it is but a half pardon, Mis 
Sidney, ſaid he, kiſſing my hand. 

J ſmiled at the carneſtneſs, he expreſſed 
to be forgiven; when the door opencd, 
and Lord Summers, made his appcar- 
ance. Gracious heaven! exclaime: he, 
what is it I ſee: and turning to me, ſaid; 
faithlels * 1. ſhall never give you 
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another opportunity, to trifle with me, as 
you have done. | 

[ was going to juſtify myſelf, but he 
would not tay to hear what I had to 
ſay; appearances were undoubtedly a 
gainſt me, for would not a by Rander; 
have imagined, Mr. Fancourt was a fa- 
voured lover, to ſee him at my feet, 
kiſſing my hand, and a ſmile of appro- 
bation, (as he might think it) ſo viſible 
in my countenance, 25 6 

I left my viſitor, to amuſe hifi 
he pleaſed, and hurting the door of my 
apartment, gave vent to a violent burſt 
of tears; | tound myſelf much relieved, 
and ſent to Mr. Fancourt, who was yet 

13 the parlour, to let him know, I would 
wait on his fiiter, but 4 0 he would 
not ſtay for me. 

As ſoon as he was gone, Tied up 
my tears, and went into the parlour, to 
wait the return of my mother, who when 
ne came in, on feeing my cloak on the 
chair beſide me, aſked if I was going out. 

I replied, Miſs Fancourt had lent to 
beg I would ſpend the day with her, but 
that J would not go, till her return, as I 
did not Know if the could ſpare me. 
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Undoubtedly my dear, I can, was her 
anſwer, and I ſee Thomas coming, who 
ſhall go with you. 

I put on my cloak, and we ſet out, 
but my walk ſeemed double the length, 
it did, the laſt time I was that way, when 
1 met the amiable Lord Summers, 

Shall I own to my Laure, the reaſon 
that induced me to go to Bloom Grove: 
I thought it not unlikely, but I might 
ſee Lord Summers, and have an oppor- 
tunity of clearing my conduct to him; 
but that alas! was not allowed me, for I 

was ſcarce ſeated, before I heard Sir 
William enquire after him, of his ſervant, 
who ſaid his maſter was gone to Sir Fo- 
ter Binmore's, and ſhould not return till 
to-morrow, I felt my face turn pale, 
and red, alternately,.and to be out of the 
way of Mr, Fancourt's obſervation, pro- 
poſed going to Mis Fan court's dreſſing 
room, to view ſome prints, ſhe has lately 
had from London, and which 1 had never 
ſeen: Harry propoled attending us, but 
his ſiſter plainly told him, we did not 
want his company. | 

Bleſs me, cried ſhe, as we walked acroſs 
the gallery, I am ſurpriſed Lord Sum- 

mers 


! 
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mers went out of the way, as I told him 
you were to be here: but I ſuppoſe he 
was engaged before. | 
When we had examined the prints, 
(ſome of which were very fine), we went 
down ſtairs, and ftrolled in the garden, 
till dinner time: on entering the houſe, 
a ſervant gave me a note, I aſked if any 
anſwer was required, but as the man re- 

lied in the negative, I did not open it, 
till after dinner, but how greatly was L 
ſhocked, when J read as follows: 


MADAM, | 
IT was but a few days ago, I 


thougbt myſelf the happieſt of men: but 


now, how changed the ſcene; yet why do 
I complain, if you are happy, that is all. 
I wiſh: Mr. Fancourt is a worthy young 


, man, but pardon me, [ thought by the 


reluctance you ſhewed at his careſſes, the 
laſt time J had the honor of ſeeing you 
at Bloom Grove, he was no favorite of 
your's; hut how cruelly am J deceived, 
after the ſcene I was witneſs to this 
morning, I can no longer doubt my cou- 
ſin has the firſt place in your heart; but 
why, lovely Ellen, did you ſay you loved 

K 4 mer 
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mes was it becauſe you would not give 
* to one, who wiſhed to live, but for 
Sar. -.. 
This will be the laft trouble, I ſhall 
ever give you, as I intend leaving your 
neighbourhood, in a day, or two, at far- 
theſt : for every thing here, puts me too 
much in mind, of what I was, and what I 
now am, „ : 

Adieu faithleſs Ellen, may you be 
happy, with a more deſerving man, but 
never will any one love you, as I have. 
T4 SUMMERS, 


J was motionleſs with ſorrow, at this 
cruel letter, and the thoughts that I 
ſhould not ſee him again, to juſtify my- 
ſelf, was almoſt too much to bear: I 
begged Miſs Fancourt's permiſſion to re- 
turn home, ſaying I felt myſelf very far 
from well, but at her entreatics, was 
prevailed on to ſtay tea, as ſhe aſſured 
me the carriage ſhould be at the door, 
as ſoon as it was over: ſhe kept her pro- 
miſe, and I was ſoon conveyed to Maple 
Vale, where my own ſorrows, were for- 


gotten, in thoſe of my worthy parent. 
| | Thomas 
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Thomas opened me the door, with 
ſorrow painted in Ter characters on 
his countenance—Oh ! Miſs Ellen, cried 
he, my poor miſtreſs 

| ftaid to hear no more, but almoſt. 
ſlew into the parlour, where | found my 
good mother, quite loft in thought: ſhe 
at length perceived me. Ah! Ellen, 
cried ſhe, in a tremulous voice, is it you? 
did not expect you ſo ſoon, endeavour- 
ing at a ſmile ; it was my intention to 
conceal our lols from you, at leaſt to- 
night, but your coming in ſo unawares, 
has prevented my defign. 

Good God, my dear Madam! ex- 
claimed I, what do you mean? I hope 
nothing has happened to Mrs. Ham- 
mond. 

No my dear girl, rejoined ſhe, I have 
yet a friend left me, but that my dear is 
ail; read this, (giving me a letter), tis 
from Mis. Hammond, and explains the 
cauſe of my affliction. 

[ haſtily run it over, but how my 
Laura ſhall I deſcribe my emotions, on 
finding ourſelves bereft of all our little 
fortune, which is really the caſe, as the 
merchant who was entruſted with it, has 
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left the kingdom. I ftrove to comfort 
my poor mother, although I ſtood in 
great need of it myfelf: Mrs. Ham- 
mond's, is a truly friendly letter. She 
adviſes us to come to London imme— 
diately, as my mother's preſence may 
perhaps be neceſſary, if there is a poſſi- 
bility of recovering any thing : and of- 
fers us her houſe; adding in the moſt 
generous manner, that ſhe intends ſend- 
ing her ſon to fetch us; whom we ex- 
pect to- night, and moſt likely ſhall leave 
Maple Vale che day after to-morrow, I 
fear never to return, as my mother talks 
of parting with the furniture, except 
ſome few valuables which we take with 
us. I returned the letter when I had 
read it, to my poor mother, who threw 
her arms round myneck, and exclaimed, 
oh my Ellen! what will become of us? 
want ſtares us in the face; and to bea 
burthen to Mrs. Hammond, I cannot 
think of without pain: we will work my 
child, continued the, to get a mainte- 
nance, for J am not yet ſufficiently hum- 
bled, to beg a ſupport from your hard 
hearted uncle. 
| Do 
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Do not, my dear Madam, cried T, 
thus give way to grief, we have one 
ſmall reſource yet, the penſion you have 
ſo long neglected to receive, and which 
is your due; as a Coionel's widow, with 
what our goods will ſell for, will be a 
ſmall ſufficiency for you, and I, my mo- 
ther, am the perſon who will war for 
while your Ellen has life, never, NOVELS 
ſhall you want. 
I would have added more, but my 
tears ſtopped my utterance : indeed I 
have done nothing elle but weep ever 
ſince laſt night ; could there be any thing 
more unfortunate than our leaving Ma- 
ple Vale ſo ſoon? perhaps I may lee 
Lord Summers again, cruel perhaps. 

I muit put by my pen, for a few mi- 

nutes, as my tears flow too faſt, to be 
able to {ee what I write. 


OO —C—— | 
1 again reſume my pen, to add that 1 
will write again, as {oon as I am ſettled 
in ſome eligible line of life. 1 am too 
well acquainted, with my Laura's amia- 


ble diſpoſition, to ſuppoſe ſhe would neg- 
lect her friend, in adverſity : but fortune 
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may change; it is not for my ſake, but 
my mother's, that I wiſh it; for it would 
break my heart to ſee her toil for a live- 
lihood, who has always, till very lately, 
lived in affluence : misfortunes press 
hard upon her, but T truſt ſhe will be 
enabled, to bear up againſt her afflictions: 
our affairs, are not perhaps in ſo bad a 
train, as Mrs. Hammond ſeems to ap- 
prehend ; but I ſuppoſe we ſhall know 
the particulars, when her ſon arrives. 

I have endeavoured to per ſuade my 
mother, that Mrs. Hammond's fears may 
have magnified our loſs; and that upon 
inſpection, we ſhall not find | it fo bad as 
| ſhe has given us reaſon to ſuppole, In 
this manner, my Laura, I try to conſole 
my dear mother: but ſhe | ſhakes her 
head, and ſays, ah! my dear Ellen, be 
not too ſanguine in your expectations; 
the diſappointment, will only be the 


reater. 
L intend leaving a a ſhort letter, with the 


old woman that rakes care of our houle, 
and furniture, for Miſs Fancourt ; it 
would be unkind 1 in me, not to take no- 
tice of our departure, to one, who has 
treated me with ſo much civility. 

* , | Once 
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Once more, my beloved Laura, adieu: 
I ſhall not fail to write to you, on my ar- 
rival in London. 


Your affectionate, 
though diſtreſſed friend, 
ELLEN SIDNEY. 


LETT EN XXVHE 


FROM THE SAME. 


| | New Bond-ffreet, London. 
L ATE laſt night, my dear friend, 
did your Ellen and her fond mother, ar- 
rive in this city of noiſe and buſtle; ſo ; 
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little ſuited to my taſte, that I am ſure 
] ſhall ever regret, the peaceful village 

I have left; the village, where I have 
ſpent ſo many pleaſant hours, ; 
We were received by Mrs. Hammond 0 
in the moſt cordial, and affectionate 

manner: ſhe preſented me to her daugh- 

ter, whom J had never before ſeen; ſhe 
s 
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is a fine ſhewy girl, about 1 years 
of age, has a good complexion, and fine 
eyes, but not a beauty by any means: [ 
have had very little time you will ſay to 
Judge of her temper, but from what ! 


have ſeen, I take her to be very lively, 


and good humoured. 
After we had refreſhed ourſelves 


with tea, my mother having entered into 


diſcourſe with Mis. Hammond, Eliza 
drew her chair cloſe to mine, and taking 
my hand, ſaid, I aſſure you Mits Sidney, 
J am prepared to expect more than a 
common acquaintance in you, for from 
every account J have heard of your diſ- 


poſition, and ſentiments," I cannot help 


wiſhing to te ranked among the number 


of your friends; nay I will noc be denicd, 


ſo pray begin, and give me an account 


of your journey here, and all attendant 


circumſtances, 
I thanked her, for the good opinion 


| ſhe entertained of me, and ſaid I would 


endeavour to make myſelf worthy of it, 
but as to my journey, there was nothing 


happened worth relating, without the 
breaiing down of our carriage, from 


which 
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which we received no injury, might be 
deemed ſo. 

What, cried the lively girl, did you 
travel near four ſcore miles, without one 
adventure? no diſtreſſed damſel? no 


Knight in diſguiſe?“why you quite amaze 


me: what an unenlightened age do we 
live in. In this gay manner, did ſhe run 
on, till ſne was interrupted by her bro- 
ther, who juſt then came in; having left 
us almoſt immediately on our arrival, to 


pay a viſit to the lady to whom he is 


ſhortly to be married; and we ſpent the 
evening very agreeably. 

My mother and ſelf, retired early to 
reſt, on account of our fatigue: I 3 
not been long up, but finding myſelf the 


firſt in the family, except "ſervants, E. 


thought I could not more agreeably paſs 
the time, than in performing the promiſe 
1 made my ever dear Laura, of writing 
to her the firſt opportunity, after my ar- 
rival in London. I am interrupted. 


tt dd 
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It was Miſs Hammond, ſhe came to 
enquire how I had reſted. Oh, ſaid ſhe 
on ſeeing me writing, I am not at all 
; ſurprized 
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ſurprized to find you drefſed already, 
you country laſſes, are ſuch early riſers, 
I uſed to think myſelf very well, for a 
town bred belle, but you beat me all to 
nothing; but I declare, I had entirely 
forgot to tell you the occaſion of this viſit, 


I find we are the firſt up in the houſe, ſo 


that if it is agreeable to you, we will 
take an early breakfaſt, and afterwards a 
turn in the park: I readily aſſented, and 
we ſallied forth; we were ſoon joined by 
many gentlemen, of my companion's ac- 
quaintance; one in particular I muſt 
mention, as he ſeemed to pay great at- 
tention to Miſs Hammond, and ſhe in 
return, ridiculed him without mercy ; 
though ſo van was he of his ſweet per- 
ſon, that he never obſerved it; his name 


is Sir George Delmore; perhaps you may 


know him, for if you once have ſcen 
him, I am ſure you cannot eaſily forget 
him, but in caſe you have not, I will 
endeavour to deſcribe him. He ſeems 
between thirty and forty, both tall and 
clumſy ; I think nature never deſigned 
him for any thing elſe but a porter, as 


| his great broad ſhoulders, ſeem exactly 


voice, 


ſuited to that occupation; his 
„ dre fs, 


MAPLE VALE. 209 


dreſs, and manners, are thoſe of the moſt 


effeminate, pelit maitre. 
But to return to our meeting him, 1 in 


the park : he advanced to Miſs Ham- 


mond, with the prettieſt little mincing 
ſtep you can imagine; my charming 
Miſs Hammond, ſaid he, who would 
have thought of the extreme felicity of 
meeting your lovely ſelf this morning. 

Why really, Sir George, replied the, 
I don't think my being here, half ſo ex- 
traordinary, as to ſee you thus early; 
how could you think of venturing out 
this cold morning, [ am ſure it muſt in- 
jure the extreme delicacy of your nerves. 

Upon my word Ma'am, anſwered he, 
it is not by choice I walk out in this in- 
tenſe cold weather, (ſo he was pleaſed to 
term one of the fineſt days in Septem- 


ber,) but Doctor Fidget aſſures me, it is 


abſolutely neceſſary to \ brace my nerves, 
which are at preſent in a very weak ſtate, 
I really pity you, laid ſhe, tb be forced 
out at this time of the year, againit your 
inclination; it is really horrid beyond 
any thing: beſides Sir George, I ſhould 


think the ſharpneſs of the air, would be 


detrimental to your complexion, which I 
always 


©, IG 3 _ 
- —— OS ORE oC — — — go 6— — * : : 
5 — = we — —— 


210 MAP LE V A L Z. 


always admire for its peculiar delicacy. 
I wiſh | could make intereſt with you, to 
tell me, what ſhop you make ule of, for 
your coſmetics. 

Lard my dear Miſs med, cried 
he, you know it is not in my power, to 
deny you any thing; but what few trifles 
J make uſe of, are entircly of my own 
preparing, and if you. will do me the fa- 
vor, to accept of ſome of them, they are 
heartily at your ſervice, 

I faw it was with the greateſt diffi- 
culty, Miſs Hammond kept herielf from 
laughing, while ſhe thanked him for his 
offer: but methinks I hear you fay, I 
have had enough of this inſipid beau; 
and indeed my dear 1 am of opinion I 
ought to make an apology for troubling 
you with ſo much ot his nonſenſe, but he 
is a character that ſtruck me very much, 
therefore could not help making ſome 
mention of him. 

Mrs. Hammond, intends ſpeaking i in 
mf favor to a lady of her acquaintance, 

who wants a young perſon, genteelly 
brought up, to live with her as a compa- 
nion; and I am to attend Mrs. Ham- 


mond there in a few days. Eliza ** 
E 
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ſhe is the daughter of the late Earl of 
Morville; an old maid, with many par- 
ticularities about her, but upon the 
whole, as good tempered, as old maids 
uſually are. Mrs, Hammond thinks it 
is a very eligible ſituation for me, tho? 
I can hardly prevail on her, to ſpeak to 
Lady Mary Winterford, in my behalf, fo 
ſolicitous is ſhe for us to remain under 
her friendly roof. 

I ought to be very thankful to heaven, 
for having given me the power to earn 


my bread; for I eould not on any ac- 


count, remain a burthen, either to Mrs, 
Hammond, or my poor mother, who now 
alas! has very little to ſupport herſelf; 
and yet, was you to ſee how reſigned, 


and patient, ſhe is under her misfor- 
tunes, it would ſurprize you: I don't 


believe the loſs of her fortune, ever coſt 
her a ſigh, on her own account; but on 
mine ſhe feels it doubly ; how often has 
this excellent mothes exclaimed-—oh my 
Ellen! if I could but ſee you provided 
for, how contented and happy, could I 
ſpend the remainder of my days ina hut; 


and live on the meaneſt ſuſtenance well 


| fatisfied ; but the thoughts of leaving 


Tm 
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you friendleſs, and unprovided for, will 
fear greatly tend to embitter my laſt 
moment. But this ſubject becomes too 
affecting, my eyes are filled with tears. 
Adieu my Genet, and beſt loved friend. 


E. SIDNEY, 


LETTER XxX. 


MISS BERTIE 
. 
MISS SIDNEY 


1 5 | Moreton Lodge. 

T is impoſſible to deſcribe, my deareſt 
Ellen, how your letter pained me: why? 
my ſweet girl, (if your circumſtances 
would not permit you, to remain at Ma- 
ple Vale), did you not come to me, to 


the kindeſt reception, and have thought 
herſelf completely happy in your ſociety: 


can any thing be more Improper, my 
Be the 


your friend, who would have given you 
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the niece of Sir George Sidney, Jebafing 
herſelf ſo far, as to go to ſervice? I can- 
not call it by any other name; -believe 
me, my dear friend, you have done very 
wrong. 1 acquainted my mother with 
our misfortunes; and ſhe, as well as my 
father, and ſelf, beg you and Mrs. Sid- 
ney, will make. Mor-ton Lodge your 
home; or if you do not like this plan, 
my father has another to offer; he has 
lately purchaſed a very convenient houſe, 
but a {mall diſtance from the lodge, and 
he is now turniſhing it, in a manner, 
which he hopes will be agreeable to you, 
As I flatter myſelf, you will accept 
of one, or other, of theſe propoſals, I 
will come and fetch you, provided you 
let me know the day, attended by Sed- 
ley, who as yet knows nothing of the 
matter, | beg you will not do any thing 
haſtily, but conſider my dear, that if 
you mean to be, what the polite world 
calls companion to a woman of fortune, 
you mult comply with all her whims, 
let her be ever-ſo abſurd, or capricious : 
nay you muſt always be of her opinion, 
in affairs of the moſt trifling nature: if a 
ſingle woman, ſhe is of courſe ill tem- 


pered : 


. 
4 

i 
1.1 
1/4 
Ag 
} 8 
'KS 
* 
i; i | 
2548 
ms 
i i 

i 
+2 
i 
a 4 

F ' 

4 

F 

7 

* 

N 

x 
iT 

7 

+ 

N 
$ 

E 

i 

i 
"34 

4 

is 

an 
4% 
4 4 
* 

i . 
þ I 
4 
8.7 
2 

L 1 
. 
p 4 
{ 
. 


— & * — 4 
— , 31 ons oo 
W 
2 9 


— ( Ae eng, ey 
5 — . te grind ge werent 


24 MAPLE VALE. 


pered; if a married one, her family will 


think you poſſeſs too large a ſhare of her 
eſteem; and will ſeek every opportunity 


of finding fault with you, even without 


the ſwalleſt cauſe. 
Weigh well, all this i in your own mind, 
and think if it is not better to come to 


me, who will be the happieſt creature 


breathing to ſee you, after an abſence of 


ſo many months. My mother is quite 


delighted, at the proſpect of having Mrs, 
Sidney for a neighbour; and I can aſſure 
you, it will be a great mortification to 
her, if ſhe is diſappointed: therefore haſ- 
ten my dear Ellen, that I may ſoon have 
the pleaſure of embracing you. 

I have not time to write more, as the 
poſt is going out, and I am almoſt afraid 
this will be too late: adieu my beſt love, 
let me know by the return of the poſt, 


when J am to fetch you. 


My mother deſires, to be remembered 
affectionately to you both. Once more 


adieu. — , 
do BBW 120k 6 reis 


END OF vol. 1. 


